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I Once Was Lost

T

A letter from the Editor.

hey come from around world,
over 100 million, a mass
Hindu pilgrimage to bathe
in the Ganges River where
it meets the Indian Ocean near
Kolkata, INDIA. This ritual, Kumbh
Mela, is carried out every 12 years
to celebrate the victory of gods over
demons in a furious battle over a
nectar that would give them mortality.
As one of the gods fled with a pitcher
of nectar, it spilled over four cities in
this area. Therefore, bathing in the
Ganges, according to the ritual, rids
them of the sins they accumulate
through current and past lives, and
ends the cycle of death and rebirth.

They knew where they
were headed, only to
discover they were lost.
Karunakar, one of our SLM INDIA
Directors, and I sat and watched as
busloads of people headed past this
main thoroughfare to the site of the
baptisms. As we watched, we prayed.
We asked God that these, who have
been misled by the enemy, would find
the true hope as they were greeted
by our evangelists where they would
be dropped off. Our missionaries
were there at the site, sharing the
Gospel and our material, Who is Jesus
Christ?, and to give out Bibles if
people would accept them.
4
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Later that night we received word
that they gave out 20,000 in that
one day, and I also learned that they
distributed over 100,000 Bibles and
SLM courses through the event. To
give away Christian literature at such
an event, and to have it taken, is a
work of God. In fact, being caught
with this material is dangerous in
the current political and religious
climate in India. It is not friendly to
Christians, and I have seen beatings
and burnings of materials and people
caught with such literature. Yes, both
the materials and people are being
burned for having this Christian
material. I have seen it myself.
But those who come away from one
of Hinduism’s most purifying of rituals
to discover they leave as empty as
they arrived, need hope more than
ever, and many have turned to the
Scriptures. This is exactly why we
continue to print the Word of God
and literature that guides people
to the Lord Jesus Christ. After the
rituals are done, after the pomp and
circumstance of the other worshipers
dies down, and after the evangelists
who made themselves available in
person at these events are gone,
these Hindus are back where they
started, in fact maybe feeling more
lost than ever.

Hindu pilgrims bathe in the Ganges River In Varanasi, INDIA. | Photo by UNKNOWN

But then they remember…that piece
of literature, given by “those men and
women who offered a story of true
hope.” Is it possible that on that day,
as they walked the path with tens of
thousands of others to be baptized
in the Ganges, they knew where they
were headed, only to discover they
were lost?
We know that many received Christ
right there on those streets those
days, but likely in the days, weeks, and
months to come, many more, perhaps
even thousands, will open the pages
of our courses and discover the plan
of salvation and will respond and
contact our missionaries. The Word
of God never comes back void and
people are hungry for truth. Actually,
it impacts every person it comes into
contact with.

In fact, to illustrate this very truth,
in preparation for the event, we
contracted with a local Hindu printer
who agreed to a very reasonable
price to have these materials printed
in the country. Upon completion of
the project, the printer called our
director to arrange pickup. As the
pickup occurred, the printer had
one small request, could he have
one of the courses. Our director, of
course, agreed and the man headed
home. Very late in the night or early
morning, our director received a call
from the printer. He said he had
never heard such good news, and
that he wanted to meet with our
director so that he might respond
to the call of salvation which was
clearly presented to him through the
literature that he himself just printed.
He could hardly believe that he was
a part of getting this Good News to

   sourcelight.org   /slmin.us   @slmin |
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No Burial Plot For Me

I

Isaiah Frimpong Bernasko’s Testimony

grew up in an idolatrous village
in Ghana. People used to tell
me that my parents got me from a
god, since they sought its assistance
for me to be able to stay in this world.
Other babies born to my parents had
died.

Bengali edition of the course Who Is Jesus Christ? | Photo by RON BARNES Jr

people who needed to hear it, like
himself, and he could hardly wait for
the next project. He himself wanted
to be involved in spreading the Good
News of Jesus Christ, because now
that he had hope through salvation,
he was certain that many Hindus are
searching for this same hope, joy,
and freedom.

that offered false hope and losing all
hope that anything in this world will
provide what they crave.

For many of us, it is hard to remember,
if even at all, what it was like to be
spiritually lost and in bondage to sin.
I know, I have been a Christian as
long as I can remember. But to those
who lived in darkness, they know
the ramifications of being lost … and
being found. They recall wandering
aimlessly, grasping at every little
thing that appears to offer hope, only
to be disappointed time and time
again. They remember having been
hurt over and over by these things

In this edition of the Reaper you
will read stories of how the Gospel
has changed the lives of countless
individuals touched by the ministry
of Source of Light, and touched by
many of you who partner with us in
this endeavor.

6
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They know the joy of finding hope in
this dark world and the life changing experience salvation is. They
know all to well lostness and now
being found!

After years of serving as a
church planting missionary,
Dr. Ronald J. Barnes Jr. now
serves as the CEO for SLM.
Follow me @RonBarnesJr

In my village my
name is Asaseasah,
which means, no
burial plot for me.
The political instability in Ghana with
its attending economic crisis pushed
many Ghanaians to migrate to other
West African countries like the Ivory
Coast and Nigeria. My wife, Mansah,
and I traveled to the Ivory Coast. My
chief aim was to work here to get
some money to return to Ghana to
pursue my education in Law.
I did not have peace. I wasn’t a
Christian then. I was a mocker and
blasphemer. Since I thought that I
was a child of a god, I began to visit
some shrines of some gods for help,
but in vain. I could feel that death was
closer to me. I became despaired
and began to ask the question: if
those gods cannot save me from
death or danger, who can? The gods
of my parents failed me entirely.

By God’s grace during this time of
trouble, I came across two cassettes
through a friend who came to borrow
some money from me. One of the
cassettes had worldly songs of the
Ashanti’s philosophy of life (my tribe
in Ghana), while the other cassette
was Christian. The songs of the
Ashanti encouraged me to take some
alcoholic drinks in order to forget my
plight. However, anytime I played the
Christian cassette, I felt urged by
something else to read a Bible to
find out if the messages were true.
I borrowed a Bible. The more I read,
the more I felt something was urging
me to fast and pray.
As soon as I started praying and
fasting, I began to have some wild but
meaningful dreams. I was frightened
by them, so I went to a certain man in
our area whom I often found reading
a Bible to explain to him what I was
going through. The gentleman was
surprised; he couldn’t understand
why a person who was not a Christian
could have such dreams. He told
me, “I would advise you to leave the
Ivory Coast immediately for Ghana,
and when you reach your homeland,
see to it that you see a pastor first
because what you’re experiencing
is like how God used to call some

   sourcelight.org   /slmin.us   @slmin |
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Pastor Isaiah preaching to his congregation. | Photo by RON BARNES Jr

men in the Bible.” I became highly
disturbed. I was about twenty-three
years old.
While I prepared to leave for Ghana
that same week, I was struck
with a terrible disease. I became
demented. Friends chained me and
sent me to a “Pray for Me” center.
I stayed in chains tethered to some
walls or poles for over eight months
there. The “lords” prayed for my
healing but in vain, until one night in
their absence, the Lord God Almighty
miraculously healed me!
After the healing, Mansah and I
couldn’t return to our rented house
for we had lost it, and moreover our
landlord had put his hands on our
belongings. We had nowhere to go
and had lost everything in life. We
didn’t have money to return to our
8
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Pastor Isaiah preparing for baptisms. | Photo by RON BARNES Jr

home country. We stayed with the
lords of the “Pray for Me” center to
serve them for our survival and for
training to become like one of them.
A year later they ordained me. Upon
my ordination I was sent into the
interior region to start a ministry
for them.

sins, confessed them and received
Christ as Savior. We kept on studying
the SLM Bible lessons which gave
us a solid theological foundation.
Henceforth, the scales fell from my
eyes, thus I put an end to the “Pray
for Me” work. I began to preach the
true gospel.

It was there I met two Christian
young men who saw I was lost and
still going astray. They advised me
to go see the pastor of their church,
an American missionary who had
arrived in the Ivory Coast in 1983.
When the missionary interviewed
me, he found out that I was lost in my
sins. He gave me some of the Bible
lessons of Source of Light Ministries.
By studying these lessons, Mansah
and I found out that we were lost
and we needed Christ to save us
from our sins. We repented of our

In 1985, by God’s grace I entered
the Baptist Bible Institute of Abidjan.
In 1989, I was ordained a Baptist
preacher by the church which the
Lord had used me to plant when I
was a student in the Bible institute.
There were no churches in the Ivory
Coast to support me. I had to do
part-time jobs to support the family,
the ministry, and myself. My wife
had to sell some little articles in the
streets. Sometimes too we would
start a restaurant in the slums.
When the American missionary found

out that we were trying to be faithful
and loyal to both the Lord and him,
he entered into partnership with me.
The Lord was blessing our work.
In 1993, unexpectedly, the American
man left Africa. My wife and I had
to work hard by undertaking microfinance projects to earn our living
and have something to support the
ministry. The ministry could have
been expanded extraordinarily but we
lacked adequate support. This has
been a big challenge. We have lost
the “memory” of our home country
because the Lord has retained us
in the Ivory Coast. We have never
been able to go home or on leave
since the 1980’s because we are
always ministering.
However, I praise the Lord for His
faithfulness and provision, for since

   sourcelight.org   /slmin.us   @slmin |
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Tweets
Testimonies from the field.

Source of Light
@slmin

Pastor Isaiah with his wife Mansah at the Regional Conference in Ghana. | Photo by RON BARNES III

the day I was carried in chains to
enter that “Pray for Me” group, we are
always in the Lord’s hands. He never
forsakes us. By God’s grace I have
been involved in the planting of about
ten churches across the Ivory Coast.
I win many souls and make disciples
out of them. By God’s grace we have
started an orphanage. I am always
in the chains as God’s bondslave
for the ministry’s sake. Please pray
for us for the challenges are many.
We have turned sixty this year. I do
not have a bike, or a motor-bike, or
a car. We are praying to start some
important micro-finance projects to
be left as legacy to the ministry and
the generations to come. Could you
please pray for us?
I got saved by reading Source of
Light Bible lessons in 1984, and
wonderfully, in the year 2011 the
10
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Lord chose me to be the director
of the Discipleship Training Branch
of Source of Light Ministries in the
Ivory Coast. With SLM, the Lord
still is using me to start churches
with the young men and people who
are being trained in the Ivory Coast.
With some of the disciples who have
traveled abroad, new doors are being
opened to me in the Ivory Coast and
in some sister west African countries
(Guinea, Ghana, Mali). Please keep
on praying for us because, God
willing, we are still on the track
running the race.

Christian Non-profit
organization working
in orphanages, schools,
prisons, printing and
churches in over 40
countries worldwide.

Madison, GA
sourcelight.org/give

Source of Light @slmin • 2h
“I’m Eva. At 37 I was lost, trapped in my body, unable to
communicate. I have cerebral palsy and suffer constant
spasms. Worse yet, I cannot speak verbally. But since
I can understand speech, I felt like nobody understood
me. My heart was full of resentment. Two years ago,
everything changed when I came to Dios es Amor
School. I am learning to communicate through sign
language. The teachers understand and love me. More
importantly, I have found Jesus who lives in my heart
and removed the resentment I felt before. I am no longer
lost!”—Eva #Mexico

Source of Light @slmin • 23h
“I went to church when I was a teenager and studied all
of the Source of Light lessons. At 19 years old, I entered
the Navy and turned away from God, and later on was
expelled for insubordination. I became a delinquent,
and ended up in prison. In a fight, I was beaten almost
to death. That is when I cried out to God to give me a
second chance. I was lost but Jesus found me. I started
preaching in the prison using A Country called Heaven
lessons. Now I serve God preaching in prisons using
Source of Light courses.”—Luis Mejía #LimaPeru

Source of Light @slmin • 6 April
Living with a benign tumor,
Kimberly Rae Thigpen,
continues to write, authoring
over 20 books on missions
and human trafficking.

Follow @KimberlyRaeBook

“She was a Muslim called Fatuma. When we went to
her church we shared with them the Word of God and
she got a copy of God’s Great Salvation Book 1. As she
read the book, she realized that Jesus Christ came to
save her from her sins. She ran to the pastor’s home and
   sourcelight.org   /slmin.us   @slmin |
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Tweets
confessed Jesus Christ as her personal Savior in tears.
She has begun doing more door to door witnessing
for Christ and encouraging others to get saved. She
says she wants to become a coordinator in one of the
churches to begin using the SLM lessons for Bible study,
not only reading.”—Logose Grac #BudakaDistrict

prisons. Today, Arilson is still serving time, is considered
a pastor to the other inmates. In his last letter, Arilson
requested that the Bible studies be sent to his mother
and his daughter, so that they too can know God’s
Word and His salvation. He also sent the note, thanking
Source of Light.”—Jim Leonard #Brazil

Source of Light @slmin • 23 March

Source of Light @slmin • 19 February

“My past life was very disturbed doing many bad things
and stealing and lying to everyone. I have been on the
streets and committed many sins. By my way of living I
have also hurt myself, but today I recognize the evil that
I was in and today I recognize Jesus as my Savior.”—
Inmate, 26, Gospel of John #LatinPrison

“I hereby convey my sincere thanks to you for the effort
rendered to our children for providing them with story
books which have helped them in knowing God, having
good morals, reading fluently. I am very grateful for your
service.”—Mukobe Penina #Uganda

Source of Light @slmin • 16 March
“Last ten days back I have made Xerox copies of our
Telugu Bible lessons and distributed them to some of
our seekers. One of the seekers received it and phoned
and asked me to meet him at his place personally. I had
received a paper from him and then I was so shocked
and surprised when I opened the paper and read the
whole letter. ‘THAT IS A SUICIDE NOTE.’ He decided
to kill himself by taking poison because of his financial
and family problems. Praise the Lord, he wonderfully
received the Bible lessons (New Life in Christ – 1st and
2nd lessons) on the same suicide day. God spoke to him
and changed his whole life and gave him a new birth
and life also in his family. This is the happiest news and
encouragement by using the Bible lessons of SOURCE
OF LIGHT.”—SLM Central Zone #India

Source of Light @slmin • 4 March
“Arilson, an inmate at a Federal Penitentiary in Brasilia,
was saved in prison while studying the Bible through
our correspondence school lessons. We tracked his
progress as over 10 men from his cell, #8, signed up for
Bible studies. When he and some of these men were
transferred to other cells, the number of students grew,
as the Word spread to other cells, and even to other
12
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Source of Light @slmin • 12 Februrary
Anthony started taking lessons in January of 2012. A
month after beginning the lessons, he told us that he
had trusted Christ as his Savior. He had a difficult road
ahead. As he tackled his addictions, his jail time, and his
loss of friends and family, God used this time and the
courses to change his attitude and behavior. He studied
hard and it showed in his work. The relationship through
our school lasted six years as he was sent a diploma for
finishing all 16 of our courses recently.

Source of Light @slmin • 20 January
“Thank you. I will take your advice. I want Jesus as my
Savior. I prayed to God to help me with my anger. I now
go outside and call on God for help. It calms me down.
Thank you.”—Kathy

Source of Light @slmin • 7 January
“For years I have struggled with the idea that God would
sacrifice His Son and always wondered what would
stop him from sacrificing me in my current life. I learned
that Christ stands in my place to redeem the sins I have
committed because He has not sinned. Because my sins
have been redeemed, I would not be sacrificed to atone
for my sins.”—Emily
   sourcelight.org   /slmin.us   @slmin |
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Even In Trials All Is Not Lost

R

ecently, SLM was blessed
to have one of our area
pastors speak in chapel.
Pastor Butch Lee has
been quite involved in missions
through SLM, Neighborhood Gospel
Missions, and through mission trips
at his church, Sandy Creek Baptist
Church, here in Madison, Georgia.
After swapping SLM stories, Pastor
Butch told me he had an interesting
one to share of his own from a
mission trip to San Marcos de Colon,
Honduras, in July, 1995, where
the missionaries shared with him
the following story, which was then
verified by new SLM board member,
Darwin Blandon, who grew up involved
in the ministry affected.
“In late 1978, during the
Nicaraguan civil war, Missionary
Bob Tyson and associates with
Good Samaritan Baptist Mission,
were forced to leave their mission

14
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building in Condega, Nicaragua.
They made a hasty departure
leaving behind copies of SLM
lessons which they were unable to
carry out.
The Sandinistas (Rebels) took
over the building as a military
headquarters. The soldiers, looking
for something to do, began reading
and completing the lessons which
were left behind. They began to
mail the completed lessons to the
mission headquarters across the
border in Honduras. Completed
lessons and testimonies of
students’ salvation experiences
were received for several years
thereafter.”

From The Reaper 50 Years Ago

When those missionaries left their
belongings behind, they could have
never imagined that God would
use them to change the lives of
those soldiers. Praise God that in
spite of the hardest challenges this
world brings, all is not lost, He is
always there.

   sourcelight.org   /slmin.us   @slmin |
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How YOU Can Reach the Ends of the World

1
12

7

7

10

WILL YOU MAKE THE DIFFERENCE?
The 9 Tribal Pastors mentioned below are
each in need of $50 a month in support.
Would you consider GIVING?

Spotlight: INDIA
National Pastor, Dodla Wilson, is
using your gifts to provide lessons for
his work among 49 different groups:
God leads YOU
to GIVE!
16
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the REAPER • Summer 2018

Then travels to
40+ destinations

Where it’s used to
share the GOSPEL!

14 Bible Studies
11 Sunday Schools
9 Tribal Pastors

5 Grass Churches
8 Tribal Groups
2 Schools

   sourcelight.org   /slmin.us   @slmin |
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+10

+10 CAMPAIGN

To All Nations

Increasing Tithing and Prayer for the Home Office

Philip Fraiser unloading paper rolls in SLM’s Home Office warehouse. | Photo by CHUCK ROSWELL

A

t Source of Light, we do
things different. Many
of you are aware that
SLM has historically
never taken any percentage from
its missionaries, branches, or
projects. In fact, many of our sister
organizations have told us it is
impossible to operate this way. But
for 68 years we have done just that.
We depend on the Lord to provide for
the operation of the home office the
same way He does for each of our
missionaries, by faith.
We trust the Lord to provide specific
support for the operation of the
home office through churches,
foundations, wills, and individuals.
18
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As we continue to ask God to meet
these needs and expand our support
base for future growth, we are asking
you to consider our +10 CAMPAIGN.
That is, designating an additional
10% to support the work of the
home office, giving us the ability to
not ask for administrative fees from
our missionaries.
Of course, you are not limited to 10%,
but we are simply trying to remind
people that the costs of running
the home office is significant and
necessary to keep our branches and
missionaries going. And we hope this
will help us continue to do so. Would
you consider support for the Global
Outreach Fund by designating that
on your gifts to SLM?

Source of Light International in Madison, Georgia, operates and
ministers to each of its missionaries without any administrative fees
charged. We rely solely on gifts and regular donations in the same
way as any of our missionaries, purely by faith. In order to continue
to operate this way, we are asking God, by faith, to raise up new
individuals, churches, and foundations to support the work of the
home office through the Global Outreach Fund.
Would you prayerfully consider partnering with SLM through the
Global Outreach Fund?

Global Outreach Fund

   sourcelight.org   /slmin.us   @slmin |
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Online Courses
7 Languages | 1/3 of the world’s native speakers | slmcourses.com

G
A

Of the 7.6 BILLION PEOPLE on earth over ONE-THIRD speak one of
these SEVEN LANGUAGES as their native language.   †(www.ethnologue.com/statistics/size)

•CHINESE (ALL DIALECTS) — 1,299M (17%)†
•SPANISH — 442M (5.8%)
•ENGLISH — 378M (5%)
•HINDI — 260M (3.4%)
•BENGALI — 243M (3.2%)
•PORTUGUESE — 223M (2.9%)
•FRENCH — 77M (1%)

s we conclude beta testing
on our online courses,
we now set our sights on delivering
the message online in as many
languages as we can, as soon as
possible. We believe this is possible
within two years for really only a
few thousand dollars per language.
We have begun to raise money for
this venture and are asking people to
partner specifically with this goal.

Help us reach over 2.9
billion native speakers
with the gospel!
POOR POSTAL SERVICE — As I raise

awareness of this new open door
in my travels, it is met with much
interest and excitement. Our ministry in Mexico has been greatly
diminished due to the poor postal
service throughout the country. Our
20
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missionaries would go months with
no response from students due to
slowness and unreliable delivery. The
prospect that these and many other
students might receive the courses,
now on demand with no postal wait
times, will open many new doors.
BETTER GRAPHICS, RENEWED USAGE
IN DEVELOPED COUNTRIES — While

we have the ability to produce any of
our literature in top quality, we have
made strategic decisions to keep
the courses simple and affordable.
In some parts of the world it has
meant less attraction to using our
courses, no matter how good the
content. But having the courses
delivered in digital format takes away
the limitations printing in two colors
has imposed.
PRIVACY IN DANGEROUS FIELDS — On

many occasions, my conversations
with “Muslim” background believers
about the plan to make our
courses available in digital delivery

formats have been met with much
anticipation. The ability to have on
a smart phone, or device, any of the
courses in a variety of languages
will mean the ability to distribute
and read privately the courses that
if found in print could be extremely
dangerous to the individual. In fact, if
the FBI and CIA can’t hack into these
devices without a pass code, then
prying neighbors, family, and friends
would only see what the device owner
will allow.
This opportunity has significant
ramifications even for missionaries
and ministries working in restricted
access countries to finally have
the ability to put the courses in the
hands of people whose governments
restrict the access to literature in
printed form. Places like “China” who
have made it illegal to print without

the approving process of applying for
an ISBN, will now have the freedom
to use the courses, all of the
courses available, for free. And yes,
this has already been tested inside
the country.
So be in prayer for this venture that
God would raise the finances to pull
it off, that we would have native
speakers in each of these languages
(and many more), who can help us
transfer the courses online, and
that God would use this new avenue
to His glory.

After years of serving as a
church planting missionary,
Dr. Ronald J. Barnes Jr. now
serves as the CEO for SLM.
Follow me @RonBarnesJr

   sourcelight.org   /slmin.us   @slmin |
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Spotlight: INDIA, South Zone

Course Highlight: Who Is Jesus Christ?

By Emily P. Meyer

By Ron Barnes Jr.

churches, villages, youth groups, TV
contacts, prisons, and Tabernacle
contacts. In particular, the Tabernacle
outreach has been a great success
in reaching the masses as contacts
are discipled from wherever they are
in life and taught using SLM Bible
lessons. It’s absolutely amazing to
see how God is using Explorers 1
and 2 and Practical Christian Living
in the Kannada language to let some
of the lost sheep of this portion of
the world be found.

HEMANTH PETER

At this time in history, India is the
second largest country in the world
with an ever growing population
of close to 1.3 billion people. The
state of Karnataka is home to 60
million of those people, with at least
14 languages spoken. The capital
city, Bangalore, is home to over 10
million people and sadly is also the
suicide capital of the entire country
of India. With so many people living
in one area, it would be easy to lose
sight of the individuals behind those
numbers. But that’s exactly why SLM
National Director, Hemanth, and
Asha Peter have been serving there
since 2000.
They have been seeing the lost be
found through a variety of ministries.
Source of Light Bible lessons have
been utilized in various areas like
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One way to support this vast ministry in India is through the purchase
of a van that can be used in the
Tabernacle staff transportation and
other village ministry. It’s quite an
urgent need. Another need is for
more funds for the follow-up ministry
staff as the number of contacts are
increasing monthly by 300 to 350
on an average. As you prayerfully
consider how you can help contribute to these needs, please pray
especially for protection from the
non-Christian radicals who are persecuting the churches. Many are lost
in India, but with SLM’s partnership,
we have great hope that many will
be found.

Although not a new course for
Source of Light, one particular
course has seen new, renewed
interest in light of what is happen
ing in the world today. This question
“Who is Jesus Christ?” is a ques
tion going unanswered in many
world religions around the globe.
God is doing an unusual work
especially in Muslim and Hindu
cultures, where many are having
dreams about a man named
“Jesus.” Though these mosques
and temples are well aware of the
name, they are not going to give
out any information about the man
in their dreams and are certainly
not going to do the research.
Many have found the answers they
are looking for, about the man
named Jesus, through this course.
The course gives clear explanations
about who Jesus is, where He
came from, the fact that He is God,
and clearly presents the Gospel.
It introduces the Word of God to
the readers and uses it to explain
the Gospel from both the Old and
New Testaments. It closes by
testing their understanding of the
course, gives them an opportunity
to understand and respond to the
Gospel, and encourages them
to follow up with another course
with someone who can disciple
them and explain to them the
Christian life.
   sourcelight.org   /slmin.us   @slmin |
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Spotlight: ETHIOPIA, Addis Ababa
By Emily P. Meyer

Projects

ETHIOPIA - Addis Ababa Print Shop

If you ask National Director, Haile
Tefera, what is interesting about
the country of Ethiopia where he
serves, he will tell you in one word:
everything. He would know, as he
and his wife, Tsedale, are Ethiopian
nationals. They had immigrated to
America to live the American dream.
But in 2005, God spoke to their
hearts about returning to minister
with SLM in Ethiopia.
Ethiopia has many interesting
aspects. In fact, you might be reading
this while sipping Ethiopian coffee. It
wouldn’t be surprising since Ethiopia
is where the coffee bean originated.
But what Haile finds MOST interesting is how Jesus is saving lost people
in Ethiopia.
With the help of SLM discipleship
materials, printed New Testaments,
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and the Papyrus audio players, much
Kingdom work is being accomplished.
Haile and his team have been quite
effective through the SLM school in
Dukem, printing lessons and Bibles
in their own print shop, evangelism,
discipleship, church planting, and
reaching South Sudanese refugees.
As you prayerfully consider how you
can come alongside the good work
God is doing in Ethiopia, know that
these are the most pressing needs:
funds to complete the office in the
capital city, personal support, and
funds for paper for the printing of
more courses and Bibles to equip
churches. God is at work in Ethiopia.
Continue to lift Haile’s ministry up to
the Lord and ask Him how He would
have you join in what he is doing
there.

Camp Expansion

Building Renovations

Location: ARGENTINA

Location: CONGO

$27,000 to enlarge the Camp.

The cost for this project is $6,453.

Camp is a great way to reach children
and their parents with the Gospel.
In the past, the church where SLM
Argentina is located would have to
rent a place to hold camp. Now they
have a place of their own and conduct
a number of camps each year. It is
also available to use for conferences
and retreats for other organizations.
The facilities need to be enlarged
with eight more dormitories and six
bathrooms with showers to accommodate more people.

A large building is located on their
property and by renovating it, two
apartments could be made available
for rent to generate some muchneeded income for the ministry of
this Branch.

Toyota Hilux Pickup Truck
Location: BOLIVIA
The cost for this vehicle is $46,000.
Miguel Sanchez has an old truck
that keeps needing repairs. He
is in great need for a new vehicle
that will be adequate for the rough
roads that he travels to visit his
students, Associate Schools, and
the many churches that use the Bible
courses.

Outreach and Teachers
Location: CHILE
$10,000 is still needed to finish the
Conference Center in Puyangue, Chile.
Guillermo and Vicky Salazar have
held annual Marriage Seminars
for a number of years. Having the
Conference Center to hold camp for
children and young people would give
a wider dimension to their ministry.
This Conference Center will also
be used for conferences to train
church leaders, advanced training
for pastors, and chaplains, and
weddings in this area of Chile.
To give to a project visit us online at:
sourcelight.org/projects
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Spotlight: INDIA, Kolkata
By Emily P. Meyer

idolatry, child sacrifice, and human
sacrifice before the idols. They
believe all religions are the same.
So they argue that what they believe
is correct.” But the Jenas’ team is
committed to going after the lost
sheep of this region and leading
them to be rescued by the One True
Good Shepherd.

KARUNAKAR & SUMITA JENA

Perhaps the most famous resident
of Kolkata, India is none other than
Mother Teresa. One of her most
famous quotes was, “If I look at the
mass, I will never act. If I look at
the one, I will.” There’s no question
that this city with suburbs included,
hosting 14.1 million people, was on
her mind when she tried to figure
out where to even begin. In this
same token, SLM National Director,
Karunakar Jena, and his wife,
Sumita, have been serving one after
one after one for 21 years with the
life-changing hope of the Gospel.
In their region of West Bengal, there
are now over 95 million people, many
of whom are lost, as Hindus and
Muslims make up the largest faith
groups. Karunakar states, “People
practice all kinds of witchcraft,
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They work tirelessly in areas of
evangelism, discipleship, church
planting,
equipping
leadership,
children’s ministry, slum ministry,
school ministry, and ministry among
Muslims in 11 states of India.
Through the work with SLM in this
area, God has planted 25 churches,
34 fellowship groups in different
villages, and 28 children’s clubs.
Ten ADS and six WWBI schools
in West Bengal and Tripura have
been established as well. God is
tremendously blessing the sharing of
SLM discipleship courses and WWBI
courses.
Travel is difficult in this area, so a
vehicle to use to deliver literature and
reach the different areas is a Godsized need. Also pray for Karunakar
and Sumita’s safety and health. Most
importantly, ask the Lord to open the
hearts, eyes, and minds of those
with hardened hearts to listen to His
Word and come to repentance for
salvation.

Projects
Pig Raising
Farm Micro-enterprise

Vehicle

Location: IVORY COAST

Large vehicle that seats seven
people costing $39,500.

$13,320 is still needed for this project.
Raising pigs is a great opportunity for
the Branch to be self-supporting. The
Discipleship Training Branch and the
many staff workers will benefit from
this project as they attempt to reach
their country with the Gospel.

Vehicle Project
Location: BRAZIL

Location: INDIA – The Gap

Christudas Earla, the Branch Director,
has an old vehicle that is constantly
in need of repairs so a replacement
is a great need. It will be used by the
workers to deliver the Bible courses
to the churches and Associate
Schools. It will also be used to
transport visitors from abroad and
will enable the church planters to
visit their church members.

The cost for this project is $6,500.
This a big need. Pastor Samuel
Milanez, the only worker for the
Branch under the leadership of Jim
Leonard, will be able to drive to the
churches and Associate Schools that
use the Bible lessons to check on
their needs, encourage them, and
help them as needed, etc.

To give to a project visit us online at:
sourcelight.org/projects
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Spotlight: TOGO, Lome

Praise

By Emily P. Meyer

u Brian Thompson, Director of the
Madison Discipleship School, praises the Lord that 245 people received
Christ through doing the SLM Bible
lessons in 2017. Volunteers are a
great blessing in helping us keep up
with the volume of Bible lessons coming in and going out. We are grateful
for donors that provide funds for postage each month.

SIKA & LUCIE YAWO

Togo may look like just a sliver on the
map of Africa, but 7.6 million people
call it home. Only nine percent of the
population claim to be of evangelical
faith. Since 1998, National Director,
Sika Yawo, and his wife, Lucie, have
been working diligently here to lead
lost people to Christ.

you may have packed a shoebox
for a sister ministry, Samaritan’s
Purse, for their Operation Christmas
Child initiative. God is using those
shoeboxes as a pathway to bless
people in hostile areas of Togo and
establish a welcoming spirit for SLM
Bible lessons to be presented.

Though this current political administration is counter-cultural to
Christianity, it has never hindered
the work of the Gospel that Sika and
his team have been committed to.
In fact, people are able to hear the
Gospel in large cities, urban areas,
and some villages as well.

Please pray and consider how you
can participate in the exciting ministry that God is doing in Togo. Pray
specifically that God would provide
support for Sika’s family, schooling
needs of his children, keep his family
strong and healthy, and that he would
have the needed funds to operate his
ministry in Togo. Please pray that God
would also provide support for four
staff. As opportunities arise to plant
new churches, funds are needed to
buy land. Won’t you prayerfully consider how you can help?

From the capital city of Lome, Sika
and his team strive to see people
come to salvation and to nurture them
in prisons, church plants, military
camps, schools, evangelism campaigns, and an orphanage. Perhaps
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u Ignatius Lakra, one of our national
missionaries in India, praises the Lord
for the joyous Christmas and New
Year Celebration that they shared
with the students and children in their
community. They are so grateful to their
donors and supporters who provided
gifts and support for the events.
The Lakras’ hearts were filled with
gratitude to God who provides all of
their needs.
u SLM Myanmar offers praise to the
Lord that they were able to celebrate
Christmas with 450 students in a government school for the first time.
u Sanjeeb and Anita Sahu, SLM India North Zone, requested prayer that
God would provide four air conditioners in the last edition of the Reaper.
God has provided three of the four!
u Timothy Kyuli, Director of SLM’s
ministry in Kenya, praises the Lord for
a visit from Landmark Christian School
and for the evangelism activities that
were conducted during their visit.
u Source of Light International rejoices that 29,765 decisions for Christ
were reported through their various
ministries around the globe in 2017.

It is exciting to hear testimonies of the
changed lives and how they are applying the lessons learned by sharing the
Word with others.
u Two of our Discipleship Training
Branches, Ghana and Togo, received
two motorbikes that they had been
praying for this past quarter. We praise
the Lord for this provision and how
it will help them in ministry in their
countries. The funding for these bikes
came from a church to which Daniel
Sappor and Sika Yawo had been invited for a mission’s conference in
Florida. The conference had to be canceled due to a hurricane that caused
much flooding which impacted many
who were to help with the conference.
Nonetheless, the church sent a very
gracious gift to these men.
u James Byakika SLM Uganda,
praises the Lord for the provision of
funds to purchase a ministry vehicle and
for funds to purchase a photocopier.
u Volunteer work teams from several churches across the country came
during the spring season and accomplished a great deal of work for us.
Thank you, each one! Praise the Lord
for safety as they worked on the various projects. We are always grateful
for our volunteers! Some even stay on
indefinitely.
u Praise the Lord for the many
prayer warriors and financial donors
that enable this ministry to effectively
serve the Lord throughout the world
for these many years. May God bless
you abundantly.
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Prayer

In Memorial

u Brian Thompson, Director of Madison Discipleship School, requests
prayer for our ministry to prison inmates. Some of the correctional facility officers have changed their policies
which has led to restrictions being
placed on the use of our Bible lessons
in the prisons. Pray that we might find
favor with these institutions to be able
to resume serving the prisoners as we
have in the past.
u Claudy Jean Baptiste, Director of
Source of Light Haiti, asks us to pray
that God would provide the $17,100
that is needed for the project to build
a missionary home/office for their
ministry in Haiti.
u Sanjeeb Sahu, Director in the
North Zone of India, asks us to pray
that God would provide the $3,500
that is needed to reprint 12,000 copies of New Life in Christ 1. This course
is a foundational course with its clear
presentation of the Gospel.
u Philip Thang asks us to pray that
they would have more opportunities
to share the Gospel among the Buddhists in their country. The ministry
in Myanmar is trusting God to provide
the $6,000 needed to purchase a ministry vehicle; please pray with them.
u James Byakika, SLM Uganda Director, asks us to pray that God will
provide the $16,460 which is needed
to purchase land on which to build a
Source of Light office in Uganda. They
have been renting for ten years. This
project would enable them to reduce
monthly operating expenses.
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u Sika Yawo and his family in Togo
strive to minister during a very unstable time politically in their country.
Please pray for the safety of their staff
and families.
u Vedette Nlandu, SLM Director in
the D.R. Congo, is also ministering in
a very volatile environment politically;
please keep his family and the families of his staff in your prayers.
u Timothy Kyuli, SLM Kenya, asks
us to pray that God would provide additional general operating funds needed to open a new office in the town
of Nakuru. Through some surveys that
were conducted, they have concluded
that there is much opportunity in the
schools there.
u Manuel and Ruth Lopez, Source of
Light Mexico, ask us to pray that God
would provide $10,000 that is needed
for a new ministry van and that they
would be able to get the upstairs in
their building completed. Also, continue to pray for the ongoing earthquake
relief.
u We continue to need staff in the
various departments of Source of
Light. A special need is for someone
in the Order Department to learn the
ins and outs there and eventually become the head of that Department.
u Pray for wisdom and guidance
from the Lord as our disciplers answer the questions and counsel the
students taking our Bible correspondence lessons.

Gifts in Memory of …
Dr. Glenn Dix by
Calvary Baptist Church,
Ray and Peggy Walker,
Marvin and Betty Ingalsbe
Alfa and Fannie Ingalsbe by
Melissa Babb
Dianne Makemson by
Melissa Babb
Vern Babb by Melissa Babb
Vernon Ray Babb by
Melissa Babb
Gene Smith by Donald Minnich,
Marvin and Betty Ingalsbe
John Taylor by Eula Keener
Lynette Willoughby by
Ray and Peggy Walker
Mary Jessup by Eula Keener
Millie Paintor by
Ray and Peggy Walker
Nellie Allen by Eula Keener
Alice Kirk by
Robert and Patricia Brickel
Rev. Bob Litzenberger by
Eula Keener
Dr. Luz Nacionales by
Capt. and Mrs. Troy Hamm
Herb Pollard by Sylvia Pollard,
Ron and Judy Renshaw
Billy Joe Milsaps, Jr. by
Douglas Milsaps
Wallace S. Milsaps by
Douglas Milsaps
Medwin Benton by
Kenneth Wilbur
Bertha Mainwaring by
Marvin and Betty Ingalsbe
Grace Ann Bennett by
Marvin and Betty Ingalsbe

Dear Friend,
Let’s remember His words …

Lay not up for yourselves
treasure on earth … but lay
up for yourselves treasure
in heaven … for where your
treasure is, there will your
heart be also.
(paraphrase Matthew 6:19–21)
… for in heaven we will be glad
we did.
Yours for the harvest,

Dr. Ronald J. Barnes, Jr.
General Director
Give online at:

sourcelight.org/donate
By Phone:

706.342.0397
Each gift will be used as designated with
the understanding that when any designated need is met, the remaining gifts
will be used where most needed. Gifts
are acknowledged and receipted with an
official receipt for income tax purposes.

We are grateful to you for being
a part of the ministry of Source
of Light through your prayers
and financial support.
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