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t took 20 hours of flying, 10 
hours of mountain driving, and 
40 minutes of hiking the path 
where the road ended up the 
side of a mountain, but finally 

we reached our destination. Our 
Branch director insisted “this is a trip 
you need to make!”

Our own SLM Indian missionaries 
have wanted to visit this area in the 
Himalayas, to see what has defied 
what most missionaries say about 
the spiritual climate in this area. 
Churches, growing churches, packed 
churches with new believers, in some 
of the most pagan and idolatrous soil 
I have visited. This was more evident 
than any of my previous trips. I saw 
it everywhere I went…even in the 
church service.

As I preached, I watched 
two different people, 
clearly possessed by 
demons, conform 
themselves into what 
could only be described 
as “snake-like.” They 
slithered and riled, 
imitating the movement 
of a snake (which is the 
form of many of the idols 
in Hinduism).

The congregation didn’t seem too 
surprised by what took place, but if 

the mountain to the church. He said, 
“many have found the answers they 
have been looking for up there”.

That Sunday, they took the path, the 
same path I walked, to the church 
where they found freedom and 
healing from the Great Physician. As 
his family sat and heard the Gospel 
presented, one by one they came to 
Christ. He carefully listened initially, 
soaking it all in, assuming it could 
be something he could utilize in his 
“line of work.” But he, too, soon 
realized his need of a Savior, and 
came to Christ, leaving his former  
life behind. 

Their healing was immediate, and 
their conversion was dramatic. The 
town “demon deliverer” was now 
delivering the Gospel and even 
allowing his own home to be used as 

a church. He now studies the Word of 
God diligently as he desires to serve 
the Lord with his whole life as an 
evangelist. This in a region thought 
to be the hardest to reach. There is 
no doubt it is a hard place to reach, 
but our missionaries, our ministries 
will not, cannot stop “until the whole 
world hears.”

While we have missionaries serving 
in 40 plus Branches around the 
globe, through strategic planning 
sessions at regional conferences in 
Africa and South America, we recently 
discovered that some SLM Branches 
in 17 countries have ministries that 
cross into 18 bordering countries. 
Many have been working with us for 
some time and are very close to being 
ready to become official branches if 
they just had the funding.

you could have seen my daughter’s 
face and the face of our national 
director’s daughter, you would 
realize it was rather frightening. 
But it seemed an all too common 
occurrence in that culture where they 
discreetly dealt with them and took it 
all in stride.

In fact, the night before, as I spoke 
in one of the house groups, the 
father of the house shared his 
story. His occupation was that of a 
“transporter.” People from the village 
would bring him their grievances, 
and he would carry demons to the 
accused and “pass along” this 
demon, to torment them.

It usually meant the person would 
not be able to sleep, have psychotic 
episodes, or at the very least be 
plagued with incurable illnesses. But 
when members of his own household 
became ill and experienced these 
symptoms, he was unable to cure 
them. He sought help from other 
“transporters” and witch doctors, 
but when they couldn’t help either, 
he reverted to conventional medicine 
and took them to the hospital. He 
recounted the days and days of 
analysis and tests and his frustration 
that no one could seem to help them 
find relief.

Then one day, a doctor at the hospital, 
familiar with the situation, walked 
him to the corner of the room and 
pointed out the window, half way up 

I
Sophia Barnes (Daughter of Dr. Barnes) and Rhea Sahu (Daughter of SLM India – North Zone Director)  
teaching Sunday School in Himachal Pradesh. | Photo by RON BARNES

Until the Whole World Hears
A letter from the Editor.
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magine living in a village high 
in the tribal hills. Your house 
is made of bamboo. You’ve 

never seen a car or a crayon. Life 
has been fearful, filled with sacrifices 
to the spirits, wars with neighboring 
tribes, and death. Once, you heard of 
a great Book that carried words from 
a creator God more powerful than the 
evil spirits. You long to know more, 
but it is no use. 

There is no copy of  
the great Book in your 
language, and even if  
such a treasure did exist,  
it would not help.  
You cannot read.

Despite technological and cultural 
advances, there are still an estimated 
750 million adults in the world today 
who are illiterate. Some languages 
are not even in written form. How will 
those who cannot read hear of Jesus 
unless they literally hear of Him?

And, as the Scripture says, how can 
they hear without a preacher?

There are more people groups than 
there are missionaries to reach them, 
but what if a missionary could travel 
with a “preacher” in his pocket, a way 
to give and leave behind the Good 
News in village after village?

Source of Light has been using 
Papyrus audio players for several 
years, and has recently implemented 
a similar player called the Torch, 
which includes an LED lantern that is 
sturdy enough, as one website puts 
it, to “survive the most rugged areas 
of the earth.”

Audio players make a powerful 
impact, and illiteracy is not the only 
reason why. Other factors include:

Oral Tradition — 60% of the world’s 
population is considered oral 
learners, meaning their preferred 
learning mode is oral, not written.

Visual Impairment — Over 200 million 
people are blind or visually impaired.

Distance/Weight/Cost — Books are 
heavy and costly. If a pastor has only 
a bicycle, or travels on foot, carrying 
pounds of literature can be a great 
burden, literally.

Storage Problems —Even if a village 
can get printed materials, how are 
they to keep them dry during the rainy 
season, or keep them from being 
eaten or torn by bugs or animals?

Cultural Norms — There are still 
countries where girls are not to be 
educated, or certain portions of the 
populace, such as the lower classes. 
Offering literacy training would not be 
acceptable.

After years of serving  
as a pastor, teacher, and  
church planting missionary,  
Dr. Ronald J. Barnes Jr. 
now serves as the General 
Director and CEO for SLM.

We have many more places to go and 
many challenges along the way, but 
God has been placing SLM in some 
of the most challenging places, and 
with some unique opportunities.

In this issue of the Reaper you will 
hear some of the ways God is using 
SLM missionaries and resources 
around the globe to see people 
saved and disciples made in some 
unique ways. God has opened the 
door for evangelism, discipleship, 
and training, using electronic media 
for sustained ministry when our 
missionaries are spread thin.

You will learn about discipleship 
available online and in smartphone 
apps. You will hear about the Gospel 
being presented on little devices 
that deliver it orally to those who are 
unable to read.

It is my hope that you will read this 
edition of the Reaper from cover to 
cover and prayerfully consider how you 
can help Source of Light Ministries 
International keep taking the Gospel, 
making disciples, and training 
national leaders around the globe… 
“Until the Whole World Hears!”

Preacher in a Pocket

I
Left to Right: Raju Singh – SLM Evangelist & Church Planter, Dr. Barnes, and Sanjeeb Sahu  – Director of SLM North 
Zone in Rohru. | Photo by SOPHIA BARNES



8 | the REAPER • Spring 2018 9   sourcelight.org   /slmin.us   @slmin |

villages very hostile to the Gospel. In 
each village we will train the first five 
lost souls saved and hand them the 
devices that will be used especially 
during the nights. During the day the 
villagers go to the farms and others 
go fishing. The villages are more 
lively during the nights than during 
the day. So those who will receive the 
Torch will use the lamp of the device 
to visit their families or friends and 
by this means it can extinguish the 
lamp and present the Gospel through 
the Torch. First they will be surprised 
and will be more curious by listening 
to the Gospel and surely God will 
touch the hearts. Sincerely it is a very 
good way to reach these lost souls in 
hostile environments.”

For less than $70, a village can be 
given a piece of equipment that holds 

At present, SLM has audio players 
in: Jamaica, Ghana, Ethiopia, India, 
Uganda, Haiti, and Togo, where 
they are making a difference. One 
man in Uganda stated, “Who are 
these people who have thought of 
the blind man like me? The word of 
the Lord which I hear every day from 
the instrument I got has encouraged 
my life. I had lost hope but now 
my life is new and I am assured of 
going to Heaven, my life has been 
strengthened every hour. I want to 
thank you for the love you have for 
the blind man.”

the entire Bible in multiple languages, 
plus lessons, on its 4GB of storage, 
and fully charges in 8-14 hours of 
sunlight. This little “preacher” will 
remain to evangelize and disciple 
long after the missionary has gone, 
and can give its Good News to 
anyone who has ears to hear. Pastor 
Sika’s conclusion about using audio 
players mirrors our own: “That will be 
wonderful.”

Faith cometh by  
hearing...

—Romans 10:17

Pastor Sika in Togo uses Torch players 
to reach students in the public school 
system. He says, “After breakfast 
there is enough time that these 
students have fun and sometimes 
make dangerous games. We want to 
take advantage of this time for these 
lost souls in our schools. Glory to 
the Lord we have no problem with 
the school administration. Instead 
of letting these students use this 
time badly, we fill this void to favor 
the conversion of many by the Torch 
players that are very interesting to 
them. God has often touched the 
hearts of some who confess their 
sins and give their lives to Jesus.”

Possibilities abound for future impact 
using these small “preachers.” For 
Pastor Sika, the 30 new players he 
has received “will be used only in 

Director of SLM Uganda James Byakika giving instructions on the players use. | Photo by JAMES BYAKIKAChildren in Uganda gathering to hear the courses of SLM. | Photo by JAMES BYAKIKA

Living with a benign tumor 
and multiple diseases, 
Kimberly Rae Thigpen, has 
continued to write, authoring 
over 20 books on missions 
and human trafficking.

Jamaica
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hey didn’t have food, water, 
or electricity, but as I sat 
training pastors in a refugee 
camp in a remote area 

in Africa… a cell phone rang loudly. 
Initially, my conditioning of speaking 
in US churches while a cell phone 
rang made me a little disturbed. 
But my attention immediately turned 
to the uniqueness of the situation. 
It made me again realize how cell 
towers have made Internet available 
to a majority of the globe, even in the 
most remote areas.

In fact, Internet World Stats reports 
that as of June 2017, 51.7% of the 
world population uses the Internet 
and on every continent. That means 
its available to even more people and 
will continue to grow as time goes on. 

This is precisely why Source of Light 
has been developing its printed 
courses into electronic delivery 
systems, online and through smart 
phone apps. The development 
process has taken time, primarily 
because our goal continues to do 
discipleship, not just distribution. 
Our goal in our online courses is 
that people will continue to have 
contact with the many disciplers in 
our network of churches, Associate 
Discipleship Schools and Branches 
around the globe. Creating the 
“back-end” of our courses is without 
a doubt as important as what the 
public will see.

In January 2018, Beta Testing  
started so we can begin to roll out 
and make available the courses in 
the first half of 2018. The website 
is slmcourses.com and soon apps  
will be made available that sync with 
the online platform for seamless 
discipleship and follow up of students 
around the globe. 

By spring, all our English courses will 
be available. But our desire in the 
next two years is to have the courses 
available in English, Chinese, French, 
and Portuguese. We anticipate being 
able to have each language available 
for less than $3,000 a language, 
depending on if we can find willing 
volunteers to help offset those costs. 
If we were able to achieve uploading 
each of just those four languages, 
our courses would be available to 
2.4 billion native speakers. Then, we 
can tackle the rest of the languages, 
translating more, and putting them 
online.

At the same time, we have already 
completed year one of our World 
Wide Bible Institute, and we hope to 
complete the last two years by the 
end of 2018. This is a significant 
need and at a vital time when small 
colleges are running into financial 
challenges forcing them to close or 
merge. These closures in the US 
make the need for solid Bible training 
bigger than ever. And with less than 
ten percent of all pastors worldwide 
having any formal Bible training 
whatsoever, this online training  
is crucial.

Online Courses: Gateway to the World

This is an exciting time in the ministry 
of SLM, but it is a ministry far bigger 
than us. We are just a dot on the map 
of ministry and we are going to need 
prayer… and help.

Disciplers — In order to give the 
individual attention each student 
needs, we need to employ the use 
of all our Branches, as well as our 
Associate Discipleship Schools. If 
you have an Associate School or are 
interested in starting one, maybe a 
purely Internet one, contact us using 
the information below.

Prayer — If you’ve ever had to do 
a presentation, show a video, get 
important work done, then you have 
had some sort of technical problem. 
If it can go wrong, it will. We have all 
experienced that. But this technology 
meets spiritual warfare and so 
there is bound to be glitches. We 
are praying that God would help our 
programming, IT, and development 
teams anticipate these possible 
issues and that the system would 
be set up with the least amount  
of issues.

Partners — As is the case in all 
our ministries, it will take financial 
partners to help make possible 
the courses in each of the four 
languages at $3,000 apiece. But 
also the finances to translate into 
new languages. One of the next 
languages we need to translate our 
courses into will be Arabic at the cost 
of $6,000. Finally, we believe we can 
finish the last two years of WWBI  
for $10,000.

To partner with us you may email me 
directly at: director@slmin.org, or 
call at: 706.342.0397. You can also 
write to us at: 1011 Mission Road, 
Madison, GA 30650 or give online at: 
sourceoflight.givingfuel.com/give, 
choose “other” and designate Arabic 
Translation, Online Courses, or WWBI 
Online Courses.

After years of serving  
as a pastor, teacher, and  
church planting missionary,  
Dr. Ronald J. Barnes Jr. 
now serves as the General 
Director and CEO for SLM.

T
Internet users as a percentage of a country’s population. | Map by JEFF OGDEN
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Looking for a Gap Year, a way  
to study and serve God for a year,

or just some inspiration?

Take Bible Institute Classes,* learn various  
aspects of missions from experienced missionaries,  
and take a mission trip at the end of the semester.  

All for only $8,000, plus raise support for the mission trip.

Visit:

sourcelight.org/opportunities/extreme-assignment/

Contact Brenda Barnes:  
bbarnes@slmin.org

706.342.0397
*Extreme Assignment is accepted as up to

4 semesters of credit at four various Bible Colleges.

any young people 
are paralyzed 
by the fear of 

not knowing what to do with their 
life after school. The percentage of 
college graduates actually ending 
up in a career that had to do with 
their studies is extremely low. This 
is why Source of Light created  
Extreme Assignment. 

Extreme Assignment is a ten-month 
program exposing students to 
missions and service in ministry 
as well as Bible training through 
our own World Wide Bible Institute 
training program. Students study 
Bible courses each morning and 
then put into practice what they are 
learning through their afternoon 
apprenticeships throughout our 
International Headquarters in 
Madison, Georgia. They also learn 
to serve in the local church and in a 
cross-cultural trip at the end of the 
ten-month program.

The program has received such 
recognition that many Bible colleges 
are offering between three and 
four semesters of credit towards 
a four-year degree, which means a 
tremendous saving to those who 
would continue on. 

But don’t take our word for it, listen 
to what recent graduates are saying:

“Extreme Assignment 
taught me to be myself 
and how to identify 
myself in Christ. It 
taught me to run the 
race with endurance 
through the trials of 
being away from family 
and friends. Most 
importantly Extreme 
Assignment taught me 
to never give up and 
that quitting is never an 
option in life.”

—Ashley

“Extreme Assignment 
changed my view of 
missions both here in 
the US and around the 
world. My favorite part 
was getting to know 
the staff and listening 
to their stories about 
their work and how God 
worked through them.  
I also learned a lot from 
the lessons and Bible 
studies!”

—Ben

To find out more visit: sourcelight.org/
opportunities/extreme-assignment

Are You Searching for Something to Do?

M
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t Source of Light, we do 
things different. Many 
of you are aware that 
SLM has historically 

never taken any percentage from 
its missionaries, branches, or 
projects. In fact, many of our sister 
organizations have told us it is 
impossible to operate this way. But 
for 68 years we have done just that.

We depend on the 
Lord to provide for the 
operation of the home 
office the same way 
He does for each of our 
missionaries, by faith.

We trust the Lord to provide specific 
support for the operation of the home 
office through churches, foundations, 
wills, and individuals. As we continue 
to ask God to meet these needs 
and expand our support base for 
future growth, we are asking you to 
consider our +10 CAMPAIGN. That 
is, designating an additional 10% 
to support the work of the home 
office, giving us the ability to not 
ask for administrative fees from our 
missionaries.

Of course, you are not limited to 10%, 
but we are simply trying to remind 
people that the costs of running 
the home office is significant and 
necessary to keep our branches and 
missionaries going. And we hope this 
will help us continue to do so. Would 
you consider support for the Global 
Outreach Fund by designating that on 
your gifts to SLM?

+10 +10 CAMPAIGN
Increasing Tithing and Prayer for the Home Office

A
Philip Fraiser unloading paper rolls in SLM’s Home Office warehouse. | Photo by CHUCK ROSWELL

To All Nations

Global Outreach Fund

Source of Light International in Madison, Georgia operates and 
ministers to each of its missionaries without any administrative 
fees charged. We rely solely on gifts and regular donations in 
the same way as any of our missionaries, purely by faith. In order 
to continue to operate this way, we are asking God, by faith, to 
raise up new individuals, churches, and foundations to support 
the work of the home office through the Global Outreach Fund.

Would you prayerfully consider partnering with SLM through 
the Global Outreach Fund?



with a new prisoner student is to 
make sure that they are saved, but if 
they have trusted Christ, it is our duty 
to see them GROW in Christ. Many of 
them have been cast down by the sin, 
but God can still change them into 
the image of Christ. They are not too 
far from the grace that God has given 
to all those who believe in Jesus.

There are almost 47,000 students 
in our records at the Madison 
Discipleship School and nearly 

24,000 of them are prisoners in jails 
and prisons. Each student is given an 
opportunity to follow Christ through 
the study of His Word with us. We 
have 16 basic adult Bible courses. 
These men and women are hungry for 
God and need encouragement. 

One person who has come through the 
Discipleship School is “James” (name 
changed). He started the lessons 
in the beginning of 2014. He was 
saved back in the 80’s, but never was 
taught to walk with Christ. He ended 
up in prison and desperate to have 
help from God. Soon after starting 
the lessons he rededicated his life 
to Christ after reading “Complete 
Confidence,” a tract by one of our SLM 
missionaries, Ray Walker. He grew 
in his understanding quickly and his 
grades were excellent. 

“James” got out of jail suddenly and he 
was not able to tell us where he went. 
A month went by with no word from 
him. One day he called me and asked 
if it would be okay for him to continue 
to take the lessons because he had 
been helped by studying them. I told 
him that our program is for everyone 
whether incarcerated or not. He was 
happy that he could keep taking the 
lessons. “James” has not re-offended, 
but has kept following His Lord and 
Savior. This year has been difficult for 
him as he is receiving treatments for 
terminal cancer. He has been taking 
enrollment cards into the treatment 
center to sign up those that would 
like to take the lessons. His progress 
has slowed, of course, because of his 
health problems. His determination 
to finish well is firm. He has kept his 
desire to be true to his God. So far 
through the eight courses that he 
has studied with us his grade point 
average is 99%. This would mean 
he has never missed more than one 
question and he has received 100% 
on most of his work. He has a great 
attitude and God has blessed him 
with understanding.

Behind Bars

here are many ways the 
lessons get into the hands 

of our students in the Discipleship 
School. When people end up in jail, 
many hear about our courses from a 
cell-mate or a friend. Sometimes the 
chaplain will suggest they get lessons 
from us, or may even pass them out 
in the facility. Our greatest concern 

T
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In light of his illness you might think 
that “James” would be discouraged, 
but he is not. The only thing he is 
disappointed about is how long it 
takes to finish his lessons now. Do 
you have that kind of attitude that 
can handle the difficulties of life with 
joy? “James” claims these Bible 
promises. God is my strength and 
power: and he maketh my way perfect 
(2 Samuel 22:33). And he said unto 
me, My grace is sufficient for thee: 
for my strength is made perfect in 
weakness. Most gladly therefore will 
I rather glory in my infirmities, that 
the power of Christ may rest upon me  
(2 Corinthians 12:9). Pray for “James” 
as he is continuing to go through 
chemotherapy for his cancer.

Do you know someone in prison? Do 
you have a burden for those that have 
been incarcerated? The SLM Bible 
study courses are great resources to 
work inside those prison walls. You 
can spend time with an inmate that 

even a religious volunteer or chaplain 
cannot through the lessons. Contact 
us and let us help you with reaching 
into jails and prisons in your area, 
OR come down and volunteer at the 
Madison Discipleship School. We can 
train you in how to disciple through 
correspondence as you work on the 
job. It is a great way to catch the 
vision for reaching the lost. You will 
get to hear the bell ring over and over 
as we announce the names of those 
who trust Christ and let us know of 
their faith in Him through the Bible 
studies. At this writing there have 
been over 200 salvation decisions 
from prisoners all over the United 
States in 2017. You could be helping 
to reach them.

Caption. | Photo by NAME

A Christian living writer 
based out of South Central 
Virginia, Emily P. Meyer, 
enjoys spending time with 
her husband, miracle baby 
son, and their sweet dog.
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XX Discipleship Team Members

XX Press Operators 

XX Administrators
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XX Graphic Designers
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XX Electric Range
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DO YOU HAVE
THE RIGHT SKILLS?

DO YOU HAVE
THE RIGHT STUFF?

If you are a missionary looking for a change, someone anticipating 
retirement but not ready to stop working, or looking for a job that is 
more fulfilling, contact SLM at hr@slmin.org or call at 706.342.0397 
and we’ll give you some exciting ways to serve.

Our offices in Madison, Georgia are in urgent need of replacing some 
old equipment. Please contact us at rbarnes@slmin.org or call at 
706.342.0397 if you believe you can help with the needs above.



21   sourcelight.org   /slmin.us   @slmin |20 | the REAPER • Spring 2018

The SAHU Family.

Spotlight: North Zone, INDIA

India ranks as the second largest nation 
of the world. Its people mostly claim 
Hinduism as their religion. Though the 
nation is massive, over 36 million idols 
are worshiped. Can you imagine keeping 
track of who do you worship for what?

Serving for 28 years out of New Delhi, 
Source of Light National Director, 
Sanjeeb Kumar Sahu, and his wife, 
Anita, 17 years, work diligently to point 
people from this lost nation to serve the 
one true God. A picture of their work can 
be painted by visualizing them in Bible 
correspondence work, church planting 
and training, discipleship training, 
leadership training, and social work. 
SLM Bible lessons and financial support 
are their most valuable resources for 
sharing the hope of Jesus.

Since 2005, they also have been 
burdened to reach Nepal with the Gospel. 
Eventually they had a Nepali evangelist 
on their team. Despite dangerous 
conditions, a three-month visit by this 
man allowed for a great Gospel birthing 
through door-to-door evangelism and 

distribution of Bible lessons. Today, there 
are six churches, 28 fellowship groups, 
and seven evangelists working full time 
as a branch of SLM’s New Delhi team 
work. Believers who were there before 
Sanjeeb’s teammates came in are now 
carefully sharing the good news of Jesus 
Christ with their neighbors, friends, and 
relatives.

Through Train Up The Child, 80-100 
poor children are being taught, which 
has resulted in many coming to Sunday 
school, giving opportunities to counsel 
and witness to the families. This program 
has expanded into Nepal which suffered 
from the earthquake and there are 22 
children now in the program there.

The Sahus’ ministry needs prayer 
support and regular monthly financial 
support. They are happy to send their 
newsletters and are encouraged when 
prayer partners send mail. Is God 
impressing it on your heart to bolster 
their efforts for the Kingdom in some 
specific way?

By Emily P. Meyer

Projects
Land purchase &  
Construction of the  
Source of Light Office
Location: UGANDA

$16,460 The project will allow the 
Branch to reduce the cost of renting 
a place to hold the office. This will 
give the workers a safe environment 
to work in.

Church Appliances  
& Upgrades
Location: MEXICO

$5,250 Breakdown:

 $1,000 Freezer

 $1,000 Refrigerator

 $250 Large Microwave

 $1,000 Sound System

  $2,000  Adapt bathroom for  
wheelchair access.

Construction to  
finish the second floor  
of the school
Location: MEXICO

$16,000 is still needed to finish the 
project.

Van for the  
school & ministry:
Location: MEXICO

$15,000

Vehicle Project
Location: MYANMAR

$6,000 This will be used for trans-
porting literature throughout the 
areas of ministry.

To give to a project visit us online at: 
sourcelight.org/projects
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Pakistani students praying.

Spotlight: PAKISTAN

Pakistan, a nation of 
190 million people 
and the sixth largest 
Muslim country in the 
world, is no stranger 
to world news. 
Radical Islamists 
from the Taliban have 
frequented headlines. 
Only three percent of 
its populous claim 
Christianity. Public 
allegiance to Christ is 
dangerous and those 
who openly choose 
to follow Jesus have 
counted that cost.

Source of Light National Director, 
Maqbool Bashir, and his wife, Amber, 
have been instrumental in amazing life 
transformations in this region for 11 
years. Launching out of Faisalabad, 
their team ministers in many villages 
and cities. Utilizing tracts and other 
discipleship materials from SLM, 
as well as the Jesus film, they have 
witnessed new disciples being made 
for the Kingdom of Christ. Branches 
of Gospel work have been started 
in key cities, such as Peshawar and 
Islamabad. The Bashirs have been 
able to get SLM courses introduced 
into many schools. 

Sadly, 10 SLM Hope Schools, which 
hosted around 100 students each, 
have been closed. The resistance to 
the Gospel in this country is palpable, 
but the power of the Gospel is 
notorious for stories of resurrection. 
One of these schools has reopened 
with 140 students. Similarly, two 

orphanages with 200 students each 
have closed. One has reopened with 
39 lives being impacted by the Gospel 
once again and 161 still anticipating 
a return. The Lord would go after even 
one lost sheep.

The Bashirs have trained national 
missionaries to go into villages and 
to unreached people groups in order 
to multiply disciples. Conditions for 
Christians in Pakistan are reflective 
of the Israelites living in Egypt with 
modern day slavery, atrocities against 
human rights, extreme poverty, and 
atrocious living conditions. Ask God 
for encouragement and perseverance 
for these precious saints, for dis-
cipleship materials, Bibles for new 
believers and interested Muslims, 
personal monthly financial support 
for the Bashirs, meeting places 
where Christian congregations can 
come together for fellowship and 
worship, and Sunday school teacher  
support.

By Emily P. Meyer

Vehicle Project
Location: IVORY COAST

$9,000 The need is great for a car 
to use in the various activities of the 
ministry such as distribution of Bible 
lessons, church planting, orphanage, 
evangelism, and visits. The current 
vehicle continues to breakdown. This 
vehicle will be a great asset to the 
ministry of Ivory Coast.

Vehicle Transportation
Location: KENYA

$22,690 Kenya has offices in five 
regions apart from Nairobi where 
the main Source of Light is located. 
In order to supply each region with 
the Bible study lessons, they have to 
hire a taxi to deliver the books. This 
has been very expensive. Having the 
van will be a great help in getting the 
Bible lessons from place to place.

3 Motorbikes
Location: KENYA

$8,125 The ministry in Kenya deals 
with schools, churches, prisons, 
administration police, and estab-
lished Bible study groups. These 
motorbikes will allow the staff work-
ers to quickly visit all the ministry 
outreaches cheaply and on time.  
The traffic in Kenya is very congested 
and the motorbikes will make it much 
easier to travel.

Church Building  
Construction
Location: TOGO

$36,364 Bethania Baptist Church 
has needs to finish this project. The 
breakdown:

 $16,364 for land

 $20,000 for Church Building

Projects
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SUSAN & LEON SCOTT.

Spotlight: Kansas, USA

For 28 years, SLM Director of 
Discipleship Training, Leon and 
Susan Scott have served in Kansas. 
Their work started when they were 
appointees on deputation in 1989, 
and in 1993, they transitioned 
into full-time work with the Kansas 
Branch. They operate out of Newton, 
Kansas. Geographically, most people 
recognize that Kansas is tucked in the 
heart of the United States. Similarly, 
the heart of SLM is discipleship and 
Bible study distribution, which are the 
ministries that the Scotts spearhead 
from this location. 

The Scotts work hard to network 
with various ministries for these 
specific Gospel niches for which SLM 
produces resources. Leon represents 
SLM at various Bible conferences, 
churches, and Bible institutes to 
help create further networks and 
partnerships to strengthen the work 

of making more disciples through 
what SLM offers. 

As you pray for the Scotts and the 
work that they are doing for SLM out 
of Kansas, consider how you might 
bring their support level to 100% 
by helping them find the additional 
$1,000 a month needed. Additionally, 
pray for wisdom and patience as they 
care for Susan’s parents in their 
declining years and for how to plan 
for their own years after 65. There is 
also a great need for an individual or 
couple fluent in Spanish to effectively 
disciple students enrolled in Bible 
studies with this primary language. 
From the heartland of the U.S., this 
heart of Gospel work is making an 
impact across physical and spiritual 
borders through the Scotts.

By Emily P. Meyer

Office Computer
Location: INDIA — NORTH ZONE

$600 The old computer for the 
Branch is very slow and outdated. A 
new computer will make the operation 
of the office more efficient and will 
be able to use updated software to 
make the work easier. 

Tailoring Project  
for the women of  
Delhi & Himachal Pradesh
Location: INDIA — NORTH ZONE

$10,000 Opening a tailoring project 
in these two locations gives an 
opportunity to reach people with the 
Gospel while doing social work by 
teaching the women to sew. This in 
turn provides monetary help for their 
families. Location needs:

Delhi:
 $800 Sewing machines

 $4,200 Salary for teachers (1 year)

Himachal Pradesh:
 $800 Sewing machines

 $4,200 Salary for teachers (1 year)

4  Air Conditioners
Location: INDIA — NORTH ZONE

$1,900 These are needed for the 
Delhi Training Center. It becomes 
exceedingly hot and humid in 
Delhi. This makes it very difficult to  
hold meetings with a large number 
of people as it becomes very 
uncomfortable.

Tabernacle &  
TV Program  
Follow-Up Staff
Location: INDIA — SOUTH ZONE

$800 monthly This is an urgent 
need to reach and follow-up on the 
thousands of contacts that are being 
made as a result of the Tabernacle 
project and the once a week TV 
program. Many people are coming to 
the Lord through these evangelistic 
efforts and there is a great need to 
have men to follow-up on the new 
converts.

Projects

To give to a project visit us online at: 
sourcelight.org/projects
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The THANG Family.

Spotlight: MYANMAR

If you don’t recognize the country 
of Myanmar by its modern name, 
you might recognize it by the name 
of Burma. For almost 40 years, 
American missionary, Adoniram 
Judson, shared Jesus in this Asian 
land, once colonized by Great Britain. 
In 1966, foreign missionaries were no 
longer welcome in this predominantly 
Buddhist country. Yet, that could 
not stop the Great Commission that 
nationals were charged with fulfilling 
in their own country. 

For 25 years, SLM National Director 
Ps. CB Philip Thang has been 
ministering in this place that God 
cares for deeply. You might have 
questions about his name. “Ps” 
stands for “Pastor.” “CB” means that 
his family line derived from royalty, 
specifically from the Tribal Chief,  

Con Bik, who ruled the whole Chin 
State in his age. Serving in SLM 
ministry as a teacher, Philip’s brother, 
Noah, has worked for ten years in 
a different tribe. Team members, 
Peter Kyaw Tan Oo has worked for 
five years as a distributor and Soe 
Niang has worked for six years as 
a publisher. This team that Philip 
leads carries out their Gospel 
work through church planting, SLM 
Ministry, literature ministry, and 
children’s ministry. Some of the 
most successful resources they have 
used have been New Life in Christ,  
Understanding True Love and 
Practical Christian Living. 

As resistant to foreign missionaries as 
the country has been, God is moving 
in the hearts of Buddhist people 
and using Philip’s team of nationals, 
who most certainly understand the  
culture very well, to create more 
interest in SLM courses. With the 
intricate fibers of the nation of 
Myanmar, Buddhists have a corner 
on childhood education that is 
not easy for Christian teaching 
to reach. Evolution is a primary 
topic of education that Buddhist 
monks teach these impressionable 
young minds amongst other false 
doctrines. Pray that Philip’s teams 
will be able to gain opportunities to 
teach the children of Myanmar the 
truth of God’s Word. Additionally, 
ask the Lord to bring ten people to  
their team to send as missionaries to 
further areas of Myanmar.

By Emily P. Meyer

Schedule a Missionary

I can’t tell you how many times I get 
taken aside in the foyer of a church 
after I have spoken and someone 
whispers to me, 

“Why have I never  
heard this before ? ”  
They are referring to  
what God is doing in the 
world through missions 
and specifically at Source 
of Light.

I love watching the lights go on as 
I share what God is doing and how 
people can be involved. Others are 
shocked at how Source of Light has 
grown these 68 years. “I had no 
idea” is a pretty common phrase 
after I present in churches. SLM has 
been used by God for 68 years now 
and has expanded into many types of 
ministries and in over 40 countries.

Perhaps your church, organization, 
or small group would like a special 
speaker to share news from the front 
lines, the latest trends in missions, a 
challenge for service, or maybe just 
looking to partner.

Would you contact our offices in 
Madison to share your need and we 
can be sure to connect you with the 
right person. 

Call Melody Zink at 706.342.0397, 
or email her at mzink@slmin.org, or 
myself at rbarnes@slmin.org.

After years of serving  
as a pastor, teacher, and  
church planting missionary,  
Dr. Ronald J. Barnes Jr. 
now serves as the General 
Director and CEO for SLM.

Ronnie Barnes presenting his ministry at SLM in a local church while raising support. | Photo by BRENDA BARNES



28 | the REAPER • Spring 2018 29   sourcelight.org   /slmin.us   @slmin |

Praise Prayer

XX Karunakar and Sumita Jena, 
with SLM Northeast Zone, India, 
praise God for 40 seekers who gave 
their lives to the Lord at the camp in 
Tripura and for thousands of people 
who received the Gospel through the 
Christmas outreach teams who went 
to villages of Tripura, Assam, and 
West Bengal. They also praise the 
Lord for children who are standing 
for the Lord even though they are 
persecuted by their parents for their 
faith in the Lord.

XX Miguel and Lediz Sanchez, with 
SLM Bolivia, praise the Lord for the 
discipleship of five young people (four 
young women and a young man) who 
were recently baptized. They also 
praise the Lord for three more new 
converts.

XX Joe and Penny Homontowski, 
Directors in Canada, praise the Lord 
for a new student who loves the 
lessons and has sent $100 twice to 
assist with postage.

XX We are thankful for God’s 
provision for our missionaries, health 
and safety of each one, and safety 
in the miles of travel, whether in this 
country or to many of our Discipleship 
Training Branches.

XX Brian Thompson, North America 
Regional Director, praises the Lord 
for the many volunteers that have 
assisted the Madison Discipleship 
School (MDS) at the International 
Headquarters this year. Recently 
MDS was able to process 1,000 
student referrals in one week with the 
help of volunteers.

XX Claudy Jean Baptiste, Branch 
Director of the SLM work in Haiti, 
praises the Lord that He protected 
an Associate Discipleship School 
Director who was involved in an 
accident as he was on his way to 
their office to bring Bible lessons.

XX Don and Elaine Schiffer, Directors 
for SLM’s Follow the Source ministry 
in Jamaica, rejoice that they are 
able to work with 27 schools and 
provide about 3,000 students with 
Bible lessons. They were praying for 
needed help in their office. A teacher 
friend recently retired and has agreed 
to work about 15 hours a week in  
the office. 

XX Pablo and Dalila Correa, with 
SLM Peru, shared some time back 
that they needed funds to cover 
medical bills, in the amount of 
$982, for Pablo’s hospitalization. 
They recently received a letter from 
the hospital saying that they had 
reviewed their request for financial 
assistance and that they were giving 
them a 100 percent discount, leaving 
their balance at zero. They are 
praising His name and want to share 
this answer to prayer with everyone! 
Another praise from the Correas is 
that a well-known hospital in Cusco 
has expressed a desire to promote 
and use the Bible lessons.

XX Praise the Lord for the many 
volunteers that help us in various 
areas of ministry, whether for a day, 
week, on a regular basis, or come 
and stay. How about you, would you 
like to help?

XX Manuel and Ruth Lopez, Branch 
Directors in Mexico, ask us to pray 
that God will provide them with a van 
for their ministry.

XX Pablo and Dalila Correa, with 
the Peru SLM Branch, ask us to 
pray that God will provide additional 
funds needed for running the Disci-
pleship Training Branch and for their  
personal support.

XX Karunakar and Sumita Jena 
ask us to pray with them that God 
would provide $5,000 for a car that 
is needed to transport Bible lessons 
and for traveling to different fields 
in West Bengal. Another need is 
that God would provide workers to 
serve the Muslims and Nepalese 
people and the means to support 
these workers. Also pray that God 
would provide the funds to keep up 
with the printing of lessons in the  
Bengali language.

XX Sanjeeb and Anita Sahu, in the 
North Zone of India, request prayer for 
a lady named Rekha who is struggling 
with tuberculosis; it is particularly 
difficult because she is allergic to 
the medication that she needs for 
treatment. Sanjeeb and Anita also 
request prayer for funds for printing 
courses in Hindi and Nepalese. 

XX Claudy Jean Baptiste, Director in 
Haiti, asks us to pray for an upcoming 
graduation of students of the 
courses that will be held soon. Brian 
Thompson, North America Regional 
Director, plans to make a trip to Haiti 
in March.

XX A PhilSOL missionary, Pastor Red 
Dizon’s wife, Sheryl, has undergone 
tests for a very painful illness. Pray 
for a correct diagnosis and proper 
treatment.

XX Vedette Nlandu, SLM D.R. Congo  
Director, requests prayer that God 
will provide $6,500 needed for the  
renovation of a building on the 
ministry property. This will convert a 
large building into two apartments 
that can be rented to generate local 
income for the ministry.

XX Nelson Cyrus, SLM Liberia 
Director, is praying that the Lord will 
move hearts to support the ministry 
in Liberia through monthly financial 
contributions.

XX Joe and Penny Homontowski, in 
Canada, received a number of new 
referrals this past year and they are 
working hard to follow up on these 
individuals and send them materials. 
Pray that the recipients of the 
materials will be open to doing the 
lessons.

XX Pray that the doctors will properly 
perform the surgery that is needed 
on the kidneys of SLM Chile Director, 
Guillermo Salazar.

XX The Global Outreach Fund 
provides for utilities, maintenance of 
the facilities and vehicles, postage, 
supplies, etc. Pray that God will 
provide all that is necessary to keep 
things operating without delay.



30 | the REAPER • Spring 2018

Dear Friend,

Let’s remember His words … 

Lay not up for yourselves 
treasure on earth … but lay 
up for yourselves treasure 
in heaven … for where your 
treasure is, there will your 
heart be also.  
(paraphrase Matthew 6:19–21)

… for in heaven we will be glad 
we did.

Yours for the harvest,

Dr. Ronald J. Barnes, Jr.
General Director

Give online at:
sourcelight.org/donate

By Phone:
706.342.0397

Each gift will be used as designated with 
the understanding that when any desig-
nated need is met, the remaining gifts 
will be used where most needed. Gifts are 
acknowledged and receipted with an offi-
cial receipt for income tax purposes.

We are grateful to you for being 
a part of the ministry of Source 

of Light through your prayers and 
financial support.

In Memorial

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Stiles by
William Gordon

Charlotte Mattocks by
The Ali Mar Organization, Ltd.

Mr. and Mrs. Bill Rosenberger by
Carole Hansen

Gifts in Honor of … 

Dr. Glenn Dix by
Kenneth Shriver
Conklin Center Baptist Church
Calvary Baptist Church

Mrs. Grace Ann Bennett by
Amy Sullivan

Gail Russell by
Armine Russell

Billie Will by
Deerhill Church

Duane Darrow by
Barbara Darrow

Louis Harold Crank by
Frances L. Crank

Clara Stokes by
Eleanor King

Ruth Sikes by
Virginia Williams

Dr. Luz Nacionales by
Captain and Mrs. Troy Hamm

Herb Pollard by
Sylvia Pollard
Carole Joy Hardy
Mr. and Mrs. George Alexander

Gladys Wood by
Rev. and Mrs. James Sheldrake

Gene Smith by
Mr. and Mrs. Richard W. Atkinson
Eula Keener
Charlotte Mattocks
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Minnich
Mr. and Mrs. Randy Atkinson
James Van Vorst
Mr. and Mrs. Clyde Petrie
George Smith
Hilda Remer
Mr. and Mrs. Ray Walker
New Hope Baptist Church

Permelia Marrietta by
Mr. and Mrs. Ken Stemler
David McCandless

Gary Russell by
Rev. and Mrs. James Sheldrake

Gifts in Memory of … 
Myron Mattocks by

The Ali Mar Organization, Ltd.

Zachary Ashtee Jarrell by
W. Morrison, Jr.

Beverly Burroughs by
Carole Hansen

Rev. and Mrs. Paul Allen by
Carole Hansen

Rev. and Mrs.  
Clifford Burroughs by

Carole Hansen

Rev. and Mrs.  
Robert Worthington by

Carole Hansen

Alvin Rosenberger, Jr. by
Elizabeth Hunsberger

Katherine Thatcher by
Alan Thatcher
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