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I

years, reaching 258 million in 2017, 
up from 248 million in 2015, 220 
million in 2010, 191 million in 2005 
and 173 million in 2000” (Trends 
in International Migrant Stock: The 
2017 Revision). Interpreted, that 
means the number of immigrants 
worldwide is the equivalent of over 
two-thirds the population of North 
America. Nearly a continent of people 
are “strangers in a foreign land.” 

Anthropologists and missiologists 
alike agree that people in transition 
are ripe for new ideologies. That’s 
exactly why churches must come to 
grips with their responsibility as it 
relates to immigration. What is our 
responsibility, beyond all the politics 
and disagreements, as Christians? 

The Word of God has plenty to say on 
the topic of immigrants, in fact the 
Old Testament uses the Hebrew word 
“gare” 92 times, usually translated 
as “alien,” “stranger,” or “foreigner.” 
Among the many compelling Old 
Testament references is Leviticus 
19:34, But the stranger that dwelleth 
with you shall be unto you as one born 
among you, and thou shalt love him 
as thyself; for ye were strangers in 
the land of Egypt: I am the Lord your 
God (King James Version). Israel was 
reminded they knew all too well the 
plight of living in a foreign land and 
that they should treat foreigners as 
though they were “native.”

Additionally, in the Old Testament, 
“immigrant” is often referred to in 
conjunction with two other vulnerable 
groups the Lord cared deeply about: 

the widow and the orphans. He 
doth execute the judgment of the 
fatherless and widow, and loveth 
the stranger, in giving him food and 
raiment (Deuteronomy 10:18, KJV). 

The New Testament parallels this in 
Matthew when “the righteous man” 
asked of the Lord, …Lord, when saw 
we thee an hungered, and fed thee? 
or thirsty, and gave thee drink? When 
saw we thee a stranger, and took thee 
in? or naked, and clothed thee? Or 
when saw we thee sick, or in prison, 
and came unto thee? And the King 
shall answer and say unto them, Verily 
I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have 
done it unto one of the least of these 
my brethren, ye have done it unto me 
(Matthew 25:37– 40, KJV).

Scripture makes clear 
our obligation to minister 
to “strangers” among 
us and in fact, the Great 
Commission compels us 
further to action. I believe 
migration to be one of the 
greatest tools used of the 
Lord in our generation to 
plant seeds of the Gospel 
and to see them grow. 

On the one hand, migrants coming 
“among us” serve as an excellent 
opportunity for Christians to reach 
those who we might never be able 
to go to reach, and on the other 
hand there is an additional element I 
believe is simultaneously happening. 

A letter from the Editor.

mmigration has become 
a hot topic invoking plenty 
of reaction from every side 
of the political landscape. 
It has been used as a 
platform for debate, mid-

term elections, and likely the next 
presidential election.

The International Migration Report, 
written by the United Nations, has 
reported “the number of international 
migrants worldwide has continued 
to grow over the past seventeen 
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I witnessed some of this in Europe in 
my time as a missionary there.

After the fall of communism, pockets 
of Europeans migrated back to 
the land of their heritage, which 
was prevented during the time of 
communism. Take, for example, 
the Czech diaspora in Romania. 
Originally transplanted in the 1800s, 
ethnic Czechs were prevented from 
returning to the Czech Republic 
during the communist occupation 
of Romania. Within those borders, 
they maintained their patriotism to 
“Czechoslovakia,” their customs, 
language, and religion. Time stood 

still for these Czechs and their 
values, and so when they reintegrated 
after the fall of the communists, they 
found themselves “old-fashioned” 
for the much more progressive and 
liberal Czech Republic.

I began to work with a man, “Jarda,” 
from among this group. It took a 
while for me to understand why our 
communication was challenging, but 
it was because the Czech he spoke 
was the equivalent of the “King 
James” English. When I began to 

get to know him, I discovered his 
values and theology were much more 
conservative, and the Baptists I was 
working with trusted him because 
they trusted the conservative 
theology of the Czech from Romania 
more than the Baptists in current 
Czech Republic. In a real sense, the 
diaspora reintegrated conservative 
doctrine and values back into a very 
liberal church in Czech.

I also discovered other pockets of 
Romanians, also very evangelistic and 
theologically sound, in neighboring 
Austria. There, even without pastors, 
they were repopulating dead Austrian 

churches, evangelizing the lost 
Austrians, and discipling them to 
become reproducing churches. 

Immigration opened up opportunities 
for immigrants to actually bring the 
Gospel to the hosting countries. As 
we read over the last few years about 
the migration of Middle Easterners 
fleeing conflict, ethnic cleansing, and 
religious persecution, many began 
fearing the Islam that would inevitably 
be coming with these immigrants. 
Understand, however, there are many 

fleeing these countries because of 
religious persecution, which includes 
scores of Christians. 

These Christians, displaced by vio-
lence and persecution, are relocating 
to places like France, Germany, and 
Great Britain, all increasingly Muslim, 
atheistic, and agnostic strongholds. I 
believe once again that this immigra-
tion “crisis” in Europe may very well 
result in the re-evangelization of the 
continent that was the birthplace of 
the Reformation. 

Perhaps it’s time to look past the 
rhetoric of the “crisis” and look to the 
endless opportunities it seems to be 
bringing for the spread of the Gospel! 
It’s time for Christians to move 
away from focusing on the politics 
of immigration and on to what our 
Christ-honoring responsibilities are 
for the “strangers” moving in among 
us. It’s time to pray that God would 

use this migration of believers into 
Europe and beyond as a way to carry 
the Gospel into some of the hardest 
and darkest parts of the globe.

This issue of the Reaper is filled with 
stories, testimonies and examples 
of how God is using Source of Light 
Ministries “inter”-nationally, and 
“intra”-nationally. We hope it will give 
you insight to how God is working and 
where, and will challenge you in your 
own efforts to reach out to those who 
are “strangers among us from across 
borders.”

Perhaps it’s time to look past the rhetoric 
of the “crisis” and look to the endless 

opportunities it seems to be bringing for the 
spread of the Gospel!

Ron Barnes meeting with Czech church leaders.
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Moldova: A Bridge 
to Eastern Europe and 
Central Asia
 by Cristian Oprea

Cristian Oprea directs SLM’s 
Branch office in Brasov, 
Romania. The office services 
churches and associate 
schools in Greece, Ukraine, 
Germany, Moldova, England, 
Hungary, Italy and Belgium. 

Scotte Staab, SLM Europe Director, teaching  
an intensive English course at the Universitatea 
Divitia Gratiae. (Photo by Tom Kilpatrick)

   Wouldn’t it be great to see all these 
  students running an Associate Bible 
  School one day? (Photo by Tom Kilpatrick)

The Universitatea Divitiae Gratie, where 
  SLM hopes for a future partnership. 
  (Photo by Tom Kilpatrick)

By God’s grace in 2005, Source of 
Light International Romania started 
a work in the Moldova Republic, 
a former Soviet Union State. In 
this country live many who speak 
Romanian, and there are many 
strong believers. Mainly, the ministry 
is done through correspondence, and 
we do often receive letters of thanks 
from students there for the benefit of 
the lessons in their spiritual lives. 

Our beginning was initiated through 
some enrollment coupons received 
from the Moldova Republic from 
a few students. We responded to 
these coupons by sending back the 
Light from the Gospel of John. After 
that, the correspondence continued 
with the next courses. From those 
few coupons the ministry began to 
expand in the Moldova Republic, as 
we received more letters and requests 
for Bible correspondence courses.

Meanwhile, Gabriel Vasileniuc 
started to be involved in the ministry 
there. He and his wife, a Moldavian, 
lived there for a period of time. The 
ministry has developed greatly, and 
the Lord blessed their service there. 
People have come to Christ through 
home groups and children’s camps. 

One of the main achievements which, 
by God’s grace, has been realized, 

is that Love, Dating, and Marriage 
(the teen Bible study course) has 
been taught in the public schools in 
Chisinau, the capital of Moldova.

At this present time, there are 250 
students in the Moldova Republic 
who regularly send in their Bible 
correspondence courses. Gabriel has 
passed the ministry baton to a young 
married couple, who continue to 
expand the ministry. In 2012, Angel 
Dragu, a SLM Romania missionary, 
took a ministry trip to Moldova. At 
that time, he was able to distribute 
SLM materials and to preach the 
Gospel in the Moldova Republic, in 
Ialoveni.

As we seek God’s wisdom for the 
future, a connection has been made 
through the Universitatea Divitiae 
Gratie. This University’s mission, in 
part, is to prepare Eastern Europeans 
and Central Asians for ministry. One 
of the goals for SLM Europe is to 
partner with these students to create 
a translation base and prepare 
these students to start Associate 
Discipleship Schools all over this 
region. Please pray for a ministry trip 
in 2019 to build on the relationships 
that we have in Moldova. Pray for the 
Source of Light efforts in Moldova 
as we look to develop a Discipleship 
Training Branch in Chisineau. 
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WWBI among 
Kachin Immigrants 
in Singapore

WWBI in Myanmar

World Wide 
Bible Institute: 
Training 
Immigrants  
in Asia

Along with her husband, 
Stephen, Phoenix Yoong 
volunteers to promote  
SLM resources, especially 
WWBI, in different parts  
of Asia.

It has been five years since my local 
church, Bethesda Chapel, embarked 
on the WWBI Bible Curriculum. We 
started on WWBI studies with a 
group of sixteen Kachin students in 
November 2013. The name of our 
WWBI institute is Bethesda Bible 
Institute (BBI).

As volunteer Registrar of BBI 
Singapore, I keep detailed student 
records and results of all “STEP” 
tests that each BBI student has 
completed. “STEP” stands for 
Simplified Theological Educational 
Packet. As of November 2018, BBI 
has 50 students and the number of 
STEP tests passed by our students 
is 691. Notwithstanding the large 
number of STEP tests taken, only 
eleven students have progressed 
to Semester II courses while two 
students are taking Semester III 
courses.  

In addition, three small fellowship 
groups in our church are using 
WWBI STEP notes for systematic 

Bible study. We organize annual 
Word-based seminars to encourage 
our WWBI students as well as to 
promote WWBI to other church 
members. Recently, we organized an 
Adult Christian Education (ACE) event 
for church members to share their 
Bible study experiences and promote 
WWBI curriculum. 

From my personal experience, every 
WWBI student needs self-discipline, 
prayer, and strength from the Lord to 
make progress. Very often there will 
be distractions arising from home, 
work, or church activities. These 
are part and parcel of the busy life 
of committed believers. Our WWBI 
curriculum is a very systematic Bible 
study program with 135 STEPs. 

Praise the Lord that our 
WWBI students are putting 
into practice what they are 
learning. 

One of our WWBI students is 
spearheading our church’s outreach 
to the local community and to 

families of our church kindergarten 
children. She is also serving as 
Assistant Academic Supervisor of 
BBI. Some others are practicing 
personal evangelism more actively 
than before.

About three years ago, my church 
financed the translation of Semester 
One of the WWBI curriculum into the 
Burmese language. Stephen, our 
BBI’s Academic Supervisor, visited 
several churches in Myanmar to 
promote Burmese WWBI to local 
pastors. WWBI courses, such as 
Christian Growth and Matthew, have 
been introduced to Yangon, Pyin Oo 
Lwin, Myitkinya, and Tamu. Many 
pastors were enthusiastic when 
they first learned about the WWBI 
courses so they could get many of 
their church members to start on 
WWBI studies. However, some of the 
pastors are too busy to supervise 
their WWBI students and the initial 
enthusiasm was lost. A few pastors 
are pressing on to encourage their 
church members to continue in WWBI 
studies.  

Success and sustainability depend 
on the commitment of the pastors. 
A WWBI class in Yangon has 
successfully completed four STEPs 
of Christian Growth. 

Pastor Uhtwe started a small house 
church. He is a very keen student 
of the WWBI program. He was a taxi 
driver before he became a Christian. 
A few years after his conversion, he 
reached out to his neighbors. He did 
not have theological education and 
finds the WWBI courses suitable. 
He did not have to leave his ministry 
and he can study the STEP courses 
at his own pace. A fellow pastor who 
had theological education marked  
his STEP tests. 

In September 2018, I went with two 
other church members to Yangon, 
Myanmar. I had the opportunity to 
share my experience as a WWBI 
student. We introduced Christian 
Growth STEP One to some Burmese 
pastors with the hope that they would 
conduct the same course of Christian 
Growth to their church members.

Pray for us that Semester One 
courses of WWBI in Burmese will be 
used more widely so that Semester 
Two courses can be translated in the 
future.

Pray also that SLM basic courses can 
be used to feed the lambs and SLM 
advanced courses and WWBI courses 
can be used to feed the sheep (John 
21:15–17).
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They Walked 
Across Africa
 by Ron Barnes

A few years ago, some may recall a 
trip that resulted in my arrest and 
the arrest of our country director. 
Lost in the details of that story 
was the amazing gathering of many 
nations, fleeing the danger of their 
own homeland. As we sat in our 
detention center, each of the leaders 
of the various churches within the 
immigration camp (in an unnamed 
country) shared their stories.

They spoke of famine, ethnic 
cleansing, religious persecution, 
and government and political coups. 
Inevitably the dangers became so 
significant they had to leave their 
homes. Many have lived in these 
camps for decades with no plans in 
sight for a return.

They came from Burundi, Sudan, 
South Sudan, Rwanda, Eritrea, 
Djibouti, Somalia, and Chad. 
Some had come to Christ in their 
homeland, others within the camp 
as the other tribes evangelized them. 
The churches, divided primarily by 
language group, worked together 
with scarce resources and planned 
together on how to reach the nearly 
100,000 immigrants from within the 
confines… and safety of the camp. 

missionaries intentionally exposes 
a neighboring country to our ministry 
and resources. But here, in this camp 
filled with immigrants from around 
northern Africa, these pastors are 
training and making plans for the day 
they can return to their home country, 
intent on bringing the Gospel, and 
opening a Branch of Source of Light 
when they arrive.

“Pastor Isaac” has lived in this camp 
for 25 years. Likely he will never 
be able to return to his homeland, 
Sudan. His home is gone, his village 
destroyed, and the only family he has 
are the ones who survived the attack 
on his village and made the long trek 
with him many years ago. Despite the 
hardest and poorest of conditions, he 
spends his days evangelizing the new 
arrivals, then discipling and training 
those who have come to Christ in order 
that one day these immigrants will 
return to their homeland well trained. 

They aren’t allowed to work officially, 
but many find things to make or 
run simple businesses to barter for 
food and services. There are few 
possessions in these homes, the 
few they have are especially prized. 
I walked into home after home on 
a previous trip to see bamboo and 
dung homes, with but a few scarce 
household items, displaying SLM 
certificates on the wall and courses 
kept protected in plastic. They 
wanted to keep them clean, so 
they can reuse them over and over 
with as many of their children as 
the courses will last. The courses 
are used both for evangelism and 
discipleship, and for teaching 
curriculum so they can learn to read 
in the absence of textbooks.

As you read over the list of countries 
mentioned previously, there isn’t 
a single one where they actually 
have SLM missionaries or a Branch 
of any sort. Yet, here are hundreds 
of people who have come to Christ 
using the courses. If you have 
followed Source of Light through the 
years, you know that it is fairly typical 
that someone visits a neighboring 
country and comes into contact 
with our ministry, or one of our 

One of these men shared with me 
that God used the most horrific of 
experiences in his homeland so that 
he might come to this camp, meet 
Pastor Isaac, receive Christ, and get 
training and preparation to return to 
his home in South Sudan. He said he 
had never heard the Gospel, never 
even met a Christian, though he had 
heard much about them. He hopes to 
return to his homeland bringing the 
Good News and a proper testimony 
of who Jesus is through his own 
life. He also hopes to be SLM’s first 
missionary to South Sudan and it’s 
my hope God grants his request!

Church leadership for a Sudanese  

refugee church.

Children in a refugee camp  

on the Sudanese border
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Living with a benign tumor, 
Kimberly Rae Thigpen, 
continues to write, authoring 
over 20 books on missions 
and human trafficking.  
Follow     @KimberlyRaeBook

taken a need and turned it into an 
opportunity.

Dr. Abraham Vallega has used SLM 
materials since he first received 
them in 1970. Children reached 
through his church are now adults all 
over the world, some in prosperous 
professions who now support the 
ministry that reached them.

The 20–30 missionaries sent out 
to Thailand from the Philippines 
are just one of the ministries Dr. 
Vallega oversees. He recently was 
able to meet with several of them 
in Thailand, where he gave them 
a full packet of adult SLM material 
and trained them how to use and 
grade the lessons, to develop their 
own discipleship schools. He says 
SLM lessons are “one of the best 
materials” for discipleship.

When evangelizing, Dr. Abraham 
trains missionaries to ask a person 
“permission if they will allow 30 
minutes to one hour” of their time. At 
this, the humor can be heard in his 
voice when he says, “In Philippines 
they do not mind time.” Then, he 
personally likes to read the lesson on 
Heaven out loud slowly, so they can 
ask questions, and through it shares 
the five steps to salvation.

He says that in Thailand, the pastors 
“really appreciate” the material and 
are interested in translating it into 
the Thai language. It is “so simple 
and yet meaty when it comes to 
doctrine.”

The missionaries have a rigorous 
preparation period, with TESL 
(Teaching English as a Second 
Language) training in the Philippines, 
then six months of language school 
in Bangkok before going out into a 
tribe or province with only themselves 
or their family for immersion in the 
language. Their language-learning 
period is shorter than it would be 
for those who know only English 
beforehand. As Dr. Vallega says, 
“Filipinos are ‘easy to catch’ the 
language.”

Most, if not all, of the missionaries 
lack needed support. Still, they go. 
“Even if [they have] only 500 dollars, 
they start in missions.”

Their commitment is both convicting 
and inspiring. It begs two questions:

1. Are we as committed 
to following God’s call to 
reach the lost?

2. Can we be part of 
this effective, already-
instituted work to reach 
Thailand?

he understands, but the concepts 
are vastly different from the Buddhist 
beliefs he grew up with.

Hesitantly, he approaches his in-
structor. “What does it mean?” The 
teacher smiles, and in the student’s 
own heart language of Thai, explains 
the truth of salvation. This scenario 
is unique because the English teach-
ers are missionaries sent from the 
Philippines to Thailand.

It is effective because English 
classes are an excellent way to not 
only build trust in resistant coun-
tries, but they also provide nearly 
instant relationships. It is profound 
because the missionaries didn’t orig-
inally intend to teach English. They 
started this as a job to augment low 
levels of financial support. God has 

Imagine a college student in Thailand 
who wants to learn English. He arrives 
at his first class, relieved to discover 
that his teacher is not only a fellow 
Asian – Filipino – but the teacher also 
knows his Thai language. Studying 
will be much easier than he thought.

Days and weeks pass full of verb 
conjugation and strange spellings. 
He wonders why the i before e rule 
doesn’t apply to weird, eight, beige 
or foreign. English is difficult, but 
over time, with his teacher’s help, he 
begins to read.

His teacher gives him materials in 
English from a place called Source 
of Light. He starts reading about one 
high God who made all things, and a 
place called Heaven where this God’s 
followers go after death. The words 
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Source of Light International in Madison, Georgia operates and 

ministers to each of its missionaries without any administrative 

fees charged. We rely solely on gifts and regular donations  

in the same way as any of our missionaries, purely by faith.  

In order to continue to operate this way, we are asking God, by 

faith, to raise up new individuals, churches, and foundations  

to support the work of the home office through the Global 

Outreach Fund. 

Would  you  prayerfully  consider  partnering  with  

SLM  through  the Global Outreach Fund?

George and Mary Baker founded 
Bible Studies By Mail, Inc., in 1979. 
After serving as missionaries in Peru 
and Colombia, they had a God-given, 
heartfelt compassion to evangelize 
and mentor Hispanic people in the 
United States. The Spanish Bible 
study materials they used ministering 
in South America had been published 
by SLM. So, they began using those 
same Spanish studies, along with 
English studies, to reach the Hispanic 
and non-Hispanic community in Las 
Cruces, New Mexico and beyond.  

Leonard Ramirez is one of the many 
Hispanics the Bakers reached with 
God’s message of salvation and 
Christ’s teaching, presented through 
SLM’s study materials. He is a 
combat marine corps veteran and 
a retired state police officer. In the 
‘80s, while serving as a policeman 

in Las Cruces, he told a couple about 
his desire to study the Bible. They 
told Leonard to look up George Baker 
in the phone book because he and 
his wife, Mary, were giving out Bible 
studies and they were free.  

Leonard found the Bakers’ name in 
the phone book and, after calling and 
talking with Mary, he went to their 
home and picked up his first studies. 
He shares: “I took lessons home 
and started them that evening. I was 
hooked. I would finish the lessons 
and couldn’t wait to get the following 
lessons. The lessons were great. 
I finally understood what God was 
all about and how His Son, Jesus 
Christ, died for my sins. My hunger 
to know God was being fed. Through 
these lessons I gave my life to Jesus 
Christ.” Leonard Ramirez, age 70, 
currently serves as the ministry’s 
Advisory Board President.  

Leonard, along with numerous other 
Hispanics, came to know God per-
sonally through Bible study and the 
Gospel message about Jesus Christ. 
Their word of mouth has spread the 
Good News of Jesus Christ in jails 
and in public. The ministry’s outreach 
continues to thrive by God’s grace, 
because His Word is presented in all 
study materials.  

On April 16, 2018, Dominique hes-
itantly entered the office of Bible 
Studies By Mail, after being encour-
aged to do so by Darryl Evans. His 
wife, Joan, came from the back of 
the office and met Dominique in the 
large room. They talked. Joan gave 

SLM New 
Mexico:

 Reaching out to the 
Spanish Speaking 

Communities
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her a place to sit and do lessons. 
God began to call His daughter 
(Dominique) back into fellowship with 
Him. She was listening, crying, and 
on the verge of turning around. 

 Their word of mouth has 
spread the Good News of 
Jesus Christ in jails and  
in public. 

On the morning of April 18th, 
Dominique returned to our office. In 
a panic, she told Joan she needed 
a place to live because she was 
homeless. That very morning, she 
and her boyfriend, Edgar Aragon, 
had been caught living in a storage 
unit behind our office and expelled 
by the storage rental management. 
As she shared her dilemma and 
tears flowed, we assured her that 
God would provide a place for her 
to live. Edgar would return to his 
mother’s home, but Dominique was 
not welcome there anymore.  

We assured Dominique throughout 
the day that God is good and that 
He would handle all her needs. And, 
lo and behold, He did! That morning 
and afternoon, after she had shared 
more of her personal life story, God 
opened our hearts and gave us His 
compassion for her. The Lord moved 
us to invite Dominique to live in our 
home for as long as she would need 
to. She lived with us for 110 days! 
And it was a spiritually growing time 
for all three of us — thank You, Jesus!  

Dominique and Edgar are engaged 
to be married in our church, Bethel 
Bible Fellowship. They are both 
believers and each is growing at 
their own spiritual pace. Dominique 
has several Christian friendships 
and is strong in her faith. Edgar 
has few Christian friendships and 
needs mentoring. They attend church 
and Sunday school together. Just a 
month after their wedding, Dominique 
and Edgar plan to attend their first 
marriage retreat.  

Leonard Ramirez, Dominique 
Betancourt, and Edgar Aragon are 
Hispanics who have been touched by 
the love of Jesus Christ made evident 
through the study materials and 
the changed lives at Bible Studies  
By Mail.

God works in mysterious and surpris-
ing ways. We had returned to Peru in 
2009 after a few years living in the 
United States of America, and God 
put on me a huge burden to share His 
Word and message of salvation with 
people from other places and lan-
guages. I thought, I can’t do it. I only 
speak Spanish, my native language, 
and a little English, and do not have  
the economic capacity to travel.

It was at that time God opened 
a door for me I never thought 
about, through the prison ministry, 
so I could share His message of 
salvation with foreign inmates in 
three different prisons in Lima. There 
were ladies from countries around 
the world incarcerated there, and all 
spoke English besides their native 
languages. God had answered my 
prayer in an unimaginable way. 

I enjoyed this ministry so much, 
visiting the ladies of these three 
places on three different days of the 
week. The biggest number were in 
Santa Monica. They had nobody, and 
needed not only the Word of God, but 
a friendly hand that could help. 

After some months working with 
these ladies, my prayer was for 
the Lord to place on them such a 
need to really love Him with all their 
heart, enough to share His message 
with their relatives and friends. I 
prayed that they might become the 
missionaries I couldn’t be to their 
countries. God answered this prayer, 
too.

Rosaura, a young woman from Brazil, 
is one example. Rosaura had lived 
in England before she came to Peru. 
She accepted Christ as her personal 

by Dalila Correa

After serving in South 
America, Darryl and Joan 
Evans joined Source of Light 
Ministries International in 
2005 and are currently 
serving as ministry leaders 
at Bible Studies By Mail, Inc. 
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Known as the “land of many 
waters,” Guyana is a country on the 
northeastern coast of South America. 
Because of its strong cultural, 
historical, and political ties with 
other Anglo-Caribbean countries and 
the Caribbean Community, Guyana 
is technically considered part of the 
Caribbean.

The ministry in Guyana has had a 
long, fruitful, and rich history with 
Source of Light, led by a vibrant 
and exuberant woman named 
Emily Chung. Her vision, passion, 
and national connections allowed 
for SLM and their materials to be 
utilized widely throughout the country 
in schools and churches. Following 
her death, she left the ministry to 
her closest worker, Winston Abel, 
who continues the ministry with 
little support apart from what his 
full-time job provides. The believers 
from around Guyana have begged for 
these materials on a broader scope 
than the workers with SLM have been 
able to accommodate. 

There is a great need and potential 
for the use of more materials within 
public schools, churches, and other 
ministries. Each of them has been so 
impacted by the SLM materials that 
they want to use the courses within 
their ministries more extensively.

Pray with us. Pray that God would raise 
up support, staff, and volunteers to 
continue and expand the ministry 
of SLM Guyana. Also pray for the 
$10,000 needed for construction, 
relocation of offices, and materials 
for this new season of SLM Guyana.

Pray with us. 

SPOTLIGHT

Guyana

Savior while she was in prison in 
Santa Monica, and I witnessed the 
hunger and thirst she had to learn 
from the Word of God. She finished 
all the Source of Light studies 
brought to her in the prison.

Upon leaving in freedom and return-
ing to her country of origin, she 
shared the message with her family 
and friends. However, having no work 
option in Brazil, she returned to 
England where she currently resides 
and works.

Rosaura did not only share her faith 
in Brazil. In England, she joined a 
local church and now serves in her 
free time in a ministry to prisons. 
She is continuing the work, giving 
the same message of hope that was 
given to her.

Here are Rosaura’s own words:

I like to share with you 
today my blessings to be in 
Peru for six years, so I got 
the opportunity to meet my 
friend and lover, Jesus Christ. 
I will thank You, Jesus, for all 
Your love and mercy to me. 
And l also thank Dalila for 
being with me during that 
time and sharing the Word of 
God with us there. For me it 
was very important because I 
never before read the Bible or 
prayed to ask His mercy and 
forgiveness. All I thought was 
only that I should believe He 
is God. But I realize we need 
to ask for forgiveness of sins, 

and live in faith every day 
in our life. I am really happy 
with my life now with God 
my Father. And I thank God 
for letting me share His Word 
with my family and friends.

I wish we all would share His 
Word all over the world so 
more people can meet this 
lover and salvation.

I still keep contact with several of the 
women who are back home, and pray 
they may continue seeking God’s will 
in everything they do. How wonderful 
to get to reach all over the world 
simply by obeying God’s call where I 
am.

*Name changed and photos withheld for 

security and privacy reasons.

Dalila Correa has ministered 
with her husband, Pablo, in 
Peru for nearly 40 years. 
Though now living in Colo-
rado, they travel frequently 
to Peru, especially now as 
the ministry in Lima is in a 
process of reorganization.

Winston Abel in the old SLM Guyana office.
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Projects

SCHOOL BUILDING CONSTRUCTION  

LOCATION: LIBERIA 

This much needed project is vital in 
providing a building for the school 
children. The school will provide an 
excellent ministry opportunity in the 
community and with the students’ 
parents. 

Foundation – $13,801

Elevation  – $20,865

Roofing  – $12,165

Project Total: $46,831

DIGITAL CAMERA 

LOCATION: INDIA – South Zone

A high-quality digital camera will be 
used to start a digital record of minis-
try activities such as the Tabernacle 
Project, children’s programs, and 
many of the church activities. It will 
also make it possible to send minis-
try pictures to their partners. 

Project Total: $1,000

In July 1952, Charles Gilmore 
accompanied Cameron Thompson to 
the island of Jamaica. As Gilmore and 
Thompson traveled throughout the 
island in preparation for distribution, 
they were amazed to see how eagerly 
people received tracts and any 
material offered to them. 

In November 1952, Charles returned 
to Jamaica to assist in a city-wide 
evangelistic campaign conducted 
by Dr. E. C. Sheehan. They printed 
and took with them 14,000 tracts 
for use in the campaign. Thousands 
attended the meetings and more 
than 935 made professions of faith 
in Christ. As Gilmore saw the large 
numbers of new converts, the Lord 
revealed to him that there was 
also a need for a follow-up Bible 
correspondence program for these 
and other evangelistic outreaches, 
and so his vision for SLM began. 

Shortly after, Charles met George 
Webster serving with Caribbean 
Challenge, showing Billy Graham 
Evangelistic films, and manning 
their bookmobile. He invited George 
to head up the SLM ministry in 

Jamaica and it was through George’s 
leadership that SLM expanded 
throughout the island and saw 
thousands saved and discipled 
through schools, prisons, Sunday 
schools, and youth outreaches, 
which continue to this day. Early in 
the ministry, George had the vision 
to start bookstores throughout the 
island to fund the ministry. Though 
George passed a few years back, 
his wife, Joy, and many volunteers 
continue to carry on the stores and 
the ministry, which have become well 
known throughout the island.

Today, Jamaica displays a façade of 
Christianity, but pull back the veil, and 
liberalism, the prosperity Gospel, and 
complacency have eroded the values 
instilled in the previous generation. 
Pray for SLM Jamaica and Joy 
Webster as they begin to make plans 
to transition leadership and address 
today’s needs in Jamaica.

SPOTLIGHT

Jamaica

MINISTRY FOLLOW-UP PROJECT 

LOCATION: INDIA – South Zone

Staff is desperately needed to follow 
up on the thousands of contacts and 
new converts who are being affected 
by the Tabernacle Project and the 
TV program. The monthly support 
is urgently needed because it is 
impossible for our Director, Hemanth 
Peter, to follow up all the contacts and 
converts on his own. 

Project Cost: $800 per month

MINISTRY VAN 

LOCATION: MEXICO 

A van is primarily used for the 
Dios es Amor School and church 
activities. The old van is currently 
not in use because it is not reliable. 
It needs repairs and has resulted in 
a 30% drop in school attendance. 
A replacement van is desperately 
needed. 

Project Total: $15,000SLM Jamaica office staff at the Source of Light Bookstore.
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SPOTLIGHT
Trapps and 
Thompsons

In the heart of Africa, Brian and 
Gwenda Trapp needed good Bible 
materials that were affordable and 
could be studied independently. 
Gwenda remembered doing Bible 
lessons as a child, and after 
evacuating to the States due to war, 
she discovered those childhood 
lessons were from Source of Light. 

The Trapps returned to Africa with 
boxes of SLM lessons. Their ensuing 
Associate School became a Branch 
that continues to this day, a work the 
Trapps were able to leave in the hands 
of capable national leadership. They 
now serve at SLM Headquarters, 
where Brian offers his handyman 
carpenter skills in many facets of 
the work. He also helps coordinate 
the many volunteer teams that keep 
operational costs at the mission to a 
minimum. Gwenda — “Mama Africa” 
to the national missionaries — uses 
her experience and expertise as the 
Africa Administrative Assistant.

Brian Thompson, SLM’s North 
America Regional Director, also used 
SLM lessons in ministry before join-
ing Source of Light. While Christine, 

his wife, cleans SLM guest houses 
for visiting national missionaries, 
Brian might be found on the phone 
talking to a new contact interested 
in using lessons, or training a volun-
teer to work with the lessons in the 
on-site discipleship school. 

“The best part of my day,” Brian says, 
“is to ring the bell when there is a 
salvation through the lessons in the 
Madison Discipleship School. I am so 
encouraged to tell the whole building 
about what God has done.”

Both the Trapps and Thompsons 
are currently over 30% below their 
projected level of needed support. 
Brian Thompson says, “Being low 
on support is difficult because your 
focus can so easily be on the lack of 
funds rather than your work.” 

Would you consider joining in the 
Trapps’ or Thompsons’ years of 
faithful service with a one-time gift  
or monthly support?

Projects

OFFICE EQUIPMENT NEEDED 

LOCATION: GHANA 

Two desktop computers and a printer 
are needed for the SLM office in 
Accra, Ghana. The computers and 
printer will make the office work more 
efficient. The old computers can be 
used for grading and keeping up with 
the student records. 

Project Total: $2,500 

LAPTOP 

LOCATION: TOGO 

The old laptop of our Director, Sika 
Yawo, is beyond repair. This new 
laptop will allow him to work from 
home without the added expense of 
going to an Internet café. 

Project Total: $1,300

VEHICLE – TWO MOTORBIKES 

LOCATION: INDIA – North Zone

$1,000 still needed for the two 
motorbikes. 

The motorbikes will be used to visit 
the many Associate Discipleship 
Schools and for ministry activities. 
A portion has come in for the 
motorbikes already and $1,000 is 
still needed.

Total for Project: $2,200 

BUILDING PROJECT 

LOCATION: UGANDA 

This project is to purchase land to 
build a Source of Light office. For 
over 10 years the SLM team has 
been renting a building to run the 
office. By building their own office, it 
will save money that they have had 
to pay on rent to be able to help with 
workers’ needs. The new building 
will help to establish the ministry 
in the community with a permanent 
address.

Project Total: $20,000 

The Thompson Family

Brian & Gwenda Trapp
To give to a project visit us Online at: sourcelight.org/projects
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SPOTLIGHT

Ronnie Barnes, 
Dan Winder

to health reasons, in Seward and 
Palmer. 

In 1966, Don adapted The Mailbox 
Club lessons to be used with the 
native Indian, Eskimo, and Aleut 
peoples. They were a great help in 
reaching them for Christ. In 2002, 
Don and Rose became Associate 
Missionaries with Source of Light. 
The Lord took Don home in 2007 and 
Rose continued serving until 2013.

Rose is survived by her sister, Carolyn 
and Don Darrow, and children, 
Vivian and Harlan Willis, Ralph and 
Patty Nabinger, Raymon and Valerie 
Nabinger, and Laura Nabinger, 
along with many grandchildren, 
great-grandchildren, and great-
great-grandchildren, who, along with 
myriads of friends, will all miss her 
nurturing ways.

Rose Dix Nabinger

In Memory: Rose Dix Nabinger

Rose Nabinger, sister of the late 
General Director of Source of Light, 
Glenn Dix, served as a missionary 
along with her husband, Don, in the 
interior of Alaska for many years. 
Raising their family in remote bush 
country with harsh weather conditions 
was no easy task, but her faith and 
trust in her Savior sustained her. 
Someone said, “Rose was one of the 
sweetest ladies I ever met.”

After coming to know the Lord, Rose 
began serving Him during her high 
school years in the music ministry of 
Little White Church in Conklin, New 
York. She and Don both attended 
Fort Wayne Bible College and it was 
there that the Lord prompted them to 
go to Alaska with Arctic Missions. In 
1954, they arrived and began serving 
in the Yukon River villages among the 
Athabascan Indians, then later, due 

October 6, 1931 – November 10, 2018

Dan Winder in printing and shipping 
and Ronnie Barnes in multimedia and 
Global Outreach both have previous 
experience with Source of Light. 
Dan served with his parents before 
joining the mission full-time. He 
now helps out printing in the digital 
room, sending packages all around 
the world, pulling orders, catching 
lessons off the web press, putting 
books together on the collator, 
trimming lessons on the cutter, or 
assisting other departments. He 
enjoys meeting foreign missionaries. 
“It is a real joy to…see how my 
tasks at the mission have helped 
these people so that they are able to 
minister to the people in their corner 
of the world.”

Ronnie Barnes interned every summer 
throughout his college years. He now 
serves at Source of Light because 
he feels “my talents are exactly what 
Source of Light needs, especially 
during this season of expansion.” 
Ronnie adapts the website and is 
the go-to man when technology goes 
awry, but his favorite ministry is 

working with online courses. “They 
can be used an unlimited amount of 
times. They have so much potential. 
Almost everyone in the world has 
the ability to get connected to the 
Internet. Every time I travel, I get 
Facebook friend invitations from 
people I met in villages that didn’t 
even have electricity, so they’re 
connecting somehow!”

Both Dan and Ronnie serve full-time 
due to SLM’s needs, but neither has 
reached even 50% support. Dan 
shares, “When a missionary is low 
on support, it prohibits them from 
being able to spend as much time 
serving as their heart is calling them 
to, and in some cases, it disables 
them from serving at all since their 
time becomes consumed by another 
way to make ends meet.”

Please pray for Ronnie and Dan and 
their wives and consider regular 
support for their ministries.

Dan & Leah Winder

Ronnie & Bayleigh Barnes
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Praise
u Brian Thompson, SLM Madison 

Discipleship School Director, is thankful 
for the help of many volunteers who come 
and go, enabling us to get the lessons 
processed and sent out to students in a 
timely manner. We are so grateful for the 
many students who accepted Christ in 
2018.

u Claudy Jean Baptiste, SLM Haiti 
Director, is excited about the progress 
on the construction of the SLM office 
building in Haiti that the Lord has made  
possible.

u Vedette Nlandu, SLM Director D.R. 
Congo, is thankful for God’s provision 
of funds to renovate the SLM building, 
dividing it into two apartments that 
will be rented to provide funding for 
the ministry. Another praise is for the 
financial resources that were donated 
for the staff children’s educational needs  
this year. 

u Hemanth Peter, SLM Director India 
South Zone, is grateful for the number of 
contacts they are receiving from people 
signing up for Bible lessons through the 
Tabernacle Project.

u Karunakar Jena, SLM Director India 
North East Zone, is grateful for 22 years of 
SLM service in Kolkata.

u Purwoko Arsito, SLM Director 
Indonesia, is thankful that they can preach 
and teach the Gospel to village churches 
through radio broadcasts and ministry to 
the blind. 

u Dr. Abraham Vallega, SLM PhilSOL 
Director, reports that 20 people were 
saved at a church anniversary celebration. 
They had a successful trip to Thailand 
and Vietnam to introduce the SLM Bible 
courses.

u Takuji Yamazaki, SLM Director Japan, 
is thankful for the prison ministry taking 
place at four different locations using the 
Bible lessons.

u Daniel Sappor, SLM Director Ghana, 
is grateful that all the funds have 
been received to complete the SLM 
Ghana national office roof renovation, 
electrical needs, and work on the ceiling.  
The shipment of lessons for West Africa 
and other supplies from the United 
States reached the port in Ghana and 
have been transported to their purposed  
destination. The Lord’s timely provision 
of a mini-van was received for the current 
school year.

u Sika Yawo, SLM Director Togo, is 
thankful for the motorbike God provided 
for the ministry in Togo and for the 
encouragement God gives even in turbulent 
times.

u James Byakika, SLM Director Uganda, 
is grateful for the contacts made during 
his trip to the United States, for the hos-
pitality provided, and for the additional  
monthly support generated. Faithful do-
nors enable them to serve the people of 
Uganda.

u By the end of 2018, God had provid-
ed enough resources for SLM regional 
conferences to be held in North America, 
South America, Asia, Africa, and Europe. 
Each conference was to train, encour-
age, and refresh each of our SLM regions 
with new ideas, new tools, much needed 
rest, and lots of encouragement. Each of 
our SLM missionaries returned to their 
frontlines of ministry with an arsenal of 
new tools, a better understanding of SLM 
procedures and their purpose, as well 
as reconnecting with their co-laborers  
and the home office leadership.

Prayer
u Claudy Jean Baptiste, SLM Director 

Haiti, asks prayer that God will give his 
co-workers and Associate School Directors 
protection, encouragement, wisdom, and 
provide their needs as they distribute and 
grade lessons.
u Daniel Sappor, SLM Director Ghana, 

is asking God for additional support for 
the ministry from local people as well as 
abroad. A reliable pickup to transport sup-
plies to the fields is urgently needed. 
u Isaiah Bernasko, SLM National  

Director Ivory Coast, needs $2,000 to put 
a roof on the church at Abbeykro.
u Nelson Cyrus, SLM Liberia Director, 

would like $13,801 to build their own 
school building to avoid paying rent.
u Sika Yawo, SLM Director Togo, is in 

need of monthly support and funds for his 
children’s school fees, and urgently needs 
a car to transport materials, serve the  
Associate Discipleship Schools, and reach 
fields for evangelism. Pray God will provide 
good pastors for the churches being estab-
lished. 
u Dodla Wilson, SLM India Central Zone 

Director, needs funds to print six different 
courses in Telugu. Two motorcycles are 
needed for the tribal pastors at a cost of 
$1,600.
u Sanjeeb Sahu, SLM India North Zone 

Director, is in need of two motorcycles for 
field evangelists, costing a total of $2,200. 
He needs additional general ministry funds 
and funds to translate and print children’s 
Bible courses. Pray that two house fellow-
ships established in Nuruvadngu Village in 
Uttarakhand will continue and thrive. 
u Pablo Correa, SLM National Director 

Peru, needs additional income for the Dis-
cipleship Training Branch and also for his 
and Dalila’s personal support.
u Manuel Lopez, SLM National Director 

Mexico, needs to repair or replace the spe-
cial needs school van. Remaining details 
on the second floor of their building need 
to be completed. 

u Leon Scott, SLM Kansas Director, and 
his wife, Susan, have many family medi-
cal needs. Pray for healing, wisdom, and 
strength for caregivers.
u Source of Light Headquarters Account-

ing Department, as well as several other 
departments, are in need of additional 
staff in Madison, Georgia.
u James Byakika, SLM Uganda Director, 

is asking God for $16,560 to purchase 
land on which to build a Source of 
Light office and avoid frequent moves 
because of increased rent. Pray God will  
provide $6,070 for micro-enterprise start-
up costs to help the ministry become  
self-sustaining.
u Karunakar Jena, SLM Northeast India 

Director, is asking God to guide and pro-
vide concerning working with a challeng-
ing, difficult people group. More children’s 
clubs and youth fellowship groups need to 
be established. Pray for protection for all 
of their workers. Funds are needed to print 
two courses.
u Dr. Abraham Vallega, SLM PhilSOL 

Director, needs $60,000 for the building 
project on their recently acquired proper-
ty. Pray for protection and good health for 
each of their missionaries.
u Samar Pradhan, SLM India Orissa  

Director, is praying that the students in the 
tailoring schools will understand and be 
receptive to the Gospel. He wants to open 
two more tailoring schools in Keonihar and 
in Bhagatpur.
u Florence Lim, SLM Director in Singa-

pore, asks for wisdom in training those 
who will be using the SLM Bible lessons 
in a new opportunity in a public school in 
the Philippines. 
u Cristian Oprea, SLM Director in 

Romania, needs a Bible lesson grader for 
the ministry in Brasov. Fishers of Men has 
been translated and funds are needed 
to print it, as well as additional monthly 
support. A longtime desire is to open a 
Rehabilitation Center for released inmates. 
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Dear Friend,

Let’s remember His words … 

Lay not up for yourselves treasure 
on earth … but lay up for yourselves 
treasure in heaven … for where your 
treasure is, there will your heart be 
also. (Paraphrase Matthew 6:19–21)

… for in heaven we will be glad we 
did.

Yours for the harvest,

Dr. Ronald J. Barnes, Jr.
General Director

Give online at:
sourcelight.org/donate

By Phone:
706.342.0397

Each gift will be used as preferenced 
with the understanding that when any 
need is met, the remaining gifts will 
be used where most needed. Gifts are 
acknowledged and receipted with an 
official receipt for income tax purposes.

We are grateful to you for being  
a part of the ministry of Source  
of Light through your prayers  

and financial support.

PARTNERSHIP

Unity 
Teamwork 
Community

Weighing up to 1,200 pounds, an $800 roll of paper yields 18,000 to 20,000 
Bible lessons. A $50 box of digital quality paper can produce about 1,250 Bible 
lessons. Source of Light material is used in Christian and secular schools, 
church planting, Bible studies, and even prisons around the world. Translations 
include languages such as French, Spanish, Tagalog, Hindi, and Japanese 
among several others available in Madison and abroad.

One of SLM’s goals is to enable our international missionaries to produce the 
lessons on their own soil. However, many cannot because of the high cost of 
paper. Your generous gift will reach people in the United States and overseas.

Consider a donation with the ultimate return on investment … 

… an investment which yields eternal results !

Become a Paper Partner today, go to

sourcelight.org/donate

THE PRINTED WORD . . . 
STILL CHANGING LIVES,

CONSIDER BECOMING
A PAPER PARTNER!

In Memorial

Gifts in Memory of … 
Keith and Dorothy Van Der Linden by

Sylvia Pollard
Gene Smith by

Mr. and Mrs. Donald Minnich
Glenn and Joyce Dix by

Kenneth Shriver
Zachary Jarrell by

W. Morrison, Jr.
Zachary Ashtee Jarrell by

W. Morrison, Jr.
Herb Pollard by

Sylvia Pollard, Ron and Judy Renshaw
Carole Joy Hardy

Earl and Adele Newell by
Andy Sixsmith

Annette Eaton by
Raymond Walker, Marinell Thumann
Mr. and Mrs. James Williams,
David Stewart, Elizabeth Thurmond

Lois Thompson by
Remington High School Class of ‘76

Dr. Luz Nacionales by
Capt. and Mrs. Troy Hamm

Vi Forrester by
James and Marlene Sheldrake

Jack Stiles by
Albert Scardino

Bob Gullifer by
Sylvia Pollard

Myron Mattocks by
Marlin Taylor

Rose Nabinger by
Raymond Walker, Eula Keener

Coralie Vangeison by
Eula Keener

Cathy King by
Eula Keener

Peggy Walker by
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Kimpel

Mary Ann Gorton by
Mr. Clair Gorton

Louis Harold Crank by
Mrs. Frances Crank

Jack Stiles and Dottie Stiles by
Carole Pearson

Ray Walker by
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Kimpel

Gifts in Honor of … 
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