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I had already been through a couple
unexpected interruptions, I heard
a very faint knock on the door. My
hearing isn’t so great, so my thought
was to use that as an excuse, and
eventually one of my secretaries
would return from wherever they were,
then I could resume my work and the
interrupter would be intercepted by
my security detail/secretaries.

Behold I
Stand at
the Door

But the knock got louder, and longer,
and eventually I couldn’t ignore it
any longer. As I opened the door, I
recognized a young lady from the
volunteer group. She asked if she
might have a moment of my time.
I had done devotions for the team
earlier that day and she commented
that I seemed different than a lot of
pastors she knows, less judgmental,
and so she was wondering if we
could talk.

A letter from the Editor.

more of who could answer questions
and worked with our receptionist
and my secretaries on who should
get through by phone, or to meet on
the spot in emergencies, particularly
when I am busy.

As you are aware of by now, my
ministry here at Source of Light has
me traveling quite a bit. In fact, as of
today, I am at 100,000 miles so far
for the year! But I also have a desk,
which piles up with things while I am
gone and so I must really discipline
myself and use my time wisely when
I am in the office.

They do a fabulous job at this and
the interruptions have significantly
been reduced. Meetings still happen,
but they are scheduled in advance
unless it’s an emergency.

Not too long into the job I realized
I needed help, with interference for
calls, stop-ins, and quick questions.
These interruptions were just eating
away at my day, so I began to delegate

So it came as a surprise when,
after a particularly busy week, after
4

We sat in my office for over an hour
and I just listened to what was on her
mind, what was troubling her, and how
she felt a little out of place with the
team. She was on the trip because
her grandmother asked her to come
since she was on college break, but
she really didn’t know anybody. When
they would share things about each
other, she felt everybody judged her.
She talked about her views on current
social issues, God, and her live-in
boyfriend, and almost always felt like
she was not among a group of people
that was like her. She wondered how
she could not feel the same way
that they do…  at all. Like they don’t
agree on anything.

But she also shared of her own
personal struggles and who she is,
why she believes the way she does,
why she questioned everything about
life and how to live it.
It didn’t take too long listening to her
story to realize what the real issue
was in her life. I asked her about
her personal relationship with Jesus
Christ. Her reply was simple, she was
pretty sure she didn’t have one.

Our busyness,
selfishness,
preoccupations,
even while doing the
ministry can very
well prevent God
from accomplishing
all He wants to do in
and with our lives.

We spent the next hour talking
through the Word about God’s plan
of salvation. Towards the end of that
meeting, she confessed her sin and
asked Christ to be her Savior, likely
that day, because I answered “the
knock at the door.”
I’m ashamed to think of the many
times in my life I have heard “the
knock on the door” and ignored
it. How many opportunities have
I passed up to “sup with Him,”
because I have been preoccupied or
even lazy?

   sourcelight.org   /slmin.us   @slmin
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THIS EDITION OF THE
REAPER IS DEDICATED
TO OPEN DOORS

New Open Doors
Mean Greater Need
for Paper Partners

for the future ministry of Source of
Light in new countries, and closed
doors God used to open new doors,
when we look for God’s leading… and
listen for His knocking.

This passage from Revelation 20
is in the context of the lukewarm
Laodicean church, lost in their selfdeception, risking being spat out of
God’s mouth. I can think of no worse
imagery, or any worse punishment,
than to be spit out by Him because of
neglecting the “knocks” at my door
to Him and to His direction, leading,
and will for my life.

Behold, I stand at the
door, and knock.
Revelation 3:20 KJV

Our busyness, selfishness, and
preoccupations, even while doing the
ministry can very well prevent God
from accomplishing all He wants to
do in and with our lives.

After years of serving as a
church planting missionary,
Dr. Ronald J. Barnes Jr. now
serves as the CEO for SLM..
Follow me

At Source of Light, I pray we are
consistently sensitive to the “knocks
on the door” that God regularly gives.
That we are listening intently, eagerly
waiting for the chance to “sup” with
Him for our own spiritual growth,
and for “divine interruptions” that
could be open doors leading to new
opportunities to share the Gospel
and “make disciples” along the way.

@RonBarnesJr

In this version of the Reaper, you
will read of many new opportunities
for ministry in new countries and
languages. With the broadening of
the SLM ministry will come even
greater demand for our evangelistic
and discipleship materials.
We have worked extremely hard to
streamline our shipping methods
and are using more cost-effective
methods, which has resulted in
significantly more material being sent
already this year than last. But with
the addition of new opportunities
within our current ministries, when
we add these new ones, we need
to increase our production both in
Madison and around the world.

Would you begin
praying with us
for the additional
$100,000 we
are praying for
through our Paper
Partners Project?
In Madison, $800 buys a roll of
paper and with that we can distribute
over 20,000 lessons. That $800 can
be an achievable goal for a church,
Sunday school class, a small group,
and occasionally individuals. It
represents a “roll,” but is used for
the total cost of printing in Madison
and other areas of the world where
we are either printing on location or
outsourcing on the field.
We trust God to provide and He never
lets us down. We will print exactly
what He provides the funds for, so
we ask you to pray that God would
touch the hearts of people to partner
with us.

You may give Online at: Or through Mail at:
www.sourcelight.org
Click on “Give.” From there
choose “Paper Partners” on
the drop-down menu.

This edition of the Reaper is
dedicated to “Open Doors.” Open
doors in lives changed, open doors

Source of Light International
1011 Mission Road
Madison, GA 30650
USA

Or call: 706.342.0397 and specify your gift to Paper Partners.
6
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The Door Was
Ajar… in Colombia

After years of serving as a
church planting missionary,
Dr. Ronald J. Barnes Jr. now
serves as the CEO for SLM..
Follow me

@RonBarnesJr

Another few years went by, and by then
I was discovering that the vast majority
of people who requested to join
SLM found us on social media or an
Internet search and really knew nothing
about us. I began to send a standard
response outlining that Source of
Light didn’t pay anyone. All of our
missionaries raised their own support.
This generally would end the dialogue
and so it was rare when, after sending
that standard email response to the
brother in Colombia, he responded,
“Fine. Money isn’t our motivation.”

Shortly after my arrival in Madison,
I received an email, asking for the
opportunity to partner with Source of
Light International, from a missionary
in Colombia. In fact, it was in a file of
many requests I kept to be reviewed at
a later date. Little did I know, in those
early days, that I would receive such
a request almost daily. So that email
sat tucked away in the filing cabinet on
my email software as did hundreds of
others for quite some time.
A year later, I received a similar email
with the same request, from the
same person in Colombia. It was in
Spanish. Even though I have learned
seven languages in my ministry, sadly,
Spanish isn’t one of them. So, through
the help of a translator, I responded
that Source of Light was in a season of
focusing attention on the missionaries
we currently had, and we wanted to
strengthen our caring for them before
we took on new Branches.

We simply want to come
under the umbrella
of Source of Light
International since
we heavily use the
materials and actually
print them here in
Colombia.
Wow! That was a unique response! So
our Regional Director for South America,

8

Pablo Correa, and I began to dialogue
about a visit to his ministry. He had
already seen and agreed with our
doctrinal statement and our policies,
but we still needed to investigate on
the ground.
In April of this year, Pablo and I, along
with a new board member, Darwin
Blandon, who is from Honduras and pastors a Hispanic church in Chattanooga,
Tennessee, made the trip to Bogota,
Colombia. Really unsure of what we
would see, we just asked the Lord to
make very clear whether this ministry
was a fit for Source of Light.
We arrived late Saturday night, so our
first interaction was in the morning service of the church that Gilberto Vanegas
pastors. As we made our way into the
facility in which the church meets,
we were greeted by friendly, smiling
faces. Even though the downtown location — second floor over a bank — was
new to us, there were some very familiar

surroundings. As we entered the door,
we immediately were drawn to the neatly
displayed SLM literature behind a very
organized glass display case. It was
clearly identified and easy to recognize
by the new, but personalized SLM logo
that proudly read “SLM Colombia.”
After an authentic Colombian coffee, we
made our way to the church auditorium
where we sang and I had the privilege to
share the Word. After church, we headed
to a local community sports field where
the church hosts an outreach to the
community, using soccer. I was delighted
to see how his whole family participated
in the church ministry but over the next
couple of days became even more
thrilled to realize how involved they were
with the SLM resources.
Over those few days, my goal was to
just observe and see if these were
“our type” of people and if they were
really interested in our specific niche
of ministry. As we did the tour and

   sourcelight.org   /slmin.us   @slmin
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observed their system of printing,
distribution, and involvement of other
ministries and churches, with a true
outreach and focus on discipleship,
we began to share our vision and
strategies. It became extremely clear to
each of us, this was a ministry that has
been doing the work of SLM for over a
decade, just with no formal relationship.
As they shared, not only was I thinking
how close we were in philosophy and
practice, I marveled that they have a few
things they are doing that our Branches
should consider.
Their ministry is heavily involved in
churches, having a current partnership
with 90 churches, schools, prisons,
and addiction rehabilitation facilities.
They have effectively been using the
SLM curriculum for many years and
have been extremely effective in their
discipleship ministries. When it came
to our last moments together, there was
no hesitation in any of our minds that
they were a fit, and then and there we
decided to officially invite them to come
serve with Source of Light International.

They have
effectively been
using the SLM
curriculum for
many years
and have been
extremely
effective in their
discipleship
ministries.

Would you pray for them and for a smooth
transition to Source of Light? They are
looking to expand and are seeking
God’s provision in providing additional
support for new missionaries to meet
the increasing workload. Would you pray
for the finances for travel to Madison to
receive training and for quick acquisition
of the SLM procedures?
We praise God that even though there
was a knock at the door… the door was
already ajar!
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VENEZUELA
Venezuela, a beautiful country in
South America with friendly people,
is suffering the greatest migration in
its history. Hundreds of thousands of
Venezuelans have fled the country in
the last two years, due to the political
and economic situation. They flee to
survive, but God took them out of
their land to show He is God and
invite them to trust and to depend on
Him, so they can be used to bring the
message of salvation to all nations.
Oscar Luy, 28-years-old and of
Venezuelan nationality, arrived in
Peru in January 2018, hoping to find
a better future for his family. He and
his wife, Oryani, have a three-year-old
daughter, Charlotte. Oscar works as
a barber, though he has a bachelor’s
degree in science. Oryani is an
administrative assistant.
While still in Venezuela, they attended
a small church for the first time

in December 2016, and they both
received Jesus Christ as personal
Savior that day. Their passion to
share the Gospel with others was so
intense, they opened their home to
start a ¨Bible Cell,¨ but they did not
have much knowledge of the Word of
God. They prayed for God to show His
will to them.
The situation in the country worsened, so they got help from a relative for Oscar to leave Venezuela.
Months later, he was able to send
for his wife and daughter to come to
Peru by plane. They attend a Baptist
church and both have enrolled in
the Bible academy, and are studying
SLM lessons.
¨Our churches in Venezuela need
these lessons to learn more about
the Word of God,¨ said Oryani. She
also has family in the Dominican
Republic and would like them to
receive SLM lessons. Oscar says,
¨I understand now that God brought
us to Peru to teach us to trust and
wait on Him, to be trained in His Word
so that we can return to Venezuela,
prepared to share the message of
salvation in Jesus Christ.”

Oscar and Oryani Luy with their daughter,
Charlotte, want to help other people in
Venezuela grow in the Lord.

SLM South America Regional Director, Pablo
Correa prays with Oscar and Oryani that
Venezuelans will grow in the Lord.

(Photo by Dalila Correa)

(Photo by Dalila Correa)

11

a medical laboratory and everything
went well until the situation changed
in Venezuela.
A cousin, who lived in the USA,
supported her in prayer to consider
leaving the country in search of
better opportunities, since things
went from bad to worse in Venezuela.
This happened on August 17, 2017.
Nelcy contacted a Venezuelan in
Peru, who encouraged her to travel.
God worked extraordinarily and
in ten days she had the money to
travel to Peru, where she arrived on
August 27.

Nelcy gets SLM materials
for herself, and to disciple
other Venezuelan women.

Nelcy immediately got a job at a
grocery store, and on the fifth day
working had to sell a few bottles of
beer. When she got back to her place,
she wept before God, saying: “Lord,
you did not bring me to Peru to sell
beer. Please guide me. What should
I do?” Two days later, she visited a
Baptist church where she was told to
consult with an American missionary
who runs a Christian organization
and might be able to give her a job.

(Photo by Dalila Correa)

Nelcy
Arenas

On September 17, Nelcy began
working at a Christian organization,
as a caretaker of the missionary’s
wife who suffered from Alzheimer’s.
This organization is a neighbor to our
office of Fuente de Luz Peru. Nelcy
was able to bring her whole family
to Peru. She has completed two
series of SLM lessons, and is studying the doctrinal series. She has
already begun discipling two young
Venezuelan ladies.

Nelcy Arenas, 39 years old, was
raised in a Christian family and
received Jesus as her Savior as a
child. But as she grew up, she went
away from God. At the age of 22,
and raising her three children alone,
she returned to the ways of the Lord.
She began to attend church to raise
her children in the Word of God.
Nelcy worked as a technologist at
12

Jesus Roa Pastor in Venezuela
Recently, we received a letter from
Jesús Roa, Pastor of the House of
Prayer Church in Venezuela.
“For a long time I have been praying for Source of Light materials,
because thanks to them I was
trained and discipled at the beginning of my Christian life. That marked
my life in a very special way, first
because they are courses grounded
in the Word and second, are dynamic
and practical. I received them from
a missionary but have long ago lost
contact with him. By the grace of
God, I serve as a pastor at this time
and really consider fundamental and
necessary that something so good
and uplifting as Source of Light lessons can continue being distributed
in Venezuela. For now, we face many
difficulties as a country, but the work
for the Lord continues, and we would
like to be able to count on Source of
Light courses to work on the internal
growth of the church, and at the
same time on the evangelistic area
on the streets.”
The mysteries of God are so amazing
and unusual that we can only, in awe,
give him all the glory and praise. God,
in His love, does not want anyone
to perish but everyone to come to
repentance.
In Peru, there are more than 750,000
Venezuelans and it is estimated that

by the end of 2019, there will be
more than 1 million.
Many, of those who live in Peru, attend
Christian churches and maintain
contact with their families back in
Venezuela. They are being used by
God to share God’s call to repentance
and salvation in Jesus Christ.

Pastor Jesús Roa wants to use Source of Light
materials in his Venezuelan church.
(Photo by Jesús Roa)

Pray for the relationship with Pastor
Jesús Roa. We are asking God to
lead us if he might be a key individual
to begin a Branch in Venezuela.

Dalila Correa has ministered
with her husband, Pablo, in
Peru for nearly 40 years.
Though now living in Colorado,
they travel frequently to Peru,
especially now as the ministry
in Lima is in a process of
reorganization.
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Pastor Iria is a second-generation
Christian. His father was born into
a Muslim home. Iria’s father heard
the Gospel and surrendered his life
to Christ as a teenager. He faced
persecution from family members, but
he persistently followed Christ and
became a pastor. Iria was born into this
Christian home, however, he did not
accept Christ and gain full assurance
of his salvation until he was 34 years
old. After accepting Christ, he desired
to see souls come to Christ and
eventually surrendered to full-time
ministry. He attended a Bible institute
and is currently serving as pastor
at New Covenant Baptist Church.

Going Through
the Open Doors
in Burkina Faso

His church is in a hostile
area of Burkino Faso
where churches and
Christians are becoming
the targets of radical
opposition groups.

About four years ago, Togo SLM
Branch Director, Sika Yawo, met
Pastor Iria Charels, from Burkina
Faso, at a pastors’ conference in
Togo. Sika introduced Iria to the SLM
courses and he began studying them.
This created a thirst to use the SLM
courses in his own ministry. Sika
provided him with a small quantity of
lessons, but he desires to use them
to a greater degree in Burkina Faso.

Having exhausted Sika’s abilities to
meet his needs with literature, Pastor
Iria desires to establish his own SLM
Branch ministry in Burkino Faso. This
will be SLM’s first Branch in this country. He longs to use the Bible lessons
to strengthen local churches and
minister to schools, military camps,
and men’s groups, but needs to raise
about $150 a month to do so.

Burkina Faso’s national language is
French; however, it is a multilingual
country with over 69 languages.
It is a land-locked country sharing
borders with six countries: Mali, Niger,
Benin, Togo, Ghana, and the Ivory
Coast. The Bukinabé people number
over 19 million. Only four percent of
the population are protestants; the
predominant religion is Muslim.

Benin, A Door Ready to be Opened
Pastor Tomety Yao is of dual nationality;
he is Beninese and Togolese. He grew
up in the village of Agbodrafo in the
south of Togo bordering Benin. His
family gloried in idol worship. He
remembers accompanying his father
to annual ritual ceremonies where
they would sacrifice animals to idols.
When he married his wife, Abigael,
she was of the same background.
After his father’s death, an evangelistic campaign was organized by
a church in his village. Tomety and
Abigael approached the service. Fear
gripped their hearts as they heard
how hell was awaiting those who were
idol worshipers; they asked how they
could avoid this hell. The Gospel was
shared with them and, immediately,
they gave their lives to Jesus Christ
as Savior and Lord.
Tomety continued to serve in this
church and was actively engaged in
evangelism. He met Sika Yawo, Togo
SLM Branch Director, who introduced
him to the SLM Bible lessons. As he
studied the lessons, he questioned
the doctrinal beliefs of his church. He

left that church but continued to serve
Christ with zeal, evangelizing villages
in Benin and Togo. Pastor Sika helped
him attend the Bible Institute in Lomé.
Working with Pastor Sika, Tomety
began serving in prison, hospital, and
church planting ministries. “My wife
and I helped Pastor Sika to establish
the Joseph Project Orphanage and
Bethania Baptist Church,” Tomety
shares. “We are excited about serving
with Source of Light in Benin. We
understand the task will not be easy,
but we know that God is in control.”
Please pray as Source of Light seizes
this opportunity to reach Benin
(considered the birthplace of the
Voodoo religion and the only country
where Voodoo is an official religion)
with the Gospel. Pray also for Tomety
and Abigael as they establish the
first Source of Light Branch in Benin
and that SLM can raise $200 for
their support.
Former missionary to the
Democratic Republic of
Congo, Gwenda L. Trapp
serves as the Administrative
Assistant for the Africa
Region at Source of Light
Ministries Headquarters in
Madison, GA.

UPPER LEFT: Pastor Iria Charles and his wife
Kabore Zarata.
LEFT: Pastor Tomety and his wife Julienne
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A Country Called Heaven
God has not stopped seeking the
lost little lamb (Luke 15:4–7). He still
wants His servants to fetch the blind
and the lame so they may be in His
house (Luke 14:16–24). A Country
Called Heaven is an eighteen-lesson
course designed to clearly and
effectively present the Gospel to
someone who is lost. It begins with
three ways God has revealed Himself
to mankind and ends with a whole
lesson on “How to Enjoy God.” Each
one of the nine booklets covers
practical applications to the Gospel
message and urges the reader to
respond to Christ’s call to them.
Christ says, “Behold, I stand at the
door, and knock” (Revelation 3:20).

Source of Light International in Madison, Georgia operates and
ministers to each of its missionaries without any administrative
fees charged. We rely solely on gifts and regular donations
in the same way as any of our missionaries, purely by faith.
In order to continue to operate this way, we are asking God, by
faith, to raise up new individuals, churches, and foundations
to support the work of the home office through the Global
Outreach Fund.

Would you prayerfully consider partnering with
SLM through the Global Outreach Fund?

Many Christians are not
confident enough to tell
someone else how to be
saved. Others want to
reach people, but their
ability to reach them is
too short to help those
who may not live in their
city or town.
You may be wondering, “How can I
help people hear Christ’s call? How
can I help my friends, relatives,
coworkers, and neighbors find a
relationship with Jesus Christ?”
Consider using A Country Called
Heaven. We can show you how to use
a systematic technique to distribute,

disciple, and connect with people
who need the Lord. You can give
them a clear presentation of what
the Bible teaches concerning:

Who is Jesus Christ?
How do I get to heaven?
What is God like?
How can I find the way
of victory?
How do I use the Bible?
What is coming?
How can I know I am
saved?
What happens to me
when I get saved?
Each booklet also has a short
item from the Old Testament that
shows how Christ was God’s plan
all along. Booklets use the furniture
from the Tabernacle or the Ten
Commandments to reinforce the
plan of salvation that is in the New
Testament. Contact Source of Light
for more information.

After years of youth ministry
and church planting, Brian
Thompson now serves as
Regional Director for North
America and Madison
Discipleship School.
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Guerrillas and the Gospel
Tank Monument by Cuixin Arguello

Some of the guerrillas, men of
violence, gave their lives to Christ.
After the war was over, several came
to give testimony of how God had
changed their lives during that time!

I was ten years old when the civil
war, and the guerrillas, came to my
hometown. My parents were active
in our church in Condega, Nicaragua,
when the Sandinistas and the dictator,
Somoza, started battling for power.
In the months before the dictator
was overthrown, the Sandinistas
were making a final push to the
capital, Managua, taking the towns
on the Pan-American Highway on the
way to the capital. Condega was an
important town along this route.

My heart rejoices every time I
remember this story. The church in
Condega is the church where I grew
up and where I came to know the
Lord as well.
What seemed like a terrible thing,
having our church overtaken and our
town overthrown, God used for good.
The guerrillas wanted a strategic
location; in our church they found
Heaven. They wanted victory over a
government and instead found the
way to victory over sin and death.

The guerrillas overtook Condega,
and my church. They turned Samaria
Baptist Church into their northern
command center, using the second
floor as a strategic location for their
machine guns from which they could
fire on government targets.

No one is beyond God’s reach.

Since the church was taken by force,
there was no time to remove anything
from the building. There was a lot
of Fuente de Luz (Source of Light)
material that we used for discipleship
in a room at the church. As there was
a lot of time of waiting around, the
guerrilla soldiers began to read the
material.

Darwin Blandon is the
pastor of Iglesia Bautista
de Chattanooga, a Hispanic
church in the city of
Chattanooga, TN. He is
originally from Nicaragua.
He and his wife have three
children, ages 14, 18 and
22. He is also the owner of
Practical Technologies, LLC.
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How to
Uproot Human
Trafficking
Traffickers prey on humans. The vulnerable. The desperate. The hopeful.
They offer whatever their target wants
most: a job, food, safety, love. Like
all predators, they set out to ensnare
by separating their prey from the
group, removing their resources and
security, and then attack.
They sell people. Human trafficking
brings in an astonishing 150 billion
dollars per year. How can that level of
evil be stopped, or even slowed?
Jesus said He came to set the captives
free (Luke 4:18). We Christians, as
“little-Christs,” should want to do the
same. However impossible a number
like 20 – 40 million slaves worldwide
might seem, when held up to the fact
that over 1 BILLION people claim to
be Christian, the number becomes
less daunting. If just one-tenth of the
world’s claimed believers did what it
took to free one victim, slavery would
be eradicated before half of them
could get started!

Brain-surgery survivor
Kimberly Rae Thigpen has
authored over 30 books on
missions, fighting trafficking,
and living joyfully with
chronic illness.
See more at
www.k i mbe r l yr a e .com

The Gospel. The only light powerful
enough to obliterate the darkness of
a trafficker’s soul is the Light of the
World, Jesus Christ.
Peter Tuhuteru in Indonesia was
a trafficker. He sold women into
prostitution. While he was in prison
for “a few years,” he encountered
Christ. Peter repented of his sins and
turned to Jesus for salvation. When he
was released, he did not return to his
old ways. No more trafficking. Peter
has instead become a missionary.
His field: prisons around Indonesia,
like the one where he came to Christ
himself. The man who once enslaved
others now sets them free.
Imagine the impact if traffickers all
over the world were given the Gospel!
Reach trafficking victims, and they will
be freed. Reach traffickers, and all
their future victims are also delivered.
For all, from victims to predators, the
greatest need and highest hope is
Jesus Christ.

However, even if all victims were
rescued, more would come. Supply
and demand is fueled by the traffickers
and buyers. What can stop them?
   sourcelight.org   /slmin.us   @slmin
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SPOTLIGHT

How to Turn
the Taliban

Hugh & LaVon Jarrell

The only power strong enough to
defeat darkness is light.

Living, by Source of Light Ministries.

“S”* stood over the body of the
missionary, his enemy. S was the
one who had called late in the night,
who accused, “you are a preacher of
the Gospel of Christ,” and waited for
the response, “Yes, I am,” that would
seal this man’s fate. The missionary
would be abducted. Blindfolded.
Driven into the mountains. Forced to
endure great pain before he died.

Over the next days and weeks, S read
them.

He studied them.
He was transformed.

Saving
for
Retirement
Service
The couple who came to visit… and haven’t left yet!
Hugh and LaVon Jarrell were
successful in the business world
for many years, starting and running
their own company. When the time
came, they sold their business and
set out in an RV to travel and enjoy
retirement. Along the way, Hugh and

S found out the missionary had
survived. He met with him and
shared that he had been completely
changed by the Gospel. Brother now
to the missionary, rather than the
Taliban, S himself had been beaten,
put on ice for hours, and then he too
was thrown on the side of the road
to die.

S did not work alone. There were
others, with guns, who took off
the missionary’s blindfold and
demanded, “Explain the Gospel of
Christ to us.”
The man had not cowered or
recanted in a plea for mercy. There,
facing torture and death, he spoke
of Christ’s life and death and
resurrection. “Jesus is life,” he said.
“He is salvation, and He will come for
the judgment of the world.”

It did not deter S. “Nothing could part
me from the love of Christ,” he told
the missionary, “not even death.”
Such is the transforming power of
the Gospel.

Love. Grace. He spoke of things that
sounded like weakness. They beat
him, threw him on the side of the
road, and left him to die alone with
his faith.

Brain-surgery survivor
Kimberly Rae Thigpen has
authored over 30 books on
missions, fighting trafficking,
and living joyfully with
chronic illness.
See more at

S took his bag. Inside, he found the
missionary’s Bible, and lessons, New
Life in Christ and Practical Christian

w w w. kim b e rl y rae . c o m

*Name withheld for security.
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LaVon stopped by SLM to volunteer
for two weeks. Hugh’s experience in
inventory control, manufacturing, and
distribution made him the perfect
person to revitalize the Publications
Department. He got it up and running
well again, but there was no qualified
person to take over the role, so Hugh
stayed, and stayed, and is still here!

Hugh in Publications. She says,
“Realizing that every single lesson
that leaves this building has the
potential to change someone’s life
and eternal destiny is why we do
what we do.”
Whenever the Jarrells think of
officially cutting ties and crossing
back into full-time retired status
again, Hugh can’t help but ask,
“Where else would I be as needed in
what I’m qualified to do as here?”
He adds, “Just because a person
or couple retires doesn’t mean that
their usefulness is over. We all look
forward to a time that the demands
of our work are not there. However,
after playing for a while it has been
rewarding to be able to do something
that has a value in God’s kingdom.
In our case, it has been over six
years of volunteer work in various
ministries …   settling at Source of
Light. We live in our motor-home on
the property here.”
Hugh concludes, “You have useful
skills, and in an organization of this
size, there is a place those skills can
be applied. There is a place for you.”

LaVon uses her skills in multiple
avenues at SLM, including helping
   sourcelight.org   /slmin.us   @slmin
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talking about.” At age twenty-seven,
she got on her knees and received
Christ.

SPOTLIGHT
Mary Hines

Mary had decided, “When I retire,
I am going to do something in
missions.” God had plans for her
sooner than retirement. When the
economy dipped, her job was cut. “I
knew that it was the Lord’s timing.”

Trained for Service
“I grew up in a religious family, but we
were not spiritual.”

By faith, Mary joined Source of Light.
“My job skills fit into Source of Light
as if I had been trained for it.” She
worked in several departments, but it
was in shipping, helping put the Word
into hands around the globe, where
the greatest blessing came. No longer
able to lift the 55-pound boxes, she
transferred to the Advanced Studies
Department. Now she still sends the
Word, but without the backache!

Mary Hines says she was a worldly,
spoiled, and unsaved girl, but was
drawn to the Bible and spent time
studying it.

When asked what kind of person
she would want to work with her,
Mary says that even more important
than academic level is “a heart for
missions. You can get committed to
an organization. You can actually get
committed to ministry. But to have a
heart for people… you have to think
of them as individuals.”

Mary Hines

At her first job, a coworker invited
her to church. When Mary’s mother
found out she went to a Baptist
church, she, as Mary puts it, “went
up and came down in about sixteen
different directions!” Mary began
regularly attending Baptist churches,
often under conviction, but not
repenting, baptized — twice — but not
born again.

Looking back through
it all, she is certain of
this: “God has had His
hand on my life, and still
does.”

In 1967, God brought her and
her family to a Gospel-preaching,
missions-minded fellowship where
conviction overcame religion. Mary
knew, “I did not have what they were
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SURGERY COSTS
LOCATION: CHILE

PROJECTS
CAMP DORMITORIES
LOCATION: ARGENTINA
Fuente de Luz Church in Argentina,
where SLM Branch Director Jorge
Ovando is pastor, wants to finish
building the dormitories needed
for the camp facilities. Many of the
church members and others attend
the different camps which offer
opportunities for evangelism. These
dormitories will be used to house all
the campers that attend each year.
Project Total: $27,000
PIG FARM MICRO-ENTERPRISE

Since 1978, Guillermo Salazar, SLM
Director for the Chile Branch, has
suffered from a congenital kidney
disease. Periodically he undergoes
surgery to remove kidney stones.
Guillermo must be frequently monitored, and it is expensive.
Project Total: $135 per month

FOUR AIR CONDITIONERS
LOCATION: INDIA – NORTH ZONE
The weather in New Delhi can become
extremely hot and humid. This can
make it very difficult to assemble
for church and various meetings.
The four air conditioners will make it
more comfortable when large crowds
gather.
Project Total: $1,900

LOCATION: IVORY COAST
SLM Branch Director, Isaiah Bernasko,
simply says, “Just as Paul and his
team worked with their hands to
support themselves and the ministry,
we can, by the grace of God, do the
same thing in our country.” This
project will help provide income
for this ministry which includes
church planting, orphanages, and
evangelistic efforts. This endeavor
can easily be successful if only the
funds were available.

CONSTRUCTION PROJECT

Project Total: $13,370

Project Total: $3,631

LOCATION: HAITI
Claudy Jean Baptiste, Director of the
Haiti Branch, has recently finished
the building project of the new Source
of Light office, as well as a home for
his family. He still needs to complete
building a wall to surround the new
construction. This wall will provide
the needed security for the Source of
Light office and his family home.

   sourcelight.org   /slmin.us   @slmin
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LAPTOP
LOCATION: MYANMAR
This computer will be valuable for
communication with the main office
and the many schools. Also, the
laptop will be used for the translation
and printing of the Source of Light
Bible lessons.

PROJECTS
SCHOOL BUILDING CONSTRUCTION

SPOTLIGHT
Dr. Bill & Ruby Shade

Project Total: $900

LOCATION: LIBERIA
This much needed project will provide
the children with a safe and secure
building to attend school. The school
will provide a good learning environment and help to provide for the
ministry and the Cyrus family. It will
also open many doors of opportunity
to minister to the children and their
parents.

MEDICAL NEEDS
LOCATION: MYANMAR
SLM Branch Director Philip Thang’s
wife required surgery earlier this year.
They need to make this payment as
soon as the funds are available.
Project Total: $733

Project Total: $46,831
TEXTBOOKS FOR
THE SCHOOL OF HOPE

SEAMSTRESS PROJECT

LOCATION: PAKISTAN

LOCATION: TOGO

Our Director of the SLM Branch in
Pakistan needs textbooks for this
school year at the School of Hope.
Since most of these children cannot
afford to attend regular school, they
come to the School of Hope to learn
to read and write. Pray and consider
contributing to the lives of these
students.

This seamstress project will allow
young women to learn a much
needed skill in order to be self-sustaining. The seamstresses who will
be teaching the young women to
sew, need to rent a shop, purchase
the sewing supplies, and buy special
sewing and embroidery machines. As
customers come into the shop, the
ladies will have an opportunity to give
out the Gospel.

Project Total: $2,540

Project Total: $8,000

On June 22, family, friends, colleagues,
and guests from around the world
gathered to celebrate the retirement
of Dr. Bill and Ruby Shade. Tribute
was given for the Shades’ years of
service from the early days all the
way until now. God had used them in
church ministry, radio ministry, camp
ministry, itinerant evangelistic and
teaching ministry around the globe,
as well as administration over many
ministries for over 63 years.
Few have served so faithfully, so long,
and continue to do so well into and
after retirement. But as Dr. Bill made
clear on many occasions before and
again on that day, he will still be
traveling, preaching, and teaching…
as long as God gives him health and
breath!

Source of Light owes a debt of
gratitude to Dr. Bill and Ruby, for not
only leading well for many years, but
also loyally and humbly continuing
to serve under its new leadership.
This afforded Dr. Barnes the ability
to glean from their experience, their
wisdom, their encouragement, and
their unquestionable support!

God bless you, Dr. Bill
and Ruby, as you begin
your next phase of life
and ministry!

To give to a project visit us Online at:

sourcelight.org/projects
24
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INTERNS

IN MEMORIAL
OBITUARY FOR
MR. EUGENE
NELSON BUNT

Brady Dando and
Scott Ventrello

Even in retirement
he continued to
communicate,
represent, and pray for
the needs of the Central
and South American
Source of Light
Ministries.
Scott Ventrello, a senior undergrad
uate biology major at Toccoa Falls
College, is from Madison, Georgia.
As an intern at Source of Light
Ministries, this is his third time participating in our Summer Internship
Program, and he has assisted in
many different departments over the
years. These departments include
Madison Discipleship School, Braille
Ministries, and the Print Shop. Also,
he has helped create Online Bible
study courses. Currently, he is helping create a digital database of all
the most current Bible study courses
in multiple languages that are only
available on paper by scanning hundreds of different lessons.

Brady Dando is 22 years old and
from Abingdon, Virginia. He is a
senior student at Liberty University
currently studying graphic design.
Brady is completing his internship
at Source of Light Ministries working
on various graphic design projects
as well as Illustrations for the Online
Bible courses.
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On June 8, 2019, Eugene Nelson
Bunt, age 90, went to be with our Lord
and Savior following years of faithful
service, well after his “retirement”
from Source of Light International.
Even in retirement he continued to
communicate, represent, and pray for
the needs of the Central and South
American Source of Light Ministries.
After earning a degree in Theology
in 1961 and pastoring churches in
Rhode Island and Georgia, Gene
answered the call to serve in the
mission field where he served in
Brazil from 1967–1986, Georgia
from 1986–1997, and a Source of
Light Branch in New Mexico, Bible
Studies by Mail, from 1997–2005.
From 2005 on, he continued to serve

with Source of Light Ministries as
Regional Director for the Central and
South American Branches.
Gene was preceded in death by his
first wife Grace Sobin Bunt (married
36 years) and second wife Grace
Poelman Arsenault Bunt (married 17
years), a son David Bunt, and his two
brothers, David and Morris.
Gene is survived by his wife of 13
years, Hortense Koth Davis Bunt,
and his five children: Eugene Bunt Jr,
Gail B. Johnson (Dan), Paul Bunt
(Beth), Rachel B. Jones (Wesley), and
adopted daughter Anna C. Bunt. Also
surviving are 17 grandchildren and 9
great-grandchildren.
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PRAYER

PRAISE

u The Togo Branch is asking the Lord
to provide $1,000 for a laptop computer
and $3,175 to replace the engine in their
ministry vehicle. These are both very
urgent needs.

u Christudas Earla asks us to pray for
new believers in his work in India, that
they will be victorious in spiritual warfare
and will grow spiritually.
u A national couple, and the funding to
support them, is needed in the Orissa
District in India to minister to a difficult
people group.

u The Bethania Church in Togo is
renovating their building to provide space
for additional needed Sunday school
classes. They are praying that God will
provide the additional $43,214 needed
for the work.
u A ministry vehicle is needed for
SLM’s Liberia Branch ($4,812 has been
donated thus far). Please pray that God
will provide the additional $9,500 that is
needed.

u Please pray for the Madison
Discipleship School’s ministry to prisoners. The prisons are often revising
their restrictions on the mail; this makes
it challenging to get lessons to our
students. Please pray that God will make
a way for us to be able to serve students
in difficult situations.

u Source of Light National Missionary,
Karunakar Jena, asks us to pray that
opposition by fanatics will cease. Also,
his work in India needs funds to hire
three national evangelists to work with
27 newly established fellowship groups.
They are also praying that God will provide
$10,000 for a ministry vehicle needed
for taking literature and ministry teams
to villages.

u Cristian Oprea needs an additional
staff member for the ministry in Brasov.
They also request prayer as they are
striving to reactivate the SLM Branch in
the Moldova Republic. Please pray that
God will provide more suitable office
space with adequate storage for SLM
Romania. Currently, the office is in one
place and lesson storage in another,
requiring much shuttling.

u Please pray that many people will
be reached for Christ in Kalimantan on
the Island of Borneo through the Bible
courses. This is a new area of ministry
for the SLM ministry in Indonesia.

u Sanjeeb and Anita Sahu will be in the
United States for deputation from August
through October 2019. Please contact
Linda Storms at SLM Headquarters
(706.342.0397) if you would like for
them to share in your church or small
group about the wonderful work God is
doing in India and Nepal and how you can
assist them.

u Monthly support of $100 is needed
in Hemanth Peter’s India ministry to hire
three evangelists to follow-up contacts
made through the Tabernacle Project.
u Source of Light’s missionary candidates, Jonathan and Anna Weidman,
desire to relocate to Madison to serve at
SLM’s Headquarters, but they still need
additional monthly support. Please pray
that God will provide for them.
u A motorcycle (cost of $1,000) is
needed in Sanjeeb Sahu’s ministry in
India for one of their field evangelists.
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u The SLM Branch in Ghana operates a
school ministry. Students who attend are
supported through sponsorships. Please
pray that God will raise up additional
student sponsors of $35 a month per
child. Some previous sponsorships have
been lost and enrollment has dropped
from 300 students to 150 students.

u Manuel and Ruth Lopez in Mexico
shared that the relief work they participated in has resulted in the establishment
of a new church. As far as they know, this is
the very first Christian church in Huilango!
They also thank those who prayed for the
seminar held recently to prevent child
abuse. Sixty-five people attended and
were very attentive. They praise the Lord
for answering prayer concerning their van.
God has sent in some money, and some
pledges have been made that will enable
them to replace the school van soon.
u Source of Light Kenya organized a
student rally in the coastal area of Kenya.
They praise the Lord that more than 30
schools attended. Students from the
schools made choral presentations, and
two different speakers encouraged both
the students and teachers in the Word of
God and in how to walk in their Christian
journey.
u A new tailoring school (that is being
used as an evangelistic outreach) has
been started in the Orissa District of India
in Jaipur. Samar Pradhan is grateful to
the Lord for those who donated finances
for the purchase of the sewing machines
needed for this new school.
u Ministering in the North Zone of India,
Source of Light Missionaries, Sanjeeb and
Anita Sahu, rejoice that 80 lost children
attended their five-day Vacation Bible
School.
u Hemanth Peter from the South Zone
of India was recently on deputation in the
United States. He praises the Lord for the
time of physical and spiritual refreshment
and the fellowship with believers that
he enjoyed.
u God recently provided a new laptop for
Cristian Oprea’s Romania ministry. He is
grateful for this tool that will greatly assist
in translation and design work.

u In the Northeast Zone of India where
Karunakar Jena ministers, they are witnessing growth in the lives of believers
who are using the World Wide Bible
Institute (WWBI) materials.
u Bible studies are being held in government offices in the Philippines. Dr.
Abraham Vallega, SLM National Director,
praises the Lord for the increased attendance that he is seeing in these meetings.
u God recently provided a new laptop for
Cristian Oprea’s Romania ministry. He is
grateful for this tool that will greatly assist
in translation and design work.
u Two new Source of Light schools were
started in Canaan and Carrefour, Haiti,
through the ministry of SLM. Claudy Jean
Baptiste, the Director, also praises the
Lord that the construction of the SLM
office wall is progressing.
u In Peru, SLM Missionary, Dalila Correa,
rejoices over the testimonies they are
receiving from the students, and that new
contacts are requesting Source of Light
Bible lessons.
u God provided the computer that Nelsen
Cyrus has been praying for in Liberia.
u A successful retreat was held for children in Jamaica by Follow the Source (the
Branch led by Source of Light missionaries, Don and Elaine Schiffer). The focus of
the retreat was teaching the children how
to have a personal quiet time.
u SLM’s Ministry in New Mexico — Bible
Studies by Mail, led by Darryl and Joan
Evans — celebrated their 40th Anniversary
on May 3.
u God provided the salary ($200
monthly) for one evangelist to follow-up
contacts made through Hemanth Peter’s
Tabernacle Project. Recently, 56 homes
of contacts were visited, and 32 people
were saved.
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In Memorial
Partnership
Unity
Teamwork
Community

Gifts in Honor of …
Order Department Ladies by
Faith Literature Ministry
Hugh and LaVon Jarrell by
Robert Williams

1,250
Bible lessons
per box of paper

Translations

French
Spanish
Tagalog
Hindi
Japanese
over 120
in all

1 ,200 lbs

Used In

18,000
Christian Schools
to 20,000
Bible lessons Secular Schools
Church Planting
per roll of
Bible Studies
paper

Prison Ministry

Gifts in Memory of …
Eugene Bunt by
Margie Bennett
Eula Keener
Gene Smith by
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Minnich
Dr. Luz Nacionales by
Capt. and Mrs. Troy Hamm
Lee Norman by
James and Marlene Sheldrake

Become a PAPER PARTNER today!
Go to

sourcelight.org/donate

Let’s remember His words …
Lay not up for yourselves treasure
on earth … but lay up for yourselves
treasure in heaven … for where your
treasure is, there will your heart be
also. (Paraphrase Matthew 6:19–21)
… for in heaven we will be glad we
did.
Yours for the harvest,

Dr. Ronald J. Barnes, Jr.
General Director

Shirley Ish by
James and Marlene Sheldrake
Jack Stiles by
Joseph Blackmon
Dorothy Edinger by
Mary R. Faulkner
Mary Ann Gorton by
Clair Gorton

Consider a donation with the ultimate return on investment!
An investment with eternal results!

Dear Friend,

Glenn Dix by
Conklin Center Baptist Church
Rose Nabinger by
Conklin Center Baptist Church
Ruth Sykes by
Virginia Williams
Zachary Ashtee Jarrell by
W. Morrison, Jr.

Give Online at:

sourcelight.org/donate
By Phone:

706.342.0397
Each gift will be used as preferenced
with the understanding that when any
need is met, the remaining gifts will
be used where most needed. Gifts are
acknowledged and receipted with an
official receipt for income tax purposes.

We are grateful to you for being
a part of the ministry of Source
of Light through your prayers
and financial support.

Current Resident or

p. 706.342.0397
f. 706.342.9072
e. slm@sourcelight.org
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