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e were on the 
ground in Haiti 
when hurricane 

Matthew hit. Knowing it would hit the 
west coast of Haiti, a good distance 
from the capital, Port-au-Prince, we 
decided to go ahead with the sched-
uled visit. Our trip was primarily to 
spend time training, encouraging, 
and developing strategy for the future 
for the SLM Branch there, but we also 
took the opportunity to see some of 
the work God has been doing there 
through SLM. The trip was tremen-
dously successful and beneficial for 
us in many ways, but it also reminded 
us that God is constantly changing 
the landscape of our ministry and 
presenting us with new opportunities. 

The earthquake in Haiti did that many 
years ago in presenting new opportu-
nities for ministry and yet so much 
of the time, money, and efforts were 
wasted. When you travel around and 
see the country and interact with it’s 
people, you realize a majority of the 
momentum the earthquake could 
have created for the Gospel was never 
fully taken advantage of and maybe 
even misused. It was heartbreaking 

due to a genetic disorder. She was 
a beautiful young lady who loved to 
sing in the choir, serve the family in 
the church and orphanage, and learn 
to style hair at her beauty school. But 
embarrassed by having no teeth and 
no money to have them replaced, she 
now stayed home, sad, and lonely.

Having heard her story through their 
prayer letter, I recognized her imme-
diately as that subject of prayer, as 
she served me my meal after church. 
How could I not respond? My initial 
thought was, we need to raise some 
money for this girl, but then imme-
diately figured I might even have 
enough cash in my wallet to change 
this girl’s situation, and upon ask-
ing I did. I told our director to start 
the process and the very next day  
they started.

I saw her the next day before she 
started her treatment, but for the 
first time, even though embarrassed, 
she uncontrollably smiled from ear to 
ear for the remainder of my visit. It 
was instant gratification for me know-
ing that in this small way, we could 
seize the moment of opportunity, and 
respond immediately, and make a 
significant difference in someone’s 
life. This girl loves sharing her testi-
mony and her faith, and what if, by 
some small act of giving, we have 
emboldened this young evangelist to 
unashamedly spread the Good News.

Her story of acting intentionally on an 
opportunity was easy, other opportu-
nities are far more complex and take 
years of hard work and determination, 
but there are doors we should open, 
in spite of the work it will entail.

W
Driving on the road to Port-au-Prince as Matthew blew in. Lydia’s beautiful new smile.

that ministries weren’t more inten-
tional in responding adequately when 
God presented new opportunities.

We determined at that time to be 
intentional with our response to this 
new natural disaster, but not by send-
ing in food, water, or shelter, we’ll let 
the other organizations do that. But 
we’ll respond to the spiritual needs, 
the ones we are more equipped to 
respond to as SLM.

Possibilities pop up like wildflowers 
around SLM at a furious rate and we 
constantly have to be on the lookout 
for God’s next opportunity to be inten-
tional in our response.

Some are easy, like on my recent trip 
to Ivory Coast where Lydia, one of our 
orphan girls, had lost all her teeth 

With Each Spring 
Comes New Life… 
New Possibilities
A letter from the Editor.
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e often talk of 
making ministries 
self-supporting or 
indigenous, but 
rarely have a com-

prehensive enough plan to do so. 
We have also seen well-intentioned 
missions money sent to help set up 
“micro-enterprises” get established, 
only to have the money poorly used 
or reinvested.

At Source of Light, our Branches are 
primarily led by nationals and yet at 
the same time they depend primarily 
on support from the US. The model is 
quite risky and is particularly danger-
ous when the majority of one’s sup-
port comes from fewer donors. Even 
this past year, a significant donor of a 
couple of countries, without warning, 
backed out of their commitment leav-
ing those teams in financial distress. 
But even more concerning to us is 
that this will never lead our Branches 
to become independent ministries, 
indigenous, and self-supporting.

To begin a shift toward lesser depen-
dence on the US, SLM has been 
exploring and investigating ways we 
can help our ministries add “more 
legs” to the financial “chairs” of their 
ministry for greater stability. This is 
being spearheaded by Ron Barnes 
Jr., SLM General Director, and his 
son, Ron Barnes III, who recently 
joined SLM after graduating Liberty 
University with a Business degree. 
Together they have been working to 

formulate a plan for greater indepen-
dence and financial stability, which 
includes support from the US, sup-
port from the national church, and 
some sort of small business (micro 
enterprise) that the ministry could 
use to support itself.

On most of our fields, we have found 
that a small business can be a huge 
benefit to both our missionaries, their 
specific ministries, and their commu-
nities. Of course, with so many differ-
ent missionaries in so many different 
places, we can’t just design a “cook-
ie-cutter” business plan and expect it 
to work everywhere, so we encourage 
our missionaries to come to us with 
their ideas. They have the knowledge 
of their area and they have the ability 
to come up with the types of ideas 
that those of us who don’t live there 
would never think of. During Ron’s 
last trip to Africa, the missionaries 
there spoke with him about some of 
the small business ideas that they 
believe could help support their fami-
lies and their ministries.

Uganda — James Byakika has a few 
ideas for different ways to bring in 
some support for his family. The first 
of which is a “Printer/Photocopy” 
business. James lives near a popular 
university and the students that go to 
the school have many assignments 
that they need to print up or make 
copies of. James believes that the 
photocopy business could provide an 
extra few hundred dollars a month. 

After years of serving as a 
pastor, teacher, and church 
planting missionary, Rev. 
Ron J. Barnes Jr. now serves 
as the General Director and 
CEO for SLM.

I just met with the directors of 
Pakistan, Ivory Coast, Uganda, and 
Haiti in the last couple of months, 
and the doors that are opening are 
astounding. So we have begun to set 
plans in place, develop our strategy 
on how to accomplish them, and 
pray that God would direct us in our 
planning, guide us as we carry it out, 
give us patience as we wait for Him 
to provide, and intentionality when it 
is time to move.

I often feel like Joshua in these 
planning meetings when God told 
Joshua in verse one of chapter one, 
Now, Arise, go over this Jordan…. The 
Bible makes it sound so easy, but to 
take people who have waited at its 
shore for 40 years and to immedi-
ately be faced with such an obstacle, 
my flesh wants to respond, “yeah,  

right, easy for you to say.” But God’s 
faithfulness, time and time again in 
my life, in the lives of each of our 
missionaries, in the ministries of our 
Branches, in the fruit of the materi-
als, are a powerful reminder, and the 
catalyst that gives me enough faith to 
say… “Let’s go SLM!”

Will you go with us? As you read this 
Reaper there will be opportunities for 
you to pray, give, and come serve with 
us… don’t miss your “possibility!”

Baptism celebration with the General Director of SLM and the Director of the Ivory Coast.

W
Paving a Path to Self-Supported
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Example storage facility in Uganda. Pig farming for ministry in Ivory Coast. Orphans learn trades to support themselves in the future.

James also has the idea to store 
recently harvested grain, maize, and 
coffee and then resell the goods 
back to the market once the har-
vesting season ends and their value 
increases. He expects to be able to 
maintain good margins on the prices, 
while not taking much time away from 
his various ministries!

Investment: 

$1,100 Photocopy business, 

$22,000 harvest storage investment.

Ivory Coast — Isaiah Bernasko has 
the vision of starting a pig farm. 
Piglets cost about $25 each and 
then a full grown pig can sell for 
$300-$500 depending on the size of 
the pig. The unique thing about this 
business though is that Isaiah has 

an orphanage that he works with. 
So this pig farming business could 
provide for the orphans that are cur-
rently needing support, and it could 
train them in a trade that they could 
use once they are too old to stay in 
the orphanage. They will also learn to 
support the SLM ministry.

Togo — Sika Yawo has a business idea 
to support his ministries and orphan-
age much like Isaiah in Ivory Coast. 
Pastor Sika believes that he can 
start a sewing business. His orphan-
age takes in many young ladies who 
would otherwise be prime targets for 
prostitution, and the young women 
have expressed an interest in learn-
ing some sort of trade that they can 
use to support themselves as they 
get older and must leave the orphan-
age. Sika’s idea is to start what he 

calls the “SOS Christian Sewing 
Workshop” which he expects to be 
“another ministry,” a way to support 
the orphanage, AND an opportunity 
to make a meaningful change in the 
quality of these young women’s lives. 

Investment: 

$5,000 which will buy supplies, equip-
ment, facility, and support for two 
years during startup.

Small business ministries are 
becoming an integral part of modern 
missions. The climate for American 
missionaries overseas can change 
rapidly and in the event that an 
American who is leading a ministry 
someplace must leave, the impact 
that it might have on the nationals 
he works with is often not taken into 

consideration. When something like 
that happens, they tend to get left 
with little to no support and don’t 
have the connections or relationships 
in place to be able to sufficiently fund 
their ministries. The small business 
route is an excellent way to gain trust 
and become involved in a community, 
support their own ministries, and 
increase the quality of their lives.

If you have interest in supporting 
any of these projects or have a 
desire to help, contact Ronnie at 
rbarnesiii@slmin.org.

Full-time now at Source 
of Light, Ronnie Barnes III 
serves as the Media and 
Marketing Coordinator 
and heads up the Micro 
Enterprise Initiatives.
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Spring — Reaching new areas

To remain stagnant is definitely not a 
characteristic of spring. New growth 
is what it is all about. We should look 
for new areas to reach. At Source 
of Light South Africa we also reach 
our neighboring countries. Apart 
from our own country, we currently 
have students in Lesotho, Swaziland, 
Namibia, Zambia, and Zimbabwe. 
Like Jabez prayed for more territory, 
we must ask the Lord to expand 
our influence. We are currently 
negotiating to distribute the Bible 
studies in Malawi. We are in contact 
with another missionary, Brother 
Robinson, who will help us. He is 
looking into placing an advertisement 
in the local newspaper. He will also 
help us by being the go-between for 
those who cannot afford to mail it to 

South Africa. He will give his address 
as a local address and collect the 
lessons for a while before sending it 
in bulk to South Africa. We look for-
ward to sending more Bible studies 
to Malawi. Because it is God’s Word 
we send out through the lessons, 
we pray that soon many in Malawi 
will meet Him who declared: Behold,  
I make all things new.

Some of the letter “art” received from students in South Africa.

y now we recognize that 
spring is a time of new 
beginnings. After every 
dry winter we experience 

here on the Highveld of Gauteng, 
South Africa, the first rains bring 
green grass, flowers and blossoms.  
Spring brings a new beginning.

People also hunger for new begin-
nings. We receive countless letters 
from prisoners with the cry for a new 
beginning. Most of these prisoners 
recognize that their way of life has 
brought them to where they are. 

Here are some quotes from the  
letters we received lately:

A prisoner serving a sentence of 42 
years writes: “I am glad to write to 
your institution in my endeavour to 
turn around my life and discover the 
way of salvation through the study of 
God’s Word. I am pretty sure the brand 
new journey will be full of excitement 
as I gradually acquire a greater under-
standing of the functionalities of the 
Almighty Living God in my life.”

Another one writes: “Since I came 
to repentance all became new. 
Sometimes there are challenges, 
obstacles, but with prayer I win them. 
The greatest of all is that I am certain 
about the love that Jesus has for me. 
It promotes my faith. I love my Jesus.”

A prisoner said that he thanks God 
that he is in prison, because in prison 
he met Jesus. Then he said: “I am 
so appreciative to the love of God. 
I also thank you for My New Life in 
Christ, because now I am no longer 
the same person I was before I met 
you. I am totally changed.”

Spring is surely a time of change,  
a time of new beginnings.

Spring — Making new plans

For a long time we have been frus-
trated by slow mail. Airmail letters to 
neighboring countries take up to two 
months to reach their destination. 
The result was that students took 
up to two years to do a course like  
My New Life in Christ. Many lose heart 
and stop doing their lessons. But we 
had to come up with a plan to speed 
things up, a new plan. So we asked 
the Lord for wisdom. We decided 
to send out letters to our existing 
students, giving them the option to 
receive the whole course at once. 
This way they will only spend three or 
four months on a course. Of course, 
this  increases our monthly postage 
expense dramatically, but we have 
to trust the Lord for the extra funds.  
We are still in the process, but our mail 
has increased. One day, I received 41 
letters in the mail. The majority were 
from our Namibia students who had 
received the whole course.

Spring — A New Beginning

B

Besides being Source of 
Light’s Director for South 
Africa, Fanie Buys reaches 
students in five neighboring 
African countries through 
Airmail correspondence.
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believers into their church and in 
working in the prisons. They have 
even recently begun sending SLM 
discipleship materials in Japanese to 
a pastor in Michigan who is working 
with Japanese workers in the auto 
industry. Our God is still calling “Sons 
and Daughters from the Land of the 
Rising Sun to Himself.”

Here are some of the challenges  
facing God’s servants in Japan.

1. There is an indifference to the 
gospel. A popular belief in Japan 
is that monotheism is bad and 
causes problems in the world. 
An example of this is Islam. 
Christianity has been lumped 
into this current cultural thought.

2. Family opposition continues to 
be rampant in a culture that is 
polite but does not want to “go 
against cultural, Japanese reli-
gions and tradition.” Shame is a 
powerful motivator for the denial 
of the gospel.

3. Persecution is felt in many forms. 
Families ostracize their children 
and disinherit them. Employers 
overlook them for promotions 
and advancement. And churches 
struggle with buildings that are 
too small and give little hope  
for growing building projects.

4. There is a lack of pastoral 
leadership and the culture of 
the “Japanese male” is hard to 
break into.

5. Pray for: The expansion of SLM  
in Osaka and Kobe. Also, that 
the Lord will bring us a network 
of Japanese pastors who will 
partner with the Yamazakis and 
the work in Japan.

Pastor Hiroyuki preaching on the 50th anniversary of Nishimaiko Baptist Church.

he 50th anniversary of 
a church is an incredible 

achievement! But in Japan, it is 
almost unheard of—a country of less 
than one percent believing Christians, 
this is a miracle and what happened 
fifty years ago, can be a template 
for the future. Our story started with 
a missionary and a call to plant a  
new church. 

The Ron White family had arrived in 
Japan and were faced with a decision 
about where to plant a church. After 
much prayer, they were led by the 
Spirit to focus their evangelism in the 
community of a western suburb of 
Kobe City. They passed out thousands 
of fliers and tracts and the result 
was just a few curious attendees. 
One of these “seekers” was a young 
college student, Hiroyuki Omote. 
This young man heard the Gospel 
and was changed. He accepted 
Christ and was baptized, but not  
without persecution.

Hiroyuki’s father was devastated and 
angry at the news that his son had 
become a Christian and would no lon-
ger follow the ways of his ancestors. 
He would no longer worship the fam-
ily idols or carry on the worship of his 
family members who had died. This 
angered Hiroyuki’s father so much 
that he chased him out of the house, 
threatening to kill him.

Ron was now faced with a dilemma 
with his young disciple. He opened 
his guest room for Hiroyuki and soon 
he was enrolled in the newly formed 
Kansei Independent Baptist Bible 
College. He grew in the Lord as he 
served with the Whites in the church 
plant, Nishimaiko Baptist Church, 
and in knowledge as he studied in 
Bible college. Eventually, Brother 
Omote became this pastor and has 
continued to multiply disciples since 
the fall of 1966. Even his father and 
mother accepted Christ.

In a recent interview in November, 
Ron White stated that “God did 
something supernatural in the first 
four years of our ministry in Kobe. 
The keys were evangelism and when 
God gave us the new converts, disci-
pleship, and then leadership training 
through the Bible college. In the 
first four years, four of our converts 
became the pastoral foundations 
for the four churches that are now 
celebrating their 50th anniversaries.  
It was truly amazing!”

This longevity in ministry is based on 
the biblical principles laid out in the 
Great Commission and what Source 
of Light desires to mirror for God’s 
glory in Japan. Pastor Takuji Yamazaki 
and his wife, Hiroko, have carried this 
pattern of ministry in the Toyohashi 
Minami area. God has brought new 

The Power of the Gospel in Japan

T

After 20 years of Church 
Planting and Leadership 
in Central Europe and the 
Middle East, Scotte Staab 
serves as Regional Director 
for Europe and Asia.
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After years of youth ministry 
and church planting, Brian 
Thompson now serves as 
Regional Director for North 
America and Madison 
Discipleship School. 

Brian Thompson presents Bryan Miller with certificate for training on running an ADS.

Source of Light Ministries International 
stands firmly beside the local church 
to help its outreach to be productive. 
The quote from John 15:16, your fruit 
should remain, means that those who 
are reached should continue growing 
for the Lord. Our tools are designed for 
that purpose and God is blessing His 
Word as it goes out.

Grace Baptist Church is the home 
of Scotte Staab, Regional Director 
of Europe and Asia. The church is 
familiar with the ministry of Source of 
Light through him, but this year they 
decided to take an extra step in their 
involvement. They will be using the 
Bible lessons to disciple inmates at 
two nearby institutions. The Madison 
Discipleship School has students at 
these facilities that will continue in the 
lessons with Grace. The church has 
about a dozen volunteers that have 
been taking lessons and have had 
training in discipleship.

This year we had the pleasure of 
training a former student to run an 
Associate Discipleship School. Bryan 
Miller was saved through the lessons 

as he took them. His church, Hope 
Community Church in Detroit, chose 
him to organize and run their outreach 
in jails and prisons. They also are using 
the lessons to follow up with church 
attenders and members who need dis-
cipleship. Their new school has already 
seen people come to know Jesus as 
their Savior. When they opened it up 
for Spanish-speaking students to take 
lessons, fifteen signed up to start. 
There are still so many who need to 
hear the Gospel and be discipled here 
in America.

These ventures are just a part of the 
continuing effort to expand the effec-
tive discipleship of local churches in 
the United States. Pray with us for 
these new works to grow. Consider if 
your church needs a program like this 
to reach more people with the trans-
forming message of Jesus Christ. Let 
us know if we can help.

Looking for a Gap Year, a way  
to study and serve God for a year,

or just some inspiration?

Join

Take Bible Institute Classes,* learn various  
aspects of missions from experienced missionaries,  
and take a mission trip at the end of the semester.  

All for only $8,000, plus raise support for the mission trip.

Visit:

www.sourcelight.org/opportunities/extreme-assignment/

Contact Brenda Barnes:  
bbarnes@slmin.org

706.342.0397
*Extreme Assignment is accepted as up to

4 semesters of credit at four various Bible Colleges.

God’s Blooms in North America
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LM’s Advanced Studies 
Department continues to expand all 
over the globe. I just returned from 
Singapore where we have two WWBI 
(World-Wide Bible Institutes) operat-
ing, one in English and the second in 
Kachin (a Burmese Institute).

In October, we helped organize the 
Emmanuel Bible College of Ethiopia 
in the capital city of Addis Ababa. 
We are currently involved in numer-
ous translations and just received a 
request to make the materials avail-
able in Chinese.

The Advanced Studies Department 
offers you the greatest opportunity to 
study the Scriptures at a college level 
that you can find anywhere. Think of 
this — You can study a three credit 
course in Old Testament Survey at a 
standard college tuition cost of $300 
per credit hour and the course will 
cost you $900 — OR — You can take  
the same course from Advanced 
Studies at a cost of $60 and later  
apply for full college credit. That’s what 
this generation calls a “No-Brainer.”

So what are you waiting for? You 
can get the story about Advanced 

S Studies at sourcelight.org/tools-for-
ministry/advanced-biblical-studies 
or you can get complete details at  
advancedbiblicalstudies.net/wwbi.

And don’t forget that WWBI is 
now available online. Just go to  
wwbionline.org. Whether you are 
interested in individual study, or 
beginning a Bible college program 
in your own church, the Advanced 
Studies Department is ready to 
assist you.

Advanced Studies also sponsors 
a one year program here at head-
quarters we have named Extreme 
Assignment. It is a wonderful Gap Year 
option and can lead to two full years 
of college credit or an Associates 
Degree in Christian Ministries. 
You can get full information about 
that program at sourcelight.org/
opportunities/extreme-assignment.  
I hope we can serve you.

Instead of retiring, former 
General Director of Source 
of Light Ministries, Dr. Bill 
Shade still serves at SLM 
as the Director of Advanced 
Studies in Madison, GA.

ADVANCED STUDIES DEPARTMENT
A Full Bible College Education at Your Fingertips

Get the complete story at:

www.sourcelight.org/tools-for-ministry/advanced-biblical-studies
www.advancedbiblicalstudies.net

Affordable Bible College Classes through 
SLM… It’s a “NO-BRAINER”
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orway is a beautiful and 
historic country that has taken the 
world’s admiration by storm. Tourism 
has been growing since the Disney 
animated film “Frozen” and the 
television series “Vikings” from the 
History Channel. There has also 
been a renewal in worshiping the 
Nordic gods, reconnecting admirers 
to their national roots. This shows 
the shift from the country’s Christian 
heritage to a humanistic and  
atheistic worldview.

According to “Operation World,” 
Norway’s 200 years of Lutheran 
heritage and push of cross-cultural 
missions is in decline. Out of the 
90 percent of people who call them-
selves Lutheran, only 10% are com-
mitted Christians. Atheist can now 
be “confirmed” in their ideology just 

Through these relationships, there 
was a connection made with the 
student group Laget (means Team). 
This group has been coordinating a 
student ministry that in the spring 
hosts an Apologetics Week each year. 
During this week, there are debates 
on God, the Bible, religion, and sci-
ence. God has brought many young 
college students to salvation and the 
continued contact with believers has 
encouraged discipleship and growth. 
These events have “broken the ice” 
for SLM.

In 2017, SLM will partner with local 
churches to strength these local 
bodies and plant new churches from 
Oslo to Trondheim. In Trondheim, it 
is our desire that Pastor Egil Sagen 
spearhead the SLM materials into 
Norwegian and that they will start 

using the material in English and 
Burmese where there is a church 
of 50 members living and serving 
in Trondheim. There is also another 
possibility of using Russian in 
Trondheim and the International 
Church of Oslo. In Oslo, children’s 
materials are needed in Norwegian, 
Russian, and English. So here is our 
prayer response to what God is doing  
in Norway.

XX Pray for a revival in the hearts 
of this nation of affluence where 
the average income is $94,000 
and they have largely rejected 
Christianity in search of other 
religious systems.

XX Pray for the Norwegian translation 
to be completed for Explorers, 
New Life in Christ, and Practical 
Christian Living this year.

Panorama of Trondheim, Norway.

like the Lutheran young people. Only 
four percent of the population attend 
church on any given Sunday. So how 
is God breaking through this “ice of 
confusion and unbelief?”

In 2011, a connection was made 
with the Baptist Church of Trondheim 
to assist the church and help a 
physically ailing pastor. Through this 
dear relationship, an intern from 
Liberty University served a year and 
a half with this church and several 
smaller churches along the E-6  
corridor toward Oslo. Teens and 
college students made decisions 
for Christ and were baptized. 
Relationships were also made with 
the churches in Lillehammer, home 
of the Olympics of 1994 and the 
International Church of Oslo.

The Potential to 
Break the Ice

N
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PURWOKO ARSITO

Spotlight: Indonesia

When eyeballing a world map, one 
can see Indonesia, the world’s largest 
Island country, in between Thailand 
and Australia. It is an archipelago 
nation with more than 17,000 islands 
in its territory. However, only 1,000 of 
the islands are uninhabitable. Java is 
the largest of the islands and is where 
about 70 percent of Indonesia’s  
population resides.

That’s where SLM’s National Director 
for Indonesia, Purwoko Arsito and his 
wife, Heny Setyawati, live and operate. 
From Surakarta City in Central Java, 
Purwoko and Heny head out to distrib-
ute Bible courses around Indonesia 
in places like churches, prisons, and 
schools. They have been with Source 
of Light since 2009 and are grateful 
for the use of their Risograph, which 
prints all the modules they distribute 
in Bahasa Indonesian, which is the 
predominant native language.

There are over 784 people groups 
in this country, 26 percent of which 
are unreached. Through Purwoko and 
Heny’s work with distributing Bible 
courses, efforts are being made to 
reach the lost and multiply future 
generations of believers by equipping 
Christians with resources to help 
bring about kingdom growth.

Pray for a new truck or van to help 
in keeping Purwoko and Heny’s work 
with SLM efficient and also ask the 
Lord to help them continue to reach 
many people on Java Island as they 
continue to get the Gospel and disci-
pleship resources to natives in their 
own language.

By Emily P. Meyer

XX Pray for Pastor Egil Sagen and 
his leadership in the Trondheim 
Baptist Church.

XX The International Church in Oslo 
needs a pastor.

XX Discipleship is needed in a great 
way and SLM is ready to help. 
Between 1995 and 2005, over 
250 churches of different denom-
inations were started. Please 
pray for discipleship leaders who 
will reach the lost and disciple 
the nominal believers.

XX Church nurturing is a great 
need. The churches of Oppdal, 
Dambos, Lilllehammer, and Otta 
are without permanent leader-
ship. Leadership training is so 
important for the future of the 
Lord’s work in Norway.

XX There is another Apologetics 
Week in March, where over 20 
United States students and  
leaders will participate. NTNU is 
the largest university in Norway 
and is home to the future lead-
ers of Norway. Pray that the Holy 
Spirit will guide the teams as  
they share the Gospel and 
build relationships so the local 
churches can follow up with 
these talented students.

Students interact at the Laget house during Apologetics week.

After 20 years of Church 
Planting and Leadership 
in Central Europe and the 
Middle East, Scotte Staab 
serves as Regional Director 
for Europe and Asia.
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JOE & PENNY HOMONTOWSKI

Spotlight: Canada

When thinking of Canada, pictures 
of snow-packed winters, all things 
maple, mounties with red coats and 
tan hats, and beautiful vistas come 
to mind. Regional Director of Canada, 
Joe Homontowski, and his wife, 
Penny, have invested their lives since 
2005 beyond these postcard images. 
Their home base is Saskatoon, which 
is the largest city in the province of 
Saskatchewan, hosting a quarter 
of a million people. This wealthiest 
province of Canada, with just about a 
million people, has more in common 
with the state of Texas than being a 
cattle and oil producing region, as it 
is also the same size geographically.

Joe and Penny work diligently to run 
a discipleship ministry accompa-
nied by SLM Mailbox Club lesson 
distribution throughout Canada. The 
Homontowskis minister through song 
and sermon at various churches and 
are also heavily involved with both 

weekly and annual AWANA events in 
addition to teaching Sunday school at 
their own local church. To help bolster 
the ministry that these missionaries 
have in this massive portion of North 
America, monthly postage support 
and prayer are needed.

Being away from their three boys’ 
families as well as Penny’s parents, 
whose homes span across 4 differ-
ent states, is a huge sacrifice for this 
couple. Their biggest personal prayer 
request is for the various needs of 
these family members. Pray, also, 
that the Lord would help the students 
the Homontowskis work with to be 
faithful to send in their lessons, that 
each of their 600+ students would 
grow closer to the Lord as they do 
their lessons, and that more would 
trust Him as their Savior. Join them 
in praising the Lord for a recent 
increase in lessons received.

By Emily P. Meyer

Projects
Christudas Earla
Location: India GAP

$10,000 is needed to purchase three 
acres to be used by church planters in 
Charla, India, to grow vegetables. This 
will allow them to be self-supported 
and to feed orphan children.

$9,000 is needed to purchase a brick 
machine and a vehicle to pull it. This 
will be used to make bricks and help 
support church planters and feed 
their families in Peddapally, India.

Power Generator
Location: Nigeria

$1,500 is needed to purchase a 
generator. This is due to incessant 
power failures in the country. 
Sometimes the power will be out for 
long periods of time which hinders 
the ministry.

Sanjeeb Sahu
Location: India

$10,000 is needed for sewing 
machines and salary for teachers 
for one year. Opening a tailoring 
business will give many opportunities 
to share the Gospel and help women 
in Delhi and Himachal Pradesh to 
become self-supporting.

Tabernacle Project
Location: India

$800 per month is needed to support 
evangelists who do the follow-up for 
the Tabernacle project. The project 
has grown and many have expressed 
interest in salvation and the need for 
these evangelists to do the follow-up 
is much needed. The amount 
will be divided between three or  
four evangelists.
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GUILLERMO & VICKY SALAZAR

Spotlight: Chile

With the longest coastline, the largest 
swimming pool, and the driest desert 
in the world, the country of Chile has 
much to boast about. There are 26 
people groups represented in this 
nation, with eight percent of them 
considered unreached. The church 
does have a presence in Chile, but 
its missional focus is not strong.

For 38 years, Guillermo Salazar has 
served as SLM’s National Director 
for Chile alongside his wife, Vicky. 
From their town of El Quisco, they 
have worked diligently to distribute 
SLM Bible courses across the coun-
try to the churches and institutions 
most in need. They utilize SLM’s 
core courses, The Mailbox Club, 
which includes children’s courses,  
and doctrinal courses.

One of the greatest spiritual needs 
for this country that the Salazars 

have seen is for more theological 
and academic preparation. Native 
churches have had limited vision 
for discipleship and missions. 
Individuals who might be interested 
in utilizing SLM’s resources have 
faced challenges because of limited 
financial resources. Pray that the 
churches which the Salazars reach 
out to will become more in sync with 
the charge of the Great Commission 
and expand their ministries.

Also, pray specifically for personal 
support for the Salazar family as 
Guillermo has been told that he will 
no longer receive a salary for being 
the chaplain in the high security 
prison in Santiago. This has been 
their main income and both of 
the Salazars also have significant 
health challenges they are facing 
as they go about the Lord’s work in  
this country.

By Emily P. Meyer

Isaiah Bernasko
Location: Ivory Coast

$1,500 is needed for motor bikes for 
two pastors. $750 for Pastor Assem 
and $750 for Pastor Ello.

$11,000 is needed for a church plant 
in Dabou to purchase land to build 
a meeting place and a home for the 
missionary pastor.

North America
Location: United States

$5,000 is needed to replace a couple 
of faulty air conditioners in the main 
building at the headquarters in 
Madison, GA.

Our maintenance team needs to 
replace the aging dump truck with 
another one. A donated one would be 
fine or about $15,000 to replace it.

Sika Yawo
Location: Togo

$1,000 is needed for the Orphanage 
Christmas needs each year. This 
amount will be used to give the 
children a little something for 
Christmas.

$17,319 is needed to purchase 
land and to build a church building  
in Fiokondji.

$1,402 is needed for school fees for 
all their children for the school year.

Projects
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Volunteer church group from New Milford, Pennsylvania.

n. a person who freely offers to take part in an enterprise or undertake a task.

epeatedly we have heard, 
“SLM accomplishes far 

more for far less than any organiza-
tion we know.” In a day where a lot of 
organizations have gotten away from 
using volunteers to serve in their min-
istries, SLM thrives because of them. 

Last year, in the home office alone, 
volunteers worked 31,000 hours at 
SLM, filled the gap for 20 full-time 
missionaries, that is, volunteers put 
in as many hours as nearly 20 full-
time employees. We are blessed with 
volunteers who have made SLM their 
“plan for retirement,” their “hobby” 
for free time, or their “job” because 
they didn’t need the money.

Around the globe, there are countless 
more, nationals who serve alongside 
our missionaries, often indistinguish-
able from the full-time missionary 
because of their time commitment to 
SLM. Countless people serving with 
no desire to gain financially, but rather 
serve selflessly and with unwaver-
ing dedication to making disciples 
alongside our missionaries. These 
volunteers, alongside our volunteers 
stateside, have allowed SLM to be 
extremely effective as a ministry, with 
more “bang for the buck.”

But we need more! Certainly we need 
full-time missionaries, but we could 
also use many more volunteers. 

Vol •un •teer

R Maybe you have a special skill and 
have wondered how it could be 
utilized in ministry. Perhaps you 
simply say, I just want to invest my 
time in something with eternal value. 
Whatever the case, please consider 
contacting SLM to discover how you 
might be utilized either in the US 
or even abroad. To inquire, contact 
pwinder@slmin.org or rbarnes@slmin.
org, or call (706) 342-0397 and ask 
how you can be used.

Extreme assignment students volunteering in our print office in Kenya (above).

Volunteers from a local
youth group (right).

As Director of Operations 
for SLM Headquarters,  
Phil Winder coordinates 
both local and overseas 
volunteers who come to 
serve in Madison, GA.
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In Memorial

NELSEN & ANNIE CYRUS

Spotlight: Liberia

Along the Western coast of Africa, 
rests the diamond, coffee, and 
cocoa producing Republic of Liberia. 
Though this nation exports luxurious 
items, the 4.2 million residents have 
endured extreme hardships such 
as poverty, HIV/AIDS, poor sanita-
tion, 15 years of civil war, and most 
recently, a deadly epidemic with the 
Ebola virus. Ethno-religious violence, 
caused by friction stemming from 
Islamic extremists, remains an  
ever-present issue.

Even so, missionaries, Nelsen and 
Annie Cyrus, have seen the bless-
ing of the Lord in this land since 
the start of their service in 2013. 
The Cyrus family calls Cotton Tree 
home. Their town is tucked into the 
Lower Margibi County and is their 
launchpad for ministry as it is here 
where Nelsen serves in the roll of the 
National Director for SLM in Liberia.  

With SLM’s support, this team is 
able to distribute Bible lessons 
to students at multiple schools, 
churches, outreach organizations, 
various denominations, and other 
people throughout the community. 
Discipleship and discipleship training 
are at the core of the Cyrus’ work in 
this country. 

To strengthen the ministry that SLM 
is doing in Liberia, there are needs 
for a vehicle, support for local staff, 
ministry tools for training, a laptop 
and projector, as well as a small gen-
erator. When praying for how to help 
meet these material needs, also ask 
the Lord to continue to use Nelsen, 
Annie, and their teammates to bring 
people to His saving knowledge in 
this beautiful country, where the  
suffering abounds.

By Emily P. Meyer

Louise Baringer by
Tuesday Morning Breakfast Girls
Rich Alt
Rob and Sue Bond
Janet Young
Bruce Bryant
J & J Sheet Metal Works
Irvin Cobb
Richard Ives
Robert Bond
Park Avenue Baptist Church
Grace Point Church
Carl Silver

David Carmichael by
Charlotte Mattocks

Duane Darrow by
Barbara Darrow

Harriet Winder by
Phillip and Vera Winder

Rachel Defore by
Phillip and Vera Winder

Bertha Mainwaring by
Charles Mainwaring

Craig Baker by
Eula Keener

David Sterling Darrow by
Masahiro Iwata
Rodney and Joan Wells

Robert Johnson by
Thomas Richard Hursey

Charlotte Mattocks by
Kenneth Wilbur

Gifts in Honor of...

Gifts in Memory of...

Louis Harold Crank by
Frances L. Crank

Loved Ones by
Carole Hansen

Roy Lambert by
Christine Lambert

Timothy Gochenour by
Marvin Gochenour

Lucy Nacionales by
Troy Hamm

Mary Ann Gorton by
Clair Gorton

Myron Mattocks by
Kenneth Wilbur

Ruth Sykes by
Virginia Williams

Zachary Astee Jarrell by
W. Morrison, Jr.

Herb Pollard by
William K. Turner
Richardson Farms

Katherine Thatcher by
Esta L. Cain

Jack and Dottie Stiles by
John Gardner, Jr.
Sue Stiles
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PrayerPraise
X Isaiah Bernasko, Director of the 

SLM Discipleship Training Branch in 
Ivory Coast, requested prayer for the 
eight orphans they are serving, that the 
needs will be provided and that God will 
enable them to be self-sufficient in the 
future. They are also working with two 
new church plants and are praying for 
land for the churches, support for the  
pastors, and motorbikes for their use.

XX The Discipleship Training Branch in 
Liberia, directed by Nelsen Cyrus, is still 
in need of a good reliable vehicle, a lap-
top, a projector, and a small generator. 
They are praying that God will supply local 
support for the ministry. Funds are need-
ed for the tuition for the two sons of the 
Cyrus family.

XX Sika Yawo, DTB Director in Togo, is in 
need of doors, window, ceiling, and paint 
for the new building for their orphanage. 
They also are praying about a village 
that has much idol worship, Fiokondji. 
Pray that God would provide a full-time  
missionary and land for the new believers 
to meet. The new Christians are experi-
encing a lot of hostility, so pray that they 
will be strong.

XX SLM Uganda, directed by James  
Byakika, is in need of prayer as he trains 
leaders to have Associate Discipleship 
Schools. They would like to open a World 
Wide Bible Institute this year. They also 
are looking for committed, devoted, loving 
Board members who want to support this 
ministry. Pray for the outreach to the blind 
in Uganda.

XX The Braille Department of SLM de-
sires a trainee for the ministry here and 
also another transcriber to work from 
their home. More finances are needed to 
expand this needy ministry.

XX Karunakar Jena, Director of SLM 
Northeast India, continues to pray for the 

provision of a vehicle. Many places are 
difficult to reach without one and rental 
vehicles are not always available and 
are expensive. They urgently need funds 
for printing materials in Bengali. Pray as 
their teams do follow-up ministry after the 
Christmas outreach.

XX An urgent need for SLM North India, 
directed by Sanjeeb Sahu, is funds to  
reprint New Life in Christ, Course 1, in  
Hindi and Nepali.

XX Each of our Associate Discipleship 
Schools and Discipleship Training Branch-
es pray for Christian growth among the 
new believers and for more souls to be 
saved.

XX SLM Jamaica is in need of a director 
since health needs demanded the retire-
ment of Joy Webster. Pray for the corre-
spondence staff and bookstore staff as 
they endeavor to carry on the ministry. 
Follow the Source ministry in Jamaica, 
directed by Don and Elaine Schiffer, are 
praying for the follow-up ministry after 
their Christmas program.

XX Claudy Jean Baptiste, Director of 
SLM Haiti, is praying that God will supply 
the funds to complete the headquarters 
building in Port-au-Prince.

XX Pray for wisdom for the counselors 
to understand the spiritual needs of their 
students and respond with Biblical help, 
both in our local Madison Discipleship 
School, Associate Discipleship Schools, 
and our Discipleship Training Branches.

XX Dr. Bill Shade is our Advanced  
Studies Director, with his wife, Ruby, as 
office manager. Pray that God will provide 
replacements for them in His time. In  
addition to the 35 WWBI schools around 
the world, there are individual students 
and schools that use the Ezra materials.

XX Charlie Notarte, Regional Director 
of PhilSOL, is thankful for recovery from 
a prolonged illness, and for spiritual 
growth he experienced during this time. 
He is now on his “New Journey” ministry  
after his long illness.

XX Daniel Sappor, Director of SLM  
Ghana, is praising the Lord for His provi-
sion of sand, stone, and concrete blocks 
to begin a permanent church building for 
the Kpodzadzi church; they have been 
meeting under a tree for the past ten 
years.

XX Praise the Lord for all the Christmas 
outreaches around the world and for 
those who heard the Gospel and accept-
ed Him as Lord and Savior through these 
ministries.

XX Source of Light is thankful for the 
many volunteers that share our work-
load in various departments here at the 
International Headquarters on a regular 
basis. But we find that our Discipleship 
Training Branches are also grateful for 
the volunteers who faithfully serve with  
them as well.

XX Although ministry in the schools in 
the United States is prohibited, many of 
our Discipleship Training Branches find 
an open door in the schools. Kenya has 
awarded more than 15,000 certificates. 
Follow the Source in Jamaica has a great 
ministry in schools. Togo has many stu-
dents in the schools. These are just a few 
examples. 

XX The Discipleship Training Branch in 
New Mexico, directed by Darryl Evans, 
reported that 53,988 Bible lessons have 
been sent out in the past 12 months with 
93 people making first time decisions 
for Christ. Our local Madison Disciple-
ship School keeps up with 4,713 active  
students each month and the bell has 

rung 371 times this past year, indicating 
another salvation decision has been re-
corded, and our staff can rejoice in this. 
This is only two locations out of 40 Disci-
pleship Training Branches and more than 
2,500 Associate Discipleship Schools 
around the world. God is working.

XX God is gracious in giving health, 
safety, strength, and protection to our  
missionaries globally as well as here at 
the International Headquarters. Many of 
our national missionaries face turmoil 
and persecution every day, such as in 
Nigeria and India, but the Lord rewards 
them with fruitful ministries.

XX Hemanth Peter, Director of SLM 
South Zone of India, is thankful for how 
God is using the live television broadcast. 
The program is broadcast on Friday. They 
receive many contacts through this call in 
show — about 600 each month!

XX Praise the Lord for the 35 World 
Wide Bible Institutes located around the 
world that are training leaders in areas 
where they are unable to attend colleges  
because of location or finances. 

XX In one month, James Byakika,  
Director of SLM Uganda, reported that 
126 souls came to know Christ as Sav-
ior and 569 certificates were awarded 
to those completing a Bible course from 
Source of Light. Karunakar Jena, SLM 
Northeast India, said they distributed 
735 Bible lessons, 6,082 Gospel tracts, 
3,330 New Testaments, and three Bibles 
at schools, villages, and communities 
through personal evangelism. Many re-
ports such as these are reported on a 
regular basis, so praise the Lord with us.
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