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ecently, SLM in Madison 
served as host to over 
50 missionaries who 
took part in the ANAM 

Appalachian Regional Meeting.  
It was a wonderful time of refreshment 
and fellowship, as well as a time  
of nourishment.

As I put the finishing touches on my 
devotional in the early hours of the 
morning, as is often the case in my 
sermon preparation,

I was deeply moved at a particular 
phrase, the latter part of Phil. 1:17 
which reads “. . . knowing that I am 
set for the defense of the gospel.”

Deeper study drew me to the specific, 
original term Paul used as he wrote 
“I am set,” more clearly understood 
as “I am put here.” I imagined Paul 
penning, from within the confines of 
his imprisonment, these words.

My mind raced through the other  
letters penned during his incarceration 
and I couldn’t help but wonder, had 
he not been incarcerated, “put” 
there for so many seasons, how 
much the church in particular would 
have missed from the writing these 
seasons of incarceration afforded 
him. And even though he knew he 
was “put” there by God, and was able 
to “rejoice” during those seasons, 
whether he could have ever imagined 
the power of his prayers, and the 

The chances of failure as a CEO in 
any field is high, but even higher 
when you have an evil enemy who 
doesn’t want the whole organization 
to succeed. So those who prayed 
for me and especially this man, who 
knew intimately how to pray, since he 
himself has sat behind the desk as 
CEO, have allowed me to endure some 
tough battles that were essential 
to fight and be led through by God. 
These prayers have allowed me and 
SLM to move forward into many new 
and exciting areas.

I felt led to share my thankfulness 
with this man, but when I made 
contact, discovered his health had 
deteriorated and that he hadn’t 
spoken for days, and was sleeping 
almost all the time. I asked the family 
if they thought he could hear me and 
understand when he did wake up, if 

they could call me, and they agreed. 
Just moments later I received a 
call …“Grandpa Dix is awake, you can 
talk to him now.” But as soon as my 
mom said that, my throat got tight, 
my eyes welled up, and I couldn’t 
even speak. I was silent for a few 
moments to regain my composure. 
Mom said, “Are you still there?” and 
then I asked God to let me say what 
was on my heart.

Through tears I spoke about the 
ANAM meetings and that I was given 
the opportunity to speak (Grandpa 
always loves to “talk shop”). I spoke 
about my message, about how Paul 
was “put” in prison and how that 
placement likely led to Paul’s greatest 
achievements. Then I shared with 
Grandpa that I believe it was his prayer 
and letters, during his unchosen 
confinement of age, from inside the 

Woman praying in 
HYDERABAD, INDIA.

Photo by
RON BARNES III

impact that the penning of those 
words would have on Christianity.

It was beyond comprehension in my 
mind, that anyone could have known 
what God was doing in what seemed 
like the worst of seasons, while 
such an amazing man of God sat 
confined in prison, and yet perhaps 
Paul’s greatest accomplishment 
occurred during the darkest of hours 
in confinement … his letters and  
his prayers.

Suddenly, another hero of the faith 
came to mind, and my eyes welled up 
with tears (as they do now as I recount 
it). My mind went to a man who has 
sat in his own prison these last few 
years, while his mind continues on, 
beyond what his body will allow as 
he ages. He, like few others could, 
became my biggest cheerleader and 
prayer warrior. 

Continue in Prayer
A letter from the Editor

R
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he Winter Reaper was 
nearly complete, except for 
one article I still needed to 

write. As I finished my previous article 
I sensed Grandpa’s (Glenn Dix) time 
might be short. Within days of writing 
the article, just as I boarded a plane 
returning from South Africa to the US, 
I learned Grandpa was being made 
comfortable by hospice. I prepared 
my wife and children before I took 
off, and learned of his passing as  
I landed in the US.

While it is incredibly hard losing my 
biggest cheerleader and hero, our 
biggest loss will be in how he prayed 
for me and for our missionaries. No 
one prayed for us better and more 
consistently than he could and did. 
As I spoke September 9th at his 
memorial service, I shared about a 
pair of antique ice skates he gave me 
in college. He once saw the pond at 
my college in Pennsylvania where in 
winter many students skated. One 
year when he visited me he brought 
his old skates. His feet were easily 
four sizes bigger than mine, but  
I would put on thick socks, a few of 
them, and tighten the laces as tight 
as I could, but they never did really fit. 
They were really big skates (shoes)  
to fill.

When Grandpa passed away he left 
big skates to fill, a big vacancy in the 
prayer life in the Mission. Grandpa 

loved to pray and knew how to pray. 
He never let an opportunity to pray 
with someone go. This was repeated 
over and over in letters, comments, 
and memories from people around 
the globe and it was through that 
concern people grew to love him 
and sense his love for them. He 
remembered every detail and made 
sure to ask about them.

Those who attended the memorial 
service in Madison received a 
challenge to pick up where Grandpa 
left off. I shared that I had discovered 
that even in retirement, on a 
missionary salary, Grandpa was our 
67th biggest donor to nearly a dozen 
missionaries. A few came to me 
to ask how they could pick up that 
support and I ask you to pray that 
God would raise up partners for  
the rest. 

But my biggest challenge came in 
the form of asking for two people to 
commit to daily prayer for each of 
our Branches to replace one “prayer 
warrior.” I set out pieces of paper 
with the names of the Branches, 
but some were left over. And so it is 
to you I appeal to fill the gap left by 
the passing of my grandfather, Glenn 
Dix, to pray and support the work 
of Source of Light. To “continue in 
prayer” his work, and to “watch with 
thanksgiving” God’s work.

After years of serving as a 
pastor, teacher, and church 
planting missionary, Rev. 
Ron J. Barnes Jr. now serves 
as the General Director and 
CEO for SLM.

prison of his aging body, that allowed 
what had the potential to be some 
of the hardest years of transition at 
SLM to be some of its greatest. That 
I believed he, Grandpa, was “put” 
where he was in confinement to pray 
for me and for SLM. I told him few 
people could have prayed for me in 
ways I would need them most, unless 
they understood this job. I thanked 
God for keeping Grandpa for these 
last few years so that he could pray 
me through this season and I thanked  
Grandpa for enduring this season, and 
that only God knows, but I wondered 
if it wasn’t just for my benefit.

Grandpa labored to respond and he 
tried a few times to say what was on 
his heart. But finally, just as we were 
about to hang up, he said “let me 
know how I can pray for you.”

Colossians 4:2 states “continue 
in prayer,” but literally the word 
προσκαρτερεῖτε means “devote 
yourself” to prayer.

Without a doubt, the “success” in 
ministry which Source of Light has 
had is directly related to those who 
have “devoted themselves” to pray 
for us. In this Reaper, in fact, every 
Reaper, we read stories of how 
God answered our prayers. Please 
take the time to read how God has 
answered your prayers and continue 
to watch with thanksgiving with us as 
we watch God work.

Dr. Barnes giving the devotional for the ANAM Regional meetings. | Photo by RON BARNES III

Who Will Fill His Skates?
Glenn Dix Memorial by Ron Barnes Jr.

T
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If you wish to help fill his shoes in 
prayer or support, you can contact 
me directly at 706.342.0397, or email 
me at rbarnes@sourcelight.org.

Memorial Service

For those who missed the September 
9th celebration of his life as well as 
my Grandmother, Joyce, you can visit 
our Facebook page facebook.com/
slmin.us (you don’t need an account), 
or our new website www.sourcelight.org.  
Many were prevented from attending 
because of Hurricane Irma, but were 
able to watch live via the Internet.  
It was truly a wonderful celebration 
of lives well-lived, who finished their 
race well. Lifelong friends, Dr. Hap 
Struthers, Ed Shoff, Russ Meade, 
and various members of the family 
shared memories of Glenn and Joyce, 
and his pastor, Don Grantham, and 
I gave challenges from the Word.  
It was a time for family and friends 
to celebrate their lives and see 
the work they began continue to 
live on through Source of Light  
Ministries International.

Dr. Glenn Dix in the early years as General Director.

Dr. Barnes speaking at the memorial service. | Photo by RON BARNES III

Dr. Dix and Dr. Barnes 
two generations of 
SLM Leadership.

Photo by
CHUCK ROSWELL

Glenn and Joyce Dix 
fellowshipping  
with friends.
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o often we are excited 
when we hear the number 
of people impacted by the 
work of the Gospel. But 

what’s even more exciting is when 
we get to know the stories carried 
by those whose hearts are being 
softened by the Word of God and the 
power of Christ. SLM shares various 
prayer requests through vehicles like 
the Reaper. Many of you are faithful 
to pray diligently for these needs.  
Just as Paul challenged the Colossian 
believers, we too, can live by this 
principle as we observe how God is 
moving all throughout the efforts of 
SLM, Continue in prayer, and watch in 
the same with thanksgiving (4:2).

One of the greatest things you can 
witness at SLM’s headquarters in 
Madison, Georgia, is when a bell 
is rung over the loudspeaker and 
names belonging to individuals who 
have given their lives to Christ are 
read with cheer for the entire building 
to hear as workers keep tasking away 
in hopes that their efforts will yield 
more reports like these. Some of 
these names belong to prisoners. 
They may be behind bars, but once 
they surrender their hearts to Jesus, 
they walk in truer freedom than they 
have ever known.

Director of Source of Light Haiti, 
Claudy Jean-Baptiste, shared stories 
of women’s prison ministry projects 
leading many to walk to the glory of 

God. Recently, twenty-three prisoners 
received their certificate of The New 
Life in Jesus Christ course.

A Chaplain to Prisoners at the Civil 
Prison in Cabaret explained to 
Claudy how he saw one woman’s life 
transform because of the lessons she 
studied from Source of Light. Before 
her incarceration, the woman was 
minding her own business at home 
when the police came to arrest her for 
complicity in a scam. Unbeknownst to 
her, a friend had used her telephone 
for this scam. Even though she had 
no knowledge of her friend’s use of 
her property for the crime, she was 
still held accountable to the law.  
She grew bitter toward God and 
others. Her thoughts swirled toward 
self-harm. But God brought a calm 
to the breathlessness of her prison 
sentence. She started attending 
SLM Bible classes. Gradually, she 
not only heard the message she 
was receiving — she embraced it.  
She has completed The New Life 
in Jesus Christ course and has 
found that title to be true in her 
actual life. Her first certificate from 
SLM is valuable, but even more 
valuable is the peace that passes 
all understanding her once troubled 
heart now holds. Continue to pray for 
this woman to grow in Christ and that 
her upcoming release from prison 
will give her wings to take her story 
of walking in the freedom of Jesus to 
many others.

Claudy gives several other great 
reports including 47 lives being 

God is Moving

S
To All Nations

Global Outreach Fund

Source of Light International in Madison, Georgia operates and 
ministers to each of its missionaries without any administrative 
fees charged. We rely solely on gifts and regular donations in 
the same way as any of our missionaries, purely by faith. In order 
to continue to operate this way, we are asking God, by faith, to 
raise up new individuals, churches, and foundations to support 
the work of the home office through the Global Outreach Fund.

Would you prayerfully consider partnering with SLM through 
the Global Outreach Fund?
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impacted by SLM lessons during 
VBS and a good partnership with The 
Baptist Church of the Grace of Bon 
Repose to use SLM lessons in Creole 
for evangelism in their community.

Examining what God has done in 
response to steps of faith taken by 
Claudy and his partnership with SLM 
in Haiti creates even more excitement 
about what God is going to do next.  
As we thank the Lord for these 
excellent reports, let’s continue to pray 
for the faith of the women who come 
to salvation in prison to be fortified, 
new lessons to reach both classical 
and secondary schools during this 
2017-2018 academic year, further 
progress for the construction of the 
SLM office, and for a scholarship to 
help meet the needs of Claudy’s own 
two children.

Director of SLM in Mexico, Manuel 
Lopez and his wife, Ruth, have stories 
of thanksgiving and prayer to share 
as well. The church Manuel pastors, 

Dios Es Amor, saw the faithfulness of 
the Lord with all needs provided to 
run a VBS that hosted 320 people!

Some of the Lopez’s most profound 
impact can be witnessed at Dios 
es Amor School for Special Needs.  
For a while, it’s been evident that more 
space was needed to accommodate 
the students and their families as 
they help teach minds and nurture 
souls through everyday practical 
education lessons and Bible lessons. 

Teams have volunteered to help 
construct a new upstairs space, 
which now has completed plastered 
walls, a ceiling, floors, windows, and 
electrical installations. An elevator 
and other windows and doors are 
being built, both to be installed soon. 
A few items that remain to be done 
are the completion of bathrooms 
(including wheelchair access to at 
least one side), service stair safety 
improvements, and an expansion 
for the second floor walkways to 

make them wheelchair accessible. 
Ruth’s team at the school is so grateful 
for all that the Lord has provided and 
continues to pray for His provision 
for the completed projects to finish 
out this second floor. Even though 
the space is not totally finished, 
they moved the school upstairs to 
utilize the areas that are ready for 
their growing school while working 
around the complications of an  
unfinished floor.

This space is for people like 
Santiago. Santiago has baby 
siblings, born just 11 months apart. 
They and their single mother all 
live with her mom and his teenage 
uncle. Both Santiago and his uncle 
have diagnoses of severe speech 
impediments and hyperactivity. 
Santiago’s incomprehensible speech 
was nonstop when he first started 
attending Dios es Amor School. 
Additionally, his behavioral problems 
were significant. Gradually, over 
the next few months, there was a 

dramatic improvement in his speech, 
comprehension, and behavior. Bible 
lessons were a little more difficult 
for him to conquer the wiggles and 
listen. Ruth recalls, “Eventually the 
teacher started holding him on her 
lap, and he started paying attention. 
Not only that, he started praying, 
and frequently said: “God, please 
make me be a good little chap.”  
One day, he decided to ask Jesus 
into his heart. And God is answering 
his prayer. Santiago is learning to be 
a good little boy. He still pushes or 
shoves now and then, and he doesn’t 
always obey. But the transformation 
in his life is apparent. His mother, 
grandmother, and uncle all need to 
know Jesus too. Maybe this “good 
little chap” will shine the way for his 
family to find the narrow path.

Librada, Santiago’s teacher, has her 
own testimony of God’s faithfulness. 
She was widowed at age 20, with 
two children while she was pregnant 
with her third. She married at 16 

Community children attend VBS in HAITI. Librada and her students at Dios es Amor School for Special Needs.
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to escape trouble in her family of 
origin, only to find out on her wedding 
night that her husband was abusive. 
When her husband died, she did not 
realize something was wrong with 
her second child. After she became 
aware that he needed attention, she 
took strenuous trips to find help and 
discovered Adolfo, her son, was deaf. 
In utter despair, Librada wondered 
how to get him the help he needed. 
God saw to it that some Wycliffe 
missionaries happened to be nearby. 
When they learned of Adolfo’s plight, 
they put Librada in touch with Dios 
es Amor, where she and the children 
eventually came to live with the 
Lopezes. Because of the work that the 
SLM’s partnership with the Lopezes 
in the school and church, Librada and 
her family have come to know Christ, 
one by one. Adolfo is the boy who 
was the catalyst to start the school, 
which now serves students with any 
disabilities. Fourteen years later, 
Librada is the church caretaker, van 
driver, and a teacher for the school. 
The church gives her a small salary, 
but the physical needs of her family 

require more. The school desires to 
give both her and two other volunteer 
teachers a monthly salary to help 
meet their needs as they continue 
helping the needs of so many at  
the school. 

From the names heard over the 
loudspeakers at SLM’s headquarters 
in Georgia, of the women whose 
lives are being transformed by Christ 
in Haitian prisons, to family faith 
legacies being altered by the Gospel 
through a school for disabled people 
in Mexico, God is answering prayer 
and ordering the steps of SLM’s 
partners to further His Kingdom. 
The needs can be so overwhelming, 
but then again so can the fruits of 
Gospel seeds that have been planted 
in response. Continue in prayer, 
friends, and watch with thanksgiving.  
God is moving.

Volunteers help to construct the upstairs at Dios 
es Amor School in PUEBLA, MEXICO.

A Christian living writer 
based out of South Central 
Virginia, Emily P. Meyer, 
enjoys spending time with 
her husband, miracle baby 
son, and their sweet dog.

rian and Kimberly Thigpen 
had served in Asia for 
nearly three years.  

They had learned the language, 
studied the culture, built relationships, 
and planned to stay long term.  
They wanted to raise their children 
with a love for international people 
and culture, and a heart for God’s 
global kingdom work.

Why was God shutting them down? 
So many people weren’t willing to 
go. Why would God close the door to 
ones who were?

Kimberly was sick. She had been for 
years, but doctors did not know why. 
They had packed and were ready to 
return to Asia after a furlough when 
Kimberly ended up in ICU needing 
major surgery to save her life.  
She was finally diagnosed with 
Addison’s disease and a few other 
life-altering conditions and was told 
emphatically by one doctor that she 
could not live or even travel overseas 
any longer. 

They had to step away from missions. 
For a time, each struggled with what 
this new path meant. They were  
limited in so many ways, from big 
ministries in their church down 
to having people into their home.  
Brian got a job teaching high school 
math. He sought to be faithful 
where God had placed him, teaching 

character to his students and trying 
to be a godly influence to both 
students and teachers, but felt more 
and more stifled by the restrictions 
placed on him regarding anything that 
was considered religious. He tried to 
be content where God had placed 
him, even as he prayed and waited 
for an opportunity to be in full-time  
ministry again.

Kimberly felt shelved. With so many 
flare-ups and setbacks, she felt 
useless and guilty over being the 
cause of them being shut down.  
God had much to teach her (see 
page 19) about where she had 
been finding her identity and worth. 
She had to narrow her energies to 
being a wife and mommy, but then 
God allowed her the ministry of 
writing, something she could do from 
home with her unpredictable health  
and schedule.

They Prayed and They Waited

God makes all things beautiful in His 
time. After ten years, the Thigpens 
“happened” to take a one-day 
trip to Source of Light Ministries.  
They wanted to show their children 
the huge rolls of paper used in 
the printing presses, and let them 
volunteer for a few hours in the 
Braille ministry (since the director of 
the Braille ministry “happened” to be 
a lifelong friend).

Not Done Yet
What God Did When One Family “Happened” to Visit SLM for the Day...

B
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Little did they know what God had 
planned! As they toured SLM, 
Kimberly was flooded with ideas—a 
ministry sending words to the world 
would be a dream to her. Then the 
director (who “happened” to have 
been connected with them for years 
and knew of Brian’s particular skills 
and Kimberly’s limitations) presented 
a ministry opportunity that could only 
be crafted by God, one that needed 
Brian’s missions experience as well 
as math and problem-solving skills.

They were stunned. After all these 
years of praying, thinking a return to 
missions was impossible, was this 
really happening? When they asked 
their children what they thought of 
the idea of moving and uprooting to 
Georgia, the first thing eight-year-old 
Hope said was, “Daddy would get to 
talk about God whenever he wanted.” 
He had been limited in his public 
school but now could be part of a 
ministry that goes into public schools 
around the world sharing the Gospel 
and discipling hundreds of children. 
Kimberly would be able to be involved 
as her health allowed, even on her 
computer from home, using words to 
reach the world.

After much prayer, within just a few 
short weeks, Brian resigned his 
teaching job and the Thigpens had a 
big moving sale, said their goodbyes, 
and packed for their new life at SLM! 
In the beautiful way that only God can 
orchestrate, Brian and Kimberly will 
be able to reach more people from 
Madison, Georgia, than they ever 
could have had they remained on 
the field where they were. They love 
that they will be raising their children 
among people willingly giving their 
time and resources to kingdom work, 
and are excited to become part of a 
ministry that gives the Good News of 
Christ to people all across the globe 
every single day.

Please pray for the Thigpens as they 
begin their new life and ministry  
with SLM!

Living with a benign tumor 
and multiple diseases, 
Kimberly Rae Thigpen, has 
continued to write, authoring 
over 20 books on missions 
and human trafficking.

Kimberly talks with school children at a park in ASIA.

Living in our own strength is like trying 
to fix a clay pot with wax. For a time 
we will look fine, but will not be able 
to withstand the heat of life’s trials. 
However, if we give our broken pieces 
to God, and let Him fill in the cracks 
with Himself, He makes us into rare 
treasures that bring honor to Him and 
give us value we would never have on 
our own.

God is the greatest Kintsugi artist, 
taking what is deemed worthless and 
creating masterpieces, taking what is 
broken and making it beautiful.

Broken to Beautiful
by Kimberly Rae Thigpen

In Asia, clay pots have little value. 
If a clay pot is broken, it becomes 
worthless. Some merchants will 
make the pot appear restored using 
wax, deceiving potential buyers, but 
the moment it is heated, the wax 
melts and the pot crumbles again. 

Nevertheless, all hope is not lost.  
A Japanese method called Kintsugi 
turns broken pots into masterpieces. 
How is it done? A Kintsugi artist fills 
in the cracks with gold, making each 
pot a one-of-a-kind work of art. Now 
the pot is not only useful again but a 
rare treasure, one that brings honor to 
the artist who restored it and gave it 
beauty and value it never would have 
had on its own.

17   sourcelight.org   /slmin.us   @slmin |
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As a child, I loved reading biographies 
of great missionary heroes. I longed 
to live a life worthy of a biography 
someday, that people would look at 
my life and say, “Wow, look at what 
she did for Jesus.”

It sounded spiritual, but over these 
years of being shut down, God 
has shown me that my goal, at its 
heart, was about me. Look at what 
she did for Jesus. I wanted to do 
something worthy to prove I had 
worth. If I did something significant,  
then I was significant.

Those days in ICU, unable to 
accomplish anything of use, much 
less do all the things on the field I felt 
I should, God showed me I had just as 
much value and worth to Him there in 
that bed, hooked to all those tubes 
and machines, as I did scurrying 
around trying to prove myself. He 
wanted me to find my worth in Him, 
not in what I did for Him. 

Disease and continued illness has 
humbled me. Now, instead of burning 
out trying to make myself significant, 
God is asking me to represent those 
who cannot do all they’d like to do, 
but can still be radiant because they 
are looking to their Savior and are 
unashamed (Psalm 34:5). I don’t 
want to be sick, broken, in pain, but if 
I can live this message of hope and 
worth for God’s glory better as I am, 

What Jesus Did for Her

then being broken is not only a gift 
but a high calling.

My goal has changed. I no longer want 
to get to the end of my life and have 
people say, “Wow, look at what she 
did for Jesus.” I want them to look 
and say, “Wow, look at what Jesus  
did for her.”

by Kimberly Rae Thigpen

“It is good for me that I have been afflicted;  
that I might learn thy statutes.”

—Psalm 119:71

Kimberly receiving treatment for Addison’s disease.

Looking for a Gap Year, a way  
to study and serve God for a year,

or just some inspiration?

Take Bible Institute Classes,* learn various  
aspects of missions from experienced missionaries,  
and take a mission trip at the end of the semester.  

All for only $8,000, plus raise support for the mission trip.

Visit:

sourcelight.org/opportunities/extreme-assignment/

Contact Brenda Barnes:  
bbarnes@slmin.org

706.342.0397
*Extreme Assignment is accepted as up to

4 semesters of credit at four various Bible Colleges.
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JAMES BYAKIKA

Spotlight: Mbale, UGANDA

“Pray that the Almighty Lord helps 
whoever uses the lessons to use 
them effectively, that God opens up 
ways for us to get funds to continue 
running the ministry in Uganda, helps 
and opens up ways to reach more 
people in various places, that we may 
be led, guided, and protected with the 
power of the Holy Spirit in all we do 
for the Ministry of Christ in Uganda.” 
James Byakika’s prayer requests 
illuminate his deep reverence for the 
Lord and the sobriety he has in his 
Kingdom work role with SLM. James 
served for seven years as a SLM 
volunteer in the eastern Ugandan town 
of Mbale. With another year under his 
belt as Ugandan National Director, he 
is even more committed to utilize 
SLM tracts, booklets, Bibles, audio 
lessons, and funds to pour into Bible 
correspondence courses, evangelism 
to Muslims, church planting, prison 
ministry, conferences and seminars, 

counseling, orphanage ministry, and 
discipleship with Ugandan people.  
In a country with a devastating history 
of child abduction for Joseph Kony’s 
Lord’s Resistance Army, SLM is now 
seeing people walk in true freedom 
with salvation through Christ. Perhaps 
this nation’s frighteningly dark history 
is what has fueled much interest 
in SLM lessons and the making of  
new disciples.

James has a vision for an income-
generating system that will lead to 
the sustainability of the ministries 
he shepherds for SLM in Uganda, 
with needed tools of: a car to travel 
to more people, land and an office 
to reduce hiked up costs from rent, 
more books from the States, and an 
in-house photocopier to both reduce 
the cost of photocopying and use as 
means for income. Your contributions 
go a long way in the work God is doing 
through SLM’s efforts in Uganda. 

By Emily P. Meyer

PARTNERSHIP

Unity 
Teamwork 

Community

Weighing up to 1,100 pounds, an $800 roll of paper yields 18,000 to 20,000 
Bible lessons. A $50 box of digital quality paper can produce about 1,250 Bible 
lessons. Source of Light material is used in Christian and secular schools, 
church planting, Bible studies, and even prisons around the world. Translations 
include languages such as French, Spanish, Tagalog, Hindi, and Japanese 
among several others available in Madison and abroad.

One of SLM’s goals is to enable our international missionaries to produce the 
lessons on their own soil. However, many cannot because of the high cost of 
paper. Your generous gift will reach people in the US and overseas.

Consider a donation with the ultimate return on investment … 

… an investment which yields eternal results !

Become a paper partner today, go to

sourcelight.org/donate

THE PRINTED WORD... 
STILL CHANGING LIVES,

CONSIDER BECOMING
A PAPER PARTNER!
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Kenyan high school students praying to receive Christ as Savior & Lord.

Spotlight: Nairobi, KENYA

Recent world news has spotlighted 
the plight of the Kenyan Presidential 
election. Years’ worth of corruption 
has created an environment of 
political unrest and polarized 
economic statuses. Still, Kenya,  
a place of landscapes topped only 
by her beautiful people, is set apart 
by freedom to worship and wide 
doors to spread the Gospel. For 26 
years, National Director, Timothy 
Kyuli, and his wife, Nancy, have 
served Kenyans from their home 
base in Nairobi and five other cities, 
with their two children right beside 
them. Their ministry portfolio is 
diverse with Bible study lessons 
supplied for discipleship in churches, 
prisons, police administration, and 
high schools to name a few. Good 
stewardship is implemented with 
in-country printing of materials.  
The Kyulis champion both the needs 
of the impoverished and the potential 

for continued impact. Because of 
the high level of corruption, most 
Kenyans do not earn enough wages 
to meet their physical needs.  
Since providing for the needs of their 
families is paramount, Kenyans are 
less concerned about spiritual needs. 
More funds would bring tangible help 
for the immediate as well as a shift in 
more people’s futures won for Christ.

Currently, the 18 member Kenya team 
operates in a facility with high rent. 
One of the ways to address long term 
needs would be to buy land and build 
an office. As you prayerfully examine 
how you might support God’s work 
in this country, ask God to transform 
the hearts of Kenyan leadership 
from corruption to righteousness, for 
peace during post election tensions, 
safety for the Kyuli family and their 
teammates, as they travel frequently 
through difficult terrains, provision, 
and improved health.

By Emily P. Meyer

Projects
Three Classroom Project
Location: GHANA

$50,000 is needed for the completion 
of the second floor of the Evangelical 
Christian Academy in Tefle. This will 
give them three more classrooms, 
allowing the much needed space to 
handle the students. The completed 
project would give the teachers and 
students more safety to conduct 
classes and would also attract more 
students to attend. The school gives 
opportunities to minister to both 
students and families.

Church Building Construction
Location: GHANA

$5,000 is needed to construct a 
Church Building in Dabala village.  
You and I are used to attending church 
in a building that has central heating 
and air conditioning. This church 
began in 2005, and meets under a 
tree near an old mud school building. 
When it rains, the church cannot meet 
and some of the people go to another 
church in another village. This project 
will benefit the village with a place 
where they can regularly have church 
and can reach out to more people in 
the village to come.

Motorbikes for Rural Areas
Location: GHANA

$1,000 each is needed for a total of 
five motorbikes. Teachers are walking 
to school which makes a long day to 
teach and then return home again 
by foot, so a motorbike would save 
them valuable time. A motorbike 
would allow a pastor to visit the many 
church members and parents of the 
children who attend the school from 
Tefle and Dabala villages.

Building Renovations
Location: DR CONGO

With extensive renovations, a building 
on the property in Kinshasa could be 
used to generate some income for 
the ministry. Needs include:

To give to a project visit us online at: 
sourcelight.org/projects

$100 for lumber

$115 for gravel

$160 for rebar

$750 for sand

$800 for cement

$980 for windows 
and doors

$820 for 
labor and 
transportation

$1,250 for paint, 
electricity, and, 
plumbing

$1,500 for septic 
system
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DR CONGO Director Vedette with his family.

Spotlight: Kinshasa, DR CONGO

Nestled in the heart of Africa is the 
home to over 81 million people: The 
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). 
For 17 years, Lufua Nlunda Ghislain 
and Mbuyi Tshibuabua Peter have 
served in the region of Kinshasa 
(DRS) as National Missionaries. 
There are over 200 Afro ethnic groups 
represented, where the majority 
speak French, 20% claim to be 
protestant, and 30% of children under 
5 years of age are malnourished. 
Interestingly, the majority of the 
population are children under 14. 
BUT the literacy rate is close to 
64% for ages 15 years and older.  
The DRC is both a host and source 
country for refugees with thousands 
coming for refuge from neighboring 
countries and just in July of 2017, 
3.8 million Congolese were internally 
displaced due to violence between 
rebel groups and Congolese armed 
forces. These facts are important 

for what Lufua and Mbuyi do in 
partnership with SLM here.

SLM lessons are distributed through 
a network of people (couriers) which 
literally pass materials hand to hand. 
Through this system, SLM has touched 
even the outreaching countries with 
the Gospel. The Bible courses and 
tracts are used for ministries in areas 
of evangelism, discipleship, schools, 
prisons, and serving the Associate 
Discipleship Schools. The national 
missionaries of the DRC have needs 
for support teams to come alongside 
them physically and financially 
as they serve and also for relief 
resources for projects with prisoners 
and social assistance. Pray that God 
continues to give these courageous 
SLM missionaries wisdom, strength, 
protection over their families, and 
also for how you might contribute to 
more people coming to Christ through 
SLM’s efforts in the DRC. 

By Emily P. Meyer

SUV or Large Van
Location: INDIA — THE GAP

$39,500 is needed as the present 
vehicle is costing more than it is 
worth to keep it running. A new 
vehicle would enable workers to visit 
more unreached villages. It would 
also give reliable transportation for 
visitors from the United States to 
minister from place to place.

Air Conditioners
Location: INDIA — NORTH ZONE

$1,900 is needed to purchase and 
install four air conditioners. The 
weather is very hot and humid in 
New Dehli and it is difficult to hold 
meetings with a large group of people 
in an uncomfortable space.

Tabernacle Project Follow-Up
Location: INDIA — SOUTH ZONE

$800 monthly is needed as thousands 
of contacts are being made through 
the Tabernacle project. Hemanth 
Peter is unable to do all the follow-up 
himself. Monthly support is needed 
to give pastors who help him with the 
exciting response. It is impossible for 
him to cover this expense on his own.

Outreach and Teachers
Location: MEXICO

$3,000 is needed to cover the cost 
of the evangelistic efforts of Manuel 
and Ruth Lopez, Mexico DTB Branch 
Directors. Yearly outreach to the 
community includes Independence 
Day festivities, a Christmas program, 
a women’s breakfast, and many more.

$6,000 is needed to conduct VBS 
each summer. With literally hundreds 
of children in attendance each year 
this outreach is a very effective tool.  

$12,000 is needed to hire teachers 
and cover day-to-day expenses at the 
Special Needs School. The school 
has very little funds to continue 
operating on a daily basis and has 
been run by a handful of volunteers 
with almost no money.

Support the Lakras
Location: INDIA

$100 monthly is needed to assist 
Ignatius and Marjorie Lakra. They’ve 
been using their own funds to help 
a deaf and mute couple who recently 
had a baby and have no income.

To give to a project visit us online at: 
sourcelight.org/projects

Projects
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Matthew Malin is 24 years old, 
is a recent graduate of Piedmont 
International University and serves as 
recruiter for them. “Matty” lived in a 
Christian home his entire life. Being a 
pastor’s son, ministry was inundated 
into his daily life early on. Growing up,  

Brian Thigpen earned his Master’s 
degree in Teaching English as a Second 
Language so he could serve in areas 
not open to traditional missionaries. 
He and his wife, Kimberly, served in 
Asia for several years before health 
problems brought them back to the 
United States. The past eight years, 
Brian has taught mathematics in 
a public high school and actively 
served in their church. Brian joined 
SLM in September 2017, using 
his gift for numbers in the financial 

SAMUEL & ALICE PEREIRA

Spotlight: Crato, Ceará, BRAZIL

Not so long ago, Brazil was at the 
forefront of everyone’s attention 
as this largest country in South 
America hosted the 2016 Olympics.  
Just several months before this 
worldwide event, Samuel Milanez 
Pereira started his official role as 
Co-Director in Crato, Ceará, Brazil, 
where he lives with his wife, Alice, 
and little girl. Samuel works to 
teach students about Christ, bring 
new churches into the ministry that 
will use lessons from SLM, and is 
in the process of creating a better 
information organizational system for 
SLM Brazil. The main resources that 
are used to reach people for Jesus 
through this ministry are Explorers 1, 
Love, Dating, and Marriage, Light from 
the Gospel of John, A Country Called 
Heaven, Basic Bible Truths, and The 
New Life in Christ 2 & 3. 

Samuel’s team helps keep the 
passion fresh by placing a pin on 

every city where they send one or 
more lesson booklets in Brazil.  
It creates excitement as visitors and 
workers alike view a sea of push pins 
sticking out of cities all over Brazil 
representing the amazing work of the 
Lord. Even as they see these victories, 
there are still many heavenly battles 
to be won in this area of the world. 

Pray for more Brazilian churches 
to catch the vision that SLM has 
for discipling and Bible teaching by 
coming alongside to partner with 
SLM’s efforts. Ask God to continue 
to bring committed students who 
hunger and thirst to know Him more 
intimately. As you consider how you 
might contribute to the needs for SLM 
Brazil, know that there is a need for a 
new computer and a new car to help 
this ministry run more effectively. 
Continue to pray for Samuel,  
his family, his team, and what God is 
doing there. 

By Emily P. Meyer

MATTHEW MALIN

BRIAN THIGPEN FAMILY

By Emily P. Meyer

Missionary Highlight: MADISON, GA

department, his problem-solving skills 
assessing and improving efficiency in 
publications, and his experience with 
international partnerships with the 
many international Branches at SLM.

Before marriage, Kimberly Thigpen 
taught children and did writing projects 
in Bangladesh, then served in an AIDS 
orphan project in Uganda. After she met 
and married Brian Thigpen, they lived in 
Southeast Asia for several years. When 
Kimberly’s Addison’s disease and other 
health problems brought them back to 
the US, she began writing books and 
training on fighting human trafficking. 
She has been published over 200 
times and authored over 20 books  
(see www.kimberlyrae.com), and now 
looks forward to using her experience 
and gifts using words to reach the 
world with SLM.

Brian and Kimberly have two children, 
Daniel (13) and Hope (9).

Matty knew what it meant to be a 
Christian, but it never affected his heart.

At the age of 17, Matty came to a saving 
knowledge of Jesus and began his  
ever-growing relationship with Christ. 
Now, he firmly believes that he has 
been called into full-time vocational 
ministry preaching the Gospel and 
making disciples; specifically with  
college-aged students.

This calling has morphed into an 
opportunity working with Source of Light 
in their Extreme Assignment Internship 
program. Matty will be recruiting and 
actively discipling the college interns 
during their time at SLM.
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Praise Prayer

u  Sika Yawo, National Director of 
SLM Togo, West Africa, and his team, 
are attempting to plant a church in 
a village that is very hostile to the 
Gospel. While in the United States on 
deputation this summer, he earnestly 
asked people to pray that God would 
give him wisdom in how to reach the 
people of Agbanakin. He has three 
villagers who have expressed interest 
in learning more. By faith, he shared 
the need for finances to buy a piece 
of land and to build a church in this 
village. God has answered this prayer 
and supplied the need completely.

u  Sanjeeb and Anita Sahu, serving 
with SLM in the North Zone of India, 
rejoice that over 100 youth attended 
a youth retreat in Delhi and 25 of 
them committed their lives to Jesus.

u  Permission has been granted for 
our SLM Ministries in India to once 
again receive funding from interna-
tional sources. Their license to do so 
was under evaluation for some time, 
and they could not receive funds until 
it was approved. It made it very diffi-
cult to operate, so this is a big praise!

u  A former prisoner and student of 
Source of Light Madison Discipleship 
School, Luis, wrote recently that 
God has put a desire in his heart to 
evangelize in jails and hospitals. He 
told us that he has just graduated with 
a Bachelor of Chaplaincy and that he 
is serving as a Pastor’s Assistant.

u  Charlie and Beth Notarte, 
PhilSOL missionaries, praise the 
Lord that he has provided a pastor 
for the church he started in 2015 in  
Ducligan Banaue Ifugao. Charlie had 

to leave the church due to illness. 
God provided a motorbike that 
served Charlie in his work there and 
he rejoices to pass it on to the new 
pastor and see it continue to be used 
in the ministry of the Gospel.

u  Joe and Penny Homontowski, SLM 
missionaries in Canada, praise the 
Lord for a camp that is now allowing 
them to minister to the children with 
the Bible lessons.

u  Daniel Sappor, National SLM 
Director in Ghana, praises the Lord 
for $10,000 that was donated for a 
school bus that is greatly needed in 
Ghana, $5,000 that was provided for 
a well, $5,000 that was provided to 
begin an addition at the Tefle School, 
$5,000 that was provided for a 
church building for a body of believers 
who have been meeting under a tree 
for about 10 years, and for several 
other projects that God provided for 
during his 2017 deputation trip to the  
United States.

u  Source of Light Philippines praises 
the Lord for His faithfulness in using 
the Source of Light Bible lessons, at 
preschool and elementary levels, as 
their textbook for Christian education. 
This entire school year, 2017– 2018, 
The Doane Dumangas Fundamental 
Christian Academy will use a book 
format of the Bible lessons.

u  Manuel and Ruth Lopez, SLM 
Mexico, praise the Lord that they were 
able to get the special needs school 
moved into the new upstairs addition 
and that they were able to start the 
school year with larger facilities.

u  Sika Yawo, SLM Togo, West Africa, 
requests prayer that God will prepare 
hearts in the village of Agbanakin for 
the Gospel. Pray that God will make a 
way (funds are available, now they just 
need to find a plot of land) for Sika and 
his team to purchase a piece of land 
to construct a church there. Pray for 
the evangelization of this village. Also 
a plot of land and a building for the 
church at Fiokondji is needed. This vil-
lage is very antagonistic to the Gospel. 
The small church that has been formed 
was meeting in a school, and they have 
recently been evicted. The Togo Disci-
pleship Training Branch is attempting 
to raise the remaining $5,319.

u  Sanjeeb and Anita Sahu, SLM 
Missionaries in North India, ask us to 
pray that God will provide $1,900 to 
purchase four air-conditioners for their 
prayer hall.

u  Joe and Penny Homontowski, SLM 
Canada, are praying that God will open 
a door for them to be able to send the 
Bible lessons to the prisons.

u  Pray that God would raise up 
additional prayer and financial partners 
for our Madison Headquarters Staff, 
our Field Missionaries, and Missionary 
Appointees currently on deputation.

u  PhilSOL is praying that their Board 
will be able to find translators for 
the Bible lessons that have not been 
translated into Tagalog, Hiligaynon, 
Cebuano, and Ilocano. They are also 
trying to raise funds to do an initial 
survey on some property they would 
like to purchase on which to build 
a much-needed office. Additional 
funds would be needed to complete  
the project.

u  Madison Discipleship School 
asks us to pray for adjustments that 
are having to be made in order to 
get the Bible lessons to inmates in 
Michigan prisons and jails. They also 
ask us to pray that the Lord would 
meet some financial needs of the 
Madison Discipleship School and its  
local missionaries.

u  There is an ongoing need for funds 
for printing the Bible lessons in Asia.

u  Daniel Sappor, the SLM Director in 
Ghana, requests prayer for the $5,000 
that will be needed to clear the school 
bus from customs when it is shipped.

u  Pray that our National Missionaries 
who serve in areas recently affected by 
hurricanes and earthquakes will have 
wisdom and provision to assist in the 
disaster relief needs.

u  Newer, reliable vehicles, that 
will serve our missionaries for many 
years, equipped with all that is needed 
for their area (such as four-wheel  
drive and air-conditioning in very 
hot climates where security and 
safety is an issue), is a need for 
several of our fields. Funds are not 
always available for constant repairs, 
authentic parts may not be available, 
and finding skilled mechanics can be  
a problem. A reliable vehicle will lessen 
their stress.

u  Pray for our National Missionaries 
who are serving in areas where political 
oppression makes it difficult and more 
expensive to work. Pray that God would 
give them wisdom in how to minister 
in these environments and that God 
would provide the encouragement 
they need to prevent burnout and 
discouragement.
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Dear Friend,

Let’s remember His words … 

Lay not up for yourselves 
treasure on earth … but lay 
up for yourselves treasure 
in heaven … for where your 
treasure is, there will your 
heart be also.  
(paraphrase Matthew 6:19–21)

… for in heaven we will be glad 
we did.

Yours for the harvest,

Rev. Ronald J. Barnes, Jr.
General Director

Give online at:
sourcelight.org/donate

By Phone:
706.342.0397

Each gift will be used as designated with 
the understanding that when any desig-
nated need is met, the remaining gifts 
will be used where most needed. Gifts 
are acknowledged and receipted with an 
official receipt for income tax purposes.

We are grateful to you for being 
a part of the ministry of Source 
of Light through your prayers 

and financial support.

In Memorial

Dr. Glenn Dix by
Mrs. Carole Joy Hardy
Mrs. Florence Lim
Mrs. Eula Keener
Miss Margaret Stringer
Mr. Tommy Cathey
Mrs. Christine Lambert
Mrs. Frances Busenitz
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Rochon
Mr. and Mrs. Gene Smith
Mrs. Charlotte Mattocks
Rev. and Mrs. Don Lowry
Scatters Foundation

Ed and Florence Waltner by
Mrs. Frances Busenitz

Mrs. Clara Schwartz Reem by
Mrs. Marian Hall

Mr. Duane Darrow by
Mrs. Barbara Darrow

Mrs. Grace Ann Bennett by
Fleda Farney

Mrs. Opal Linebaugh by
Mr. and Mrs. Ed Shoff
Rev. and Mrs. Don Lowry

Susan Forte by
Ms. Carolyn Pasquarello

Nell Rose Steelman by
Mr. and Mrs. David Steelman

Mr. Jack Lessnor by
Rev. and Mrs. James Sheldrake

Dr. Luz Nacionales by
Capt. and Mrs. Troy Hamm

Mrs. Mary McAllister by
Miss Linda Storms

Mr. Zachary Ashtee Jarrell by
Mr. and Mrs. W. Morrison, Jr.

Mr. Herb Pollard by
Mr. Walter Myers

Mr. Jack Stiles by
Virginia Howie

Gifts in Honor of … 

Gifts in Memory of … 

Sister Dell Thompson, widow of Brother Cam 
Thompson, mother of Faith, Hope, and Joy, 
and associate of Source of Light Ministries 
since its founding, went home to be with the 
Lord and rejoin her beloved Cam on July 5, 
2017, at the wonderful age of 97 years.
While missionaries in Ecuador, South 
America in 1947, the Lord impressed upon 
Brother Cam Thompson the power of the Holy 
Scriptures in evangelism as he witnessed 
several people in a coffee shop reading New 
Testaments he had given them a short time 
before. At that time he determined that his 
life should be spent in the distribution of 
God’s Word, especially New Testaments and 
Gospels of John. This led to establishing 
the Pan American Testament League. Cam, 
a noted man of prayer, along with his dear 
wife, Dell, prayed in thousands upon thou-
sands of dollars over the years which were 
used to purchase Scriptures and send them 
around the world. He was involved in many 
campaigns for the spreading of God’s Word.
The Lord used Brother Cam and Gospel dis-
tributions in the founding of Source of Light 
Ministries. The Lord promoted Cam to Glory 
in 1961, leaving Sister Dell to care for their 
three daughters, as well as the responsibility 
of carrying on their ministry.
Brother Mel Shepherd joined Source of Light 
in 1961 to be on loan to Pan Am to work 
along side Dell until the Lord called him 
home in 2008. Dell carried on a vital ministry 
by phone, correspondence, prayer, and public 
speaking as she counseled people in need, 
and shared the burden of the work before 
friends and churches.
Sister Dell wrote in her report in 1967:

Pan Am seeks to supply all missions and 
missionaries with the Word of God for free 
distribution as the Lord leads. Our method 
is to reach every home in specific areas.

A report in early 1966 reads:
It has been a great privilege these five 
years to continue to send multiplied thou-
sands of copies of Gospels and Bibles out 

to the fields with a maximum of prayer and 
a minimum of ‘red tape.’ It is a real adven-
ture every day, in the life of faith, to watch 
the Lord work in sheer answer to prayer to 
provide for these Gospels and for us. For 
many years it has been our custom to tell 
our needs to the Lord. Funds sent to Pan 
Am for Scriptures go 100% to purchase 
Gospels and Bibles at the lowest possible 
rate in any given country. Expenses, post-
age, and personal funds must all come in 
on the side …
These Gospels and Bibles were sent to 
Mexico, Spain, Venezuela, Brazil, Argentina, 
Colombia, Chile, Romania, and East Berlin. 
Gospels were sent to Korea to be placed 
in rice bags and handed out to the poor. 
Funds were sent to help supply Gospels 
for the most recent Cuban refugees in 
Miami. Gospels were furnished to groups 
distributing here in Atlanta and other  
cities — these being separate funds 
from the foreign work. In the Dominican 
Republic, an estimated 250 to 300,000 
homes have been reached [with] close 
to 8,000 professions of faith. Despite 
gunfire and general strike [conditions] 
there were 14 united campaigns going on 
which resulted in a great harvest of souls. 
Funds received for missions enabled us to 
support one full-time missionary in Ecuador 
and contribute regularly to several other  
missionaries and mission societies.

At times, Dell and Mel would see doors 
opened by prayer where they could person-
ally distribute Gospels to school children and 
others. They consistently provided funds for 
these as well as the Gospels and tracts for 
others to distribute in needy areas.

What a blessing and encouragement in the 
Lord’s work to have known and worked rather 
closely with Sister Dell. We, along with a host 
of God’s people around the world, will miss 
her. May God use her “spiritual legacy” until 
Jesus comes, reaping a harvest of souls and 
encouraging the saints in the faith.

In Memorial: Dell Thompson
By Raymond R. Walker
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