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FEED MY SHEEP

one that I attend every year and
thoroughly enjoy. Outside of the
plenary sessions there are many
breakout sessions, seminars, and
informal get-togethers, and it is there
that I get to know people personally.

Letter from the Editor

As we approach Thanksgiving and
Christmas, we look back at 2019
and have a lot to be thankful for
here at Source of Light Ministries
International (SLM). It has been
a good year. We have faced some
challenges for sure, but we have
been blessed to be on the front row
watching God work through each one.
Our faith continues to grow while
watching Him work and being the
recipient of blessing upon blessing.

at work and how He has blessed our
ministries. We are thankful He allows
us to be a part of His plan, and look
with excitement at the doors He
continues to open.

This year we saw some beloved
veterans of SLM pass away and
some retire, but we also have seen
God add to our numbers with new
volunteers and missionaries, as well
as a new branch in Colombia. We
continue to be amazed at how God is

Recently I attended a conference
for pastors and church members,

As you can probably imagine, I
am drawn to the foreigners at the
conference and always try to engage
them and see if we, as a ministry, can
be of some help and encouragement
to them in their ministries. I know I
shouldn’t be, but every single time
I am amazed when someone says
they already know about us and use
our materials in some form. This
conference was no different and I was
pleased to reconnect SLM to some
countries that hadn’t had access to
our materials for many years.
It is a scenario played out quite often
I’ve discovered. Early missionaries
bring the courses as a way to
evangelize and disciple, but when
they leave, they don’t make a
connection between SLM and the
national ministries. On this trip,
I reconnected with missionaries
in Fiji, India, Myanmar, and Brazil.
But the Brazilian connection was
particularly interesting.
At each session, four visiting
Brazilian pastors sat in the back of
the auditorium by the displays so one
of their colleagues, an American
missionary, could translate for the
speakers, but far enough away so
as not to disrupt others around.
I would greet them after each
session since they sat right beside

Brazilian Pastors Visiting the USA
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my display, but with no ability to
communicate in Portuguese, that
was as far as we got.
Their translator (a veteran missionary
in Brazil) and I seemed to end up in
many of the same sessions, so we
began to become a little more familiar
with each other. Our name tags for
the conference usually only have our
names and so he didn’t realize I was
with Source of Light until that last
night. We talked for a good hour when
it suddenly dawned on him, right in
front of my display, that Source of Light
was “Fonte de luz” in Portuguese! He
smacked his forehead and suddenly
the conversation changed, like
suddenly we were long lost friends
just reunited.

We continue to be
amazed at how God is
at work and how He has
blessed our ministries.
We are thankful He
allows us to be a part of
His plan, and look with
excitement at the doors
He continues to open.
He began to share story after story
of how the SLM courses impacted
his ministry and how heavily they
had been used. Then he whistled
(yeah, that was a little strange in an
auditorium) and the four Brazilian
pastors all turned around to look at
us. They got up and walked over and
began talking to each other pointing
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ministry be fruitful and multiply. We
have always operated on a principle
of faith, and we continue to operate
within that parameter. This year we
set goals of raising an additional
$100,000 for our Global Outreach
Fund which would enable us to do
more organizationally, and $100,000
for our Paper Partners Fund which
would allow us to produce more
courses for distribution globally.
We ask you to join us in prayer and
partnership, that we would finish
2019 with more financial resources
to help our ministries “feed the
sheep” that God has entrusted to us.

at my display, my materials, and
throwing in the only real recognizable
words to me, Fonte de luz.
Then one by one, through translation,
each of the four pastors shared
their conversion and follow up
discipleship stories with me and
credited the Source of Light basic
courses. They shared with me how
the courses had been used in their
lives, how they use them in their
current ministries, and how they are
discipling their own family members
now using the same material.
I will tell you, these stories never
get old, and they never seem to run
out. I am constantly amazed at how
God has used the ministry of SLM
around the globe for so long and
how it continues to have a significant
impact in people’s lives.

This volume of the Reaper is filled
with stories of how God has used
our missionaries and the SLM
evangelistic and discipleship courses
to reach people in some of the
darkest, most desperate places in the
world. We hope it will bring you some
encouragement that your partnership
through prayer and finances has not
been in vain and that we continue
together to show our love for Him…
by feeding His sheep.

This season at Source of Light
includes several things, like updating
courses, making them available
Online, cheaper shipping solutions,
etc. But a significant challenge we
face is resupplying those who have
lost contact with SLM and finding the
resources financially to help them get
courses, as well as having sufficient
resources for our own missionaries.
A lot of these ministries have very
limited resources and while we don’t
want them to be dependent on U.S.
resources entirely for their ministries,
we want to be in a position to defray
the costs as much as possible.

GLOBAL OUTREACH FUND

Source of Light International in Madison, Georgia operates and
ministers to each of its missionaries without any administrative
fees charged. We rely solely on gifts and regular donations

After years of serving as a
church planting missionary,
Dr. Ronald J. Barnes Jr. now
serves as the CEO for SLM.
Follow me

@RonBarnesJr

in the same way as any of our missionaries, purely by faith.
In order to continue to operate this way, we are asking God, by
faith, to raise up new individuals, churches, and foundations
to support the work of the home office through the Global
Outreach Fund.

Friends of Source of Light over the
years have enabled us to see our

Would you prayerfully consider partnering with
SLM through the Global Outreach Fund?
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FOOD FOR HUNGRY SHEEP
By Kimberly Thigpen

questions the student might have or
help for an area of struggle. For home
study, the parent can be the grader,
providing a special time of connection
over God’s Word, and providing a way for
children to mention areas of struggle.
You might be surprised what questions
and insights you get!

When my husband, Brian, and I planned
to raise our kids on the mission field,
what to do about school was a major
concern. The local public school had
steady and open indoctrination of the
religion of that country. How were we
to train our children, our “lambs,” to
grow in the knowledge of the Lord?
Had we remained, having a good
biblical program would have been
extremely important.

Explorers is for elementary
age children and can be
ordered by calling :
706.342.0397 or
800.776.1207, or sending
the name, address, and
age to 1011 Mission Road,
Madison, GA 30650.

When the first course is finished,
students can move on to New Life in
Christ 2, covering Jesus Christ and
New Life in Christ 3 moving forward
to subjects on Christian growth like
victory over Satan, the local church,
prayer, and overcoming temptation.

“Thank you for teaching
me. This is very fun!”
– Benjamin, age 9
Children are not the only lambs who
need special care. What about lambs in
the faith — the new believers?

Instead, God sent us back to America,
where much is different and yet much
is the same. Having good, trustworthy
Bible material for our children is still
paramount, and being in a culture
that bombards our children with false
messages is still a problem.
When God sent us to Source of Light,
one of the things that impressed me
was the genuine priority of discipleship.
Their lessons aren’t fluffy with a tiny bit
of Bible. It is not questionable material,
truths wrapped up inside worldliness.
I don’t feel the need to check through
them to make sure that what my
children are studying is based fully on
the Word.

Hope with “Miss Sylvia.” Photo by Kim Thigpen

My daughter, Hope, is eleven. She is
doing Explorers 1 and says, “At the
end it has questions that you have to
actually read it — instead of skim it — to
be able to answer.” Hope’s lessons
are graded by one of our missionaries
here at SLM Headquarters. “She’s a
wonderful lady,” Hope says of Sylvia.
“I think she’s eighty-six (she’s 88!) but
she still walks to her house for lunch.
Sometimes she’ll put a sticker or write
something on the lesson when she
gives the graded sheet back.” As her
mom, I love her connection with wise
older Christians.

You care about your “lambs” like I do
mine, and that’s why I recommend
Source of Light’s material. They have
courses for every age group. Each
lesson has a test that the student fills
in and returns. The grader sends back
the graded test with the next lesson,
along with answers to any personal
8

When a person becomes a believer, they
need extra care, like a new sheep in a
fold. A good shepherd would not bring a
new lamb in and then leave it to fend for
itself. In the same way, new believers
need to be purposefully discipled so
they can not only grow in the Word, but
to learn how to grow in the Word. Their
spiritual food is very important.
My New Life in Christ is an excellent
course for new believers. It does not
assume prior Bible knowledge and
would be good also if you are studying
the Bible with an unbeliever. The course
covers important questions including:
Who is Jesus Christ?
What is God like?
Creation or Chance?
Why did Christ Die?

Photo by Kim Thigpen

Ways to use SLM Lessons:
Send as a birthday or Christmas gift.
Sunday school or small groups.
VBS follow up.
Bible training at home or family devotions.
Prison ministry.
Give to new believers or study with them.

“I’m 71 years old and
it’s never too late to
learn…. These lessons
are going to help me get
back where I belong.”
– Patricia
“This has so opened my
eyes and humbled me
and slowly but surely,
I am beginning to
understand God. Thank
you all at SLM.” – Kraig

   sourcelight.org   /slmin.us   @slmin
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them spiritual meat? They are getting
plenty of junk from the world. Church
every week is not enough. We need to
equip them for the great, strong future
God intends for them.

According to raisingsheep.net, “Providing
sheep with proper nutrition is the key to
a thriving flock.” Spiritually, the same is
true of us. What flock has God given you
to shepherd? A Sunday school class?
Your family? Sheep like to eat and then
travel in groups. They tend to follow
each other, sometimes to their own
harm. We humans are the same. When
it comes to food, it is easy to just grab
what is easiest, or eat what everyone
else is eating, not taking care to make
sure it is good for us. Spiritually, it is
easy to choose whatever is fed to us,
or whatever is the latest trend, and for
that reason, those who are shepherds
must take great care with what they
choose to feed the flocks entrusted to
them by God.

“People regret putting
their kids in too many
sports, or letting them
spend too much time on
TV or video games, but I
have never once heard a
parent express regret over
time spent training their
children in the Word.”
– Kim

“I have always read
my Bible, but this has
helped me so much in
my understanding and
reading. I look forward
to each new lesson.
Bless you all!” – Michael

My son, Daniel, who is fifteen, will be
doing Source of Light courses for his
Bible curriculum this coming school
year. He has chosen Winning the Race
of Life for his first course. For mothers
who homeschool or whose children go
to a school that does not teach the
truth of the Bible, how are our children
to grow if we do not purposefully give

Sheep food is made of grass and
grains. Food for spiritual sheep is
made of truth from God’s Word. Here
at Source of Light, one way that food is
provided is on paper. We can’t feed our
flocks without it!
Paper Partners has been a special
ministry to our family long before we
ever considered coming to serve here.
As a writer, when I read about a pair
of young boys who raised the money
for an entire roll of paper ($800), I was
so impressed and excited, I contacted
the family for permission to write about

Photo by Kim Thigpen
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I kept that letter, never expecting that in a few
years, we’d be the Fraiser’s next-door neighbors!

them for a children’s magazine. After
that, our own family decided to try to
save enough money so we could buy a
roll as well. It took time but watching
that jar fill was exciting for all of us. We
sent the money to SLM and received
this letter from Philip Fraiser in the
Print Department.
When you give to Source of Light, only
God knows how far that gift will go and
how many sheep it will feed.
We have the words. Will you provide
paper to print them on? Or money to
ship them to countries around the
world? Or funds so our headquarters
can meet emergency needs, or
promote the work through productions
like the Reaper?

Those found need feeding.
Those fed, well, they need more feeding
if they are to keep growing!

Will you partner with us
to feed more today?

Brain-surgery survivor
Kimberly Rae Thigpen has
authored over 30 books on
missions, fighting trafficking,
and living joyfully with
chronic illness.
Contact her at
kthigpen@sourcelight.org

So many sheep around the world are
lost and need finding.
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As I studied the Source
of Light lessons, and met
with Pastor Manuel, I
realized that I needed to
trust Jesus as my personal
Savior. My life was
transformed immediately!
I no longer had suicidal
thoughts. I could sleep
again!

Manuel and Ruth Lopez

SHARING HIS LOVE BY FEEDING HIS SHEEP
by Ruth Lopez

Pastor of Iglesia Dios es Amor (God is
Love Church) and Director of Source
of Light Ministries in Mexico. Pastor
Manuel spent that afternoon with me,
and he has invested a lot of time in
my family since then, meeting with
us regularly. He helped me see that
I was a lost sheep who needed the
Good Shepherd.

My name is René. I’m married and
have three children. My father taught
me to be a baker, and I have my own
bakery. On the surface, it seemed
like I had a good life. I was certainly
convinced that I was a good person
and that I knew how to make good
decisions for myself and my family.
But living in a fast-paced world
infested with consumerism and crime,
I felt like life was not worth living.
I began to suffer terrible bouts of
anxiety and depression. I could hardly
sleep. I even started battling suicidal
thoughts. I was at rock bottom! Then,
on September 14, 2017, a mutual
friend introduced me to Manuel López,

Soon, my family and I started
attending God is Love Church
regularly. Pastor Manuel encouraged
me to study the Source of Light
Bible course “Un País que se llama
el Cielo” (A Country Called Heaven).
Once I started the lessons, I couldn’t
stop until I completed them.

12

From the beginning, I had a strong
desire to be at church, praising the
Lord for having saved me. I started
taking my family, and soon my wife
and son also understood that Jesus
died for our sins, and they also
believed. Our little girls are still quite
small, but they love being at church.
Even my mom has started coming to
church regularly with us, and my dad
comes occasionally, too.
My thirst for learning God’s Word
keeps growing. So much so, that I am
now going to night school at the local
Bible seminary. What a blessing it is
to study the Word!
Our lives need to reflect God’s love
by feeding His sheep. That is why we
want to serve the Lord by sharing His
love with His sheep. I’m thankful for
the doors the Lord has opened for
me, not only to share with my family,
but also with others who (like me)
feel their lives have no meaning. I’m
using the Source of Light lessons with
young men at a drug rehabilitation
center, and I count it a joy to be able
to study with them on a weekly basis

René with newfound joy. Picture provided by René

and see their lives transformed.
Two years in a row I’ve also had the
opportunity to work with the young
people who come to our church’s
VBS program for a week in July.

I’m no longer in the
depths of despair and
depression, nor do I have
thoughts of suicide.
Quite the opposite,
I’m thankful for the
opportunity to show
my love for the Lord by
feeding His sheep, at
home, at church, and at
the rehab center. Thank
you for providing the
tools to share effectively
through the lessons.

Testimony of René
translated and adapted by
Ruth Lopez. She and her
husband, Manuel, lead
SLM Mexico.
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LITTLE
THINGS

“As I began to do these
lessons,” he said of New
Life in Jesus Christ, “I
felt a transformation
in life. I now know the
origin of sin and I know
that Jesus died for me.
I am in the great family
of God and Satan does
not have power over
me. This is how Christ
changed my life through
the Bible lessons of
Source of Light.

by Claudy Jean Baptiste | SLM Haiti Director

Often we try to show our love for the
Lord by doing great things like building
a school in poor countries, helping
needy children in an orphanage, and
even giving a lot of money to the
church. To lead the flock of the Lord is
not only to do these great things that
can show our generosity or at least
our presence in passing. Carrying the
flock of the Lord requires even more
to meet those most insignificant
responsibilities where no one would
know, except our God who sees us in
secret places.

father, Wilterson was claimed by the
spirits to continue the mystical work
in his family. That’s how he came to
live a life of debauchery in alcohol,
games of chance, sex, and doing
mystical ceremonies to harm other
people. Wilterson had a hatred for
Christians. He made threats against
Christians and even searched for
proof to show them that God does
not exist. Wilterson had lost all
good manners to the extent that he
seemed to be a person beyond help
and beyond hope of ever changing
(Mark 5:1–20).

When we look back on
our lives, we quickly
understand how God
uses our most ordinary
actions to bring souls
to Him.
The conversion story of Jean Louis
Wilterson is indisputable proof
that God uses little things to save
His children and make them ready
for service. Wilterson is a young
Haitian from Hinche in the Central
Department of Haiti. His parents
were voodoo worshipers and his
father was a hougan (sorcerer)
especially. After the death of his

At the time everything was lost for
Wilterson, God sent his way Charles
Himler, an associate school director
of Source of Light, to give him a Bible
lesson. Wilterson started studying.
“As I began to do these lessons,” he
said of New Life in Jesus Christ, “I felt
a transformation in life. I now know
the origin of sin and I know that Jesus
14

died for me. I am in the great family
of God and Satan does not have
power over me. This is how Christ
changed my life through the Bible
lessons of Source of Light. I am now
sharing and teaching the messages
of these lessons to people in my
community. I thank God for saving
me and putting Source of Light on my
path to salvation. I am an evangelist
now, by the grace of God, through the
lessons of Source of Light.”
We attended Wilterson’s Source of
Light graduation in Hinche last July.
We glorify God for using our simple
gestures to bring forth faith, growth,
and maturity. The power of the Spirit
of God leads people to Christ. Our
responsibility is to continue to feed
God’s flock by teaching SLM courses
wherever we can. God works and
changes lives through our little things
like giving a Bible lesson to someone.
Little things count, in God’s eyes.
They can contribute to the salvation
of a person through Jesus Christ.

Having a passion
for discipleship,
Claudy Jean-Baptiste
is the Director of
SLM Haiti.

Claudy’s kids helping pack lessons

“As I began to do these
lessons,” he said of New
Life in Jesus Christ, “I felt a
transformation in life. I now
know the origin of sin and I
know that Jesus died for me.
I am in the great family of
God and Satan does not
have power over me.
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New Open Doors
Mean Greater Need
for Paper Partners

Would you begin
praying with us
for the additional
$100,000 we
are praying for
through our Paper
Partners Project?
In Madison, $800 buys a roll of
paper and on that we can distribute
over 20,000 lessons. That $800 can
be an achievable goal for a church,
Sunday school class, or small group,
and occasionally individuals. It
represents a “roll,” but is used for
the total cost of printing in Madison
and other areas of the world where
we are either printing on location or
outsourcing on the field.

In this edition of the Reaper, you
will read of many new opportunities
for ministry in new countries and
languages. With the broadening of
the SLM ministry will come even
greater demand for our evangelistic
and discipleship materials.
We have worked extremely hard to
streamline our shipping methods
and are using more cost-effective
methods, which has resulted in
significantly more material being sent
already this year than last. But with
the addition of new opportunities
within our current ministries, when
we add these new ones, we need
to increase our production both in
Madison and around the world.

We trust God to provide and He never
lets us down. We will print exactly
what He provides the funds for, so we
ask you to pray that God would touch
the hearts of people to partner with
us.

You may give Online at: Or through mail at:
www.sourcelight.org

Source of Light International
1011 Mission Road,
Madison, GA 30650, USA

Click on “Give.” From there
choose “Paper Partners”
on the drop-down menu.

Or call: 706.342.0397 and specify your gift to Paper Partners.
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ROMANIA
TRANSFORMED
BY THE GOSPEL
by Cristian Oprea | SLM Romania Director

Puzdrea Alexandrina, a 75-year-old
widow lady, shared the following
story with Cristian Oprea, Director of
SOL Romania International.
Fifteen years ago, I was sitting
outside my house when two young
men approached my gate asking
if they might speak with me. They
introduced me to a course called
Light from the Gospel of John.
I had been struggling. I attended
a church, but its teachings were
unbiblical and empty. I had been
crying out to God for someone to
feed me from God’s Word. These
men gave me Light from the Gospel
of John, and I went inside and prayed
to God, praising Him because I knew
this must be the Lord’s answer. Next,
I asked God to show me the way to a
church where I could be fed and truly
worship God.
As I finished that first lesson, the
Lord answered my prayer. There, on
the last page, was the name of the
church these young men attended,
and where the Bible courses were
being used. Within two minutes, I

filled out the “coupon” included in
that course to enroll in the Source
of Light lessons. Immediately I heard
from SLM and I worked quickly and
joyfully through all the courses.
Having understood my need of a
Savior through the Source of Light
courses, it was a great joy for me
to come to Christ, get baptized, and
join Hope Baptist Church. God truly
answered my prayer through those
two young men at the gate and SLM!
One never forgets their first love…
Source of Light is my first love. Now
in a nursing home, I need special
permission to leave, so sometimes
I can’t go to church. For a while it
was hard to worship here. The former
director was not open to us sharing
our faith, but a short time ago she
left, and her replacement is open to
spiritual discussions.

Since then, God has
allowed a small group
of us, 11 believers, to
have a small church
meeting here.
I have been meeting
with various people
here at the old folks’
home and as a result of
planting seeds of the
Gospel, God has allowed
me to lead three people
to Christ. I am discipling
them using “our” Source
of Light materials.

   sourcelight.org   /slmin.us   @slmin
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FEED MY SHEEP

Over the years, I have faced many
challenges. I have no family to care
for me which is why I am in the
nursing home. Having had three
heart attacks, they told me I could
not live alone. They said I needed to
have open-heart surgery, but that the
procedure could kill me. I told them,

BRAZIL
by Samuel Milanez | SLM Brazil Director

“I am not afraid to die
as I know where I will
go. Let me live with this
condition so that here,
with so many sick and
dying people, I might
share the love of Christ
until my last breath.”

When Jesus changes Peter’s question
from agape love to phileo love, He
teaches us that His call to us can be
fulfilled despite our limitations.

I had a roommate with mental issues,
who was antagonistic to my faith, but
I have been blessed by her being
removed from my room. Even more
of a blessing, you have visited with
me with the International Director of
“our” mission. This has indeed been
a blessed day.

Pudrea Alexandrina. Photo supplied by
Cristian Oprea

Cristian Oprea directs SLM’s
Branch office in Brasov,
Romania. The office services
churches and associate
schools in Greece, Ukraine,
Germany, Moldova, England,
Hungary, Italy, and Belgium.

I can’t say enough to say thank
you to you and to Source of Light
for bringing the Good News to my
village and for the work you do for
so many others around the world.

In October 2016, a young man whom
I had never seen but who knew
much about our ministry entered the
Source of Light Office in Brazil. He
had studied our courses 15 years
ago, and was now for the fourth time
trying to re-study them.
His name is Fabio Luna, and his
presence in my office surprised me.
He had already studied in 2001, then
returned in 2003 when he completed
A Country Called Heaven books 1
and 2, but stopped early in book 3.
In 2005, he studied only one lesson,
and in 2009 four more, and then he
stopped for seven years.
What was he doing in my office that
day? What, or who had brought him
to me? In his own words: The Holy
Spirit — Who had reminded him of
this material and gave him the
desire to complete it. Not only that,
but he took the courses to two or
three close friends. In a few days,
other friends wanted to know about
our courses, and some more, and

18

others, until we had more than 50
lives being reached by the Source of
Light courses. People that neither I
nor he even knew. The work had gone
through us, far beyond us.

That day I could not
hear the voice of God,
but He was speaking to
me — Samuel, shepherd
this My sheep! Fabio
had no idea either, but
God had also told him
that day — I have sheep
for you to shepherd!
The untold story is that this was
my first year with the Source of
Light ministry. I had only been here
eight months, but it had been long
enough for me to find that almost
everyone who promised to support
me in this ministry had forgotten me.
Discouraged, I watched my family
go through difficult times while the
ministry was not progressing, and so
I had made plans to leave.
What was he doing there in my office
then? What, or who had brought him
to me? In my words: The Holy Spirit!
Brother Fabio’s excitement, and his
weekly testimony of how the courses
were building His church, raised my
spirits. And the working method that
I developed with him has become
the official method used today in the
whole country, and it has been the
most successful.
He didn’t know, but he also pastored
this sheep here, me.
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He didn’t know, but he also
pastored this sheep here, me.

SPOTLIGHT
HAND TO THE PLOW
PABLO AND DALILA CORREA
by Kimberly Thigpen

It seems fitting that Pablo and Dalila
Correa, both from Lima, Peru, met at
church. In 1973 at a seminar, Pablo
found a set of Source of Light basic
lessons that a missionary brought
to Peru and studied on his own
initiative. He even used BBT (Basic
Bible Truths) lessons as an outline to
preach at church.

Samuel and Fabio edify each other.

The Bible teaches us that the only
way for two Christians to have
fellowship with one another is to walk
in the Light (1 John 1:7). And this is
how by loving Jesus, we can be of
mutual edification.

The Correa family in 1993. (Photo provided by
Pablo Correa)

My prayer is that all who read this
story will find someone to build into,
who also can build into you. Even if
you believe you are too weak or too
small to pastor someone, you can do
so without even realizing it.

As SLM Director of Brazil,
Samuel Milanez works to
disciple students in their
Christian walk.

God bless you.
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Dalila says, “As Pablo knew about
Source of Light material, and we had
been praying for God to lead us to
serve Him in a ministry that would
allow us to share the message of
Christ to every creature possible, we
believed this was an answer to our
prayer.” Pablo accepted the position
as National Director for Source of
Light Peru.
Forty-one years, three children (all
born in July!), and seven grandchildren
later, they are still serving.
When asked what her favorite
ministry is, Dalila says, “To teach
the Word of God especially to ladies,
and the biggest blessing I had was
when God opened a door for me to
do it in the women’s prison.” The
women are from different countries,
serving time for trying to take drugs
out of the country. They do not speak
Spanish, but all speak English, so
Dalila has a unique, multi-cultural
outreach. She has seen women
transformed who are now sharing the
message with their relatives and
friends.

Some years later, in April of 1978,
Earl and Adele Newell attended Pablo
and Dalila’s church to see him one
Sunday when Pablo was preaching.
The Newells invited Pablo to lead the
ministry of Source of Light Peru as
National Director.

Pablo loves to teach and preach the
Word of God to either large or small
groups. He likes to “use everything
that happens in the world and apply it
with the message of Christ.” He also
uses the media to teach the Word of
God “with applications relevant to
daily life.”

Pablo and Dalila were engaged to
be married that July, so it was an
important decision for them both.

Pablo believes that “as Christians,
we must make an integral impact
on society.” He knows this is true
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That God will provide
the funds to have
an office for the
Discipleship Training
Branch in Peru.

because he has seen the power
of God in his own life as in others.
People in authority, professionals,
businessmen, and students have
responded to the programs on TV,
where he presents the message of
Christ in a practical way related to
each area of life.

For wisdom as Pablo
assumes responsibility
as Regional Director for
Latin America

Both Pablo and Dalila struggle with
difficult health issues. Another
difficulty is financial support.
Currently, the support coming in
does not cover all their needs. As
Dalila shares, “It is harder now than
before” to raise additional support.

That God will send a
National Director for the
Branch and part-time
staff.
That God will give them
new strategies to have a
self-sustained ministry
in Peru.

Pablo adds that there are three
situations they have found:

a) churches have their
missionary support
system under their own
denomination;

The Correas move forward with focus
and steadfastness, purposing to use
media and social networks “to fulfill
the task Christ gave us, to make
disciples of every nation.

b) they do not have the
ability to take more
missionaries on their
budget; and

Pablo and Dalila need
prayer and financial
support. Would you
consider becoming part
of their team?

c) they simply do not
consider the missionary
work and prefer to do
mission trips.
Despite the struggles, the Correas
are not giving up. They continue to
serve on location in Lima, Peru and
in Denver, Colorado to the Spanishspeaking population there.

Brain-surgery survivor
Kimberly Rae Thigpen has
authored over 30 books on
missions, fighting trafficking,
and living joyfully with
chronic illness.
Contact her at
kthigpen@sourcelight.org

Their hopes for the future?
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LAPTOP, PROJECTOR, AND SMALL
GENERATOR
LOCATION: LIBERIA

PROJECTS
MISSIONARY’S HOUSE
& GUEST HOUSE
LOCATION: D. R. CONGO
The Source of Light Director, Vedette
Nlandu, needs to be available to the
people who live far from the main
office. Having this home will allow
him to minister to his people with the
Bible materials. By living closer to the
people in the villages, Vedette will be
able to save money on distributing
the Bible materials. The guest
house will be used to accommodate
travelers who come to visit. It will
also serve as much-needed income
to help support the ministry.
Project Total: $20,839

VAN PROJECT
LOCATION: INDIA – SOUTH ZONE
This much-needed vehicle will enable
Hemanth Peter, Director of the Branch
in Bangalore, to travel the entire
state of Karnataka and visit the
many outreaches of the ministry. He
will be able to help with the follow-up
ministry of the Tabernacle Project.
Project Total: $14,000

The Source of Light Directors are
required to train the Associate
Discipleship School Directors in
establishing and maintaining an
effective
discipleship
ministry.
These tools will allow Nelsen Cyrus,
our Director in Liberia, to show the
Powerpoint presentations to help
illustrate how to maintain each
school. Electricity is not available all
the time, so the small generator will
make sure power is available to run
the computer and projector.
Project Total: $1,380

TABERNACLE AND TV PROGRAM
FOLLOW-UP STAFF
LOCATION: INDIA – SOUTH ZONE
The Tabernacle and the TV program
have been very successful in reaching
thousands of unbelievers who have
expressed interest in knowing more
about the Living Savior. There is a
great need for staff to follow-up on
the many contacts. The Source of
Light Director, Hemanth Peter, is
expressing the need for the final
$200 per month to help the last of
four workers to do follow-up in the
state of Karnataka.
Project Total: $200 per month

To give to a project visit us Online at:

sourcelight.org/projects
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Looking for a New
Missionary Partner?

PROJECTS

by Ron Barnes

TEFLE RURAL SCHOOL CHILD
SPONSORSHIP PROJECT

VEHICLE FOR MINISTRY
LOCATION: ROMANIA

LOCATION: GHANA

This is vital and necessary for the
Source of Light Director Cristian
Oprea’s travel to many locations
of Romania and even outside of
Romania. Cristian would like to reach
people who are in much need of true
spiritual teaching which our material
will give. The areas outside of Romania
would include Moldova Republic,
Ukraine, and Germany. Please pray
about giving towards this project.

The ECA school in Tefle serves five
deprived rural communities or villages.
Most children have no means to
attend school. For $35 per month, you
can sponsor a child to attend school.
The $35 will provide daily transport
from the village to school, monthly
tuition, daily lunch at school, school
uniform, school supplies, and health
care. Source of Light Director, Daniel
Sappor, is hoping to raise enough
for 100 children. Won’t you consider
giving to this project?

Project Total: $18,000
OFFICE UPGRADE

Project Total: $3,500 per month

LOCATION: CANADA
Joe
and
Penny
Homontowski,
Directors of the Canada Branch,
moved to a different house with a
garage. They converted the garage
into an office where they grade the
lessons and store all of their Source
of Light materials. In order to work
during the winter months, they need
a furnace and insulation throughout
the office. They also need to install
shelves to hold the Source of Light
materials.

To give to a project visit us Online at:

sourcelight.org/projects

At SLM every single person raises
their own support (unless they are
volunteers). That means, besides
their ministry assignment at SLM,
they also need to travel for visits with
individuals and churches who will
partner with them in prayer as well as
financially. Every single one of them
is “full time” which makes this added
responsibility even more challenging.
Many of our United States based
missionaries are significantly undersupported but continue to serve with
great faith, asking God to meet their
needs. For these missionaries, the
tendency is for them to be overlooked
because they aren’t “church planters”
on the field. But they are needed as
equally as any church planter on the
field, because they make it possible
for those missionaries to focus more
attention to the church planting and
less on the day-to-day administrative
details every ministry requires.
Perhaps in the coming months you or
your church may be looking for a new
missionary to support.

These are among our
top needing support. We
ask you to pray for each
of them. And, should
the Lord lead you to
adopt them as one of
your missionaries, we
promise that you will
find them to be a good
investment for eternity!

After years of serving as a
church planting missionary,
Dr. Ronald J. Barnes Jr. now
serves as the CEO for SLM.
Follow me

@RonBarnesJr

Missionary Partners are found
on the following page.

Would you consider one of the
following missionaries as you
do your planning?

Project Total: $4,395
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Looking for a New Missionary Partner?
Would you consider one of the following missionaries as you do your planning?

To All Nations

Teresa Will – South America Administrative Assistant
Pablo Correa – Regional Director for Spanish Speaking South America
Phil Winder – Director of Operations
Philip Fraiser – Print Shop Foreman and Pressman
Brian & Gwenda Trapp – Operations team (Brian) /
Africa Administrative Assistant (Gwenda)
Scotte Staab – Regional Director for Asia and Europe
Darryl Evans – DTB Director New Mexico
Michael Ventrello – Prepress and Graphics Coordinator
Mary Hines – Administrative Assistant for Training
Brian Thompson – Regional Director for North America
Jim Tilson – Coordinator of Braille Outreach
Dan Winder – Print Shop Assistant and Pressman
Sally Hensley – Head of Accounting
Jonathan & Anna Weidman – Operations – Prefield
Ronnie Barnes – Media Outreach Coordinator, HR, PR
Brian Thigpen – Chief Financial Officer

The Field Gift Fund is set aside for the emergency needs of the
Source of Light fields and missionaries. This fund provides for the
needs of our field missionaries during seasons of less than sufficient
support. It also provides a “safety net” for these fields in case of
emergencies, natural disasters or unexpected health issues. It has
been a source of hope and encouragement to the fields on many
occasions.
Would you prayerfully consider partnering with SLM through the
Field Gift Fund?

Ron Barnes – Chief Executive Officer

Field Gift Fund
26
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PRAYER

PRAISE

u Karunakar Jena’s ministry in the
Northeast Zone of India needs to print
5,000 English My New Life in Christ 1,
book 1, and 16,000 New Life in Christ 1
lessons in Nepalese. Please pray that
the Lord will provide the needed finances.
u The ministry in Togo, West Africa, is
currently functioning without a ministry
vehicle. Because of their work in remote
areas, Director Sika Yawo is currently
relying on motorcycle taxis. He is
undergoing treatment for a chronic lung
infection that is aggravated by the dust.
Please pray that God will provide the
$3,500 needed for the ministry vehicle’s
replacement engine. This ministry also
oversees an orphanage that needs
monthly support ($1,800) to adequately
care for the 17 orphans they serve.

u Daniel Sappor’s ministry in Ghana is
in critical need of a truck for travel and
transporting materials to their various
ministries. They are praying that God will
provide $25,000 that will enable them
to get a reliable Toyota four-wheel drive
which they feel will meet their need.
u Phillip and Mary Thang ministering
in Myanmar need $600 for an office
computer and $6,000 for a vehicle for
their ministry.
u Pray for Source of Light’s missionary
in Pakistan. He has much opportunity
for ministry but lacks support for his
work. Please pray that God will provide
encouragement to this dedicated worker.

u The Print Shop at SLM Headquarters
in Madison, Georgia, needs a pressman,
prepress person, warehouse help, and
an understudy for the position of Director
of Publications.
u Please pray for the support needs of
Fanie Buys, our SLM Discipleship Training
Branch Director in South Africa. He
needs to increase his support by $500
per month.

u Our Philippines Branch office needs
$1,600 for a new computer, software,
printer, and projector. They are also
trusting God to provide the $6,000
needed for an office building renovation.
u Kimberly Rae Thigpen, one of our
home office staff, would appreciate
prayer for relief from her struggles with
extreme allergies/asthma. This would
allow Kim to be freer to minister.
u The Braille Department at SLM
Headquarters in Madison has an ongoing
problem with braille paper that is ordered
but is lost en route to the mission. There
is also a need for the Lord’s provision
of $1,700 to repair the older Braille
embossers.

u A couple came to know Christ in
Sanjeeb and Anita Sahu’s ministry in
India. They removed the idols from their
home. Soon after, the husband became
ill, was hospitalized, and passed away.
The family is hostile to the wife. They
are blaming her for the husband’s death.
Please pray that this sister in Christ
will be strong under the oppression.
The family refuses to allow our ministry
personnel any contact with her.

u Please pray for SLM Missionary
Appointees, Jonathan and Anna Weidman,
who are currently raising support to work
at SLM Madison Headquarters.
u Please pray for Brian Thompson, our
North America Director, and Hemanth
Peter in India’s South Zone, who are
struggling with health issues.

u Please pray that God will provide $950
monthly for the ministry and personal
support of Dodla Wilson serving in the
Central Zone of India.
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u Joanna, daughter of SLM Missionaries
Ruth and Manuel Lopez, was in a cell
phone store in Mexico when several men
armed with machine guns entered the
store and stole merchandise, cell phones,
and purses of the customers. There were
some injuries, but thankfully, there were
no fatalities. Joanna was not injured.
Also, as the gunmen were leaving, they
dropped Joanna’s purse which spared her
from having to go through the painstaking
process of securing new documents.

new Bible fellowship groups have also
been started — two in Nepal and nine in
the Himachal Pradesh area of India.

u The Jamaica Discipleship Training
Branch, Follow the Source, is thrilled
with how God is using the lessons in
the public schools. Directors Don and
Elaine Schiffer report that over 2,000
students have completed whole courses
and received certificates this past school
year. They are also thankful that God has
sent a volunteer grader to their office to
assist with grading all these lessons.

u Four new SLM Associate Discipleship
Schools have been started in Haiti
where Claudy Jean Baptiste is serving.
He praises the Lord also for the joy and
appreciation that the students express
when they receive their certificates for
completing courses.

u Three people have requested Bible
lessons in a village in the Ivory Coast
where Isaiah Bernasko has just begun
ministering. He is grateful for this
opportunity.
u Working from an Internet café in
Togo, West Africa, was always a struggle
for Sika Yawo. He praises the Lord
that someone recently donated a new
computer for his ministry, eliminating the
risks involved with travel to the Internet
café and breaches of security that often
occur in these settings.
u Source of Light praises the Lord for
how He has answered prayer in creating
new avenues to transport lessons to
Africa.
u Sanjeeb and Anita Sahu have received
much positive response from their
initiatives in opening 12 adult education
centers, conducting eight drug awareness
camps, and 14 HIV/AIDS camps. Eleven

u A computer and a projector were
urgently needed in the ministry of
Ignatius and Marjorie Lakra in India and
they rejoice that God supplied the need.
u Serving in the Central Zone of
India, Dodla Wilson is grateful for the
opportunity that the Lord has given to
visit two new Yanadhi tribal villages.

u Takuji Yamazaki, with Source of Light
Japan, praises the Lord for the provision
of a new Risograph color printer and a
folding machine for the ministry in Japan.
u In the Orissa Region of India, SLM
missionaries Samar and Smruti Pradhan
operate a school to train young girls
to sew. They use this school as an
opportunity to share their faith. Recently
one of their students asked the teacher
about prayer and is now praying sincerely.
They also share that their work in Bolangir
among a difficult people group is bearing
fruit. Some new believers are now willing
to share their faith.
u Funds have been given to update the
Source of Light Kansas office. They are
enjoying a new hot/cold water dispenser
and a large screen monitor for training,
communication, and hosting video
conferences.
u The Braille Department rejoices that
six blind students in Uganda, using SLM
braille lessons, have accepted Christ.
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LESS TAXES,
MORE MINISTRY

In Memorial
Gifts in Honor of …
John Thompson by Mr. and Mrs. Roger Bruce

Americans are among the most
generous people in the world.
Charitable giving topped $400 billion
last year. About 80% came from
individuals like you, and much of that
annual giving occurs at the end of the
year.

Terry Richardson by Mr. and Mrs. Roger Bruce
Dr. B. H. (Hap) Struthers by Edward Gundersen
Ray Walker by Mina W. Matthews
Lelia Gilliam by David Sanford
Pastor Kevin Creasman by Mr. and Mrs. Harold Carter

At Source of Light we strive to impact
the maximum number of lives as
effectively and efficiently as possible to the glory of God. If this is your desire
as well, there are several ways to reduce tax liability while increasing kingdom
impact through giving. Consider the following suggestions as you review your
opportunities for eternal investment this year:
Regarding non-cash assets (stocks, real estate, business, etc.),
the “Give then Sell” approach can reduce or eliminate income taxes.
This approach may allow the family to receive more AND give more
to ministry while paying less taxes.
If you are 70 ½ or older and have a traditional IRA, you are required
to make minimum withdrawals (RMD) from your account. Any
portion gifted through a Charitable IRA Rollover is income tax free,
even if you do not itemize.
Charitable gifts are generally deductible up to 60% of adjusted
gross income (non-cash up to 30%). However, larger gifts can be
carried over for five years.
Some employers offer a “matching fund” program to a nonprofit
organization. These businesses will match your gift, doubling
your impact.

In Luke 12:13–21 someone in a crowd asked Jesus about his family inheritance.
While at a missions conference recently, one presenter shared a quote that
could sum up Jesus’ response. “Do your giving while you’re living, so you’re
knowing where it’s going.” How we live our lives today impact how those around
us live tomorrow.
This information is not intended as legal or tax advice.
For such advice, please consult an attorney or tax advisor.
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Pastor Mark Davis by Mr. and Mrs. Harold Carter

Gifts in Memory of …
Jake Wilson, Jr. by Mr. and Mrs. Roger Bruce
Gene Smith by Mr. and Mrs. Donald Minnich

Dear Friend,
Let’s remember His words …
Lay not up for yourselves treasure
on earth … but lay up for yourselves
treasure in heaven … for where your
treasure is, there will your heart be
also. (Paraphrase Matthew 6:19–21)
… for in heaven we will be glad we
did.
Yours for the harvest,

Bob Moorhead by Mrs. Charlotte Mattocks,
Mr. and Mrs. Roger Bruce

Alice Kirk by Mr. Robert Brickel
Betty Morgan by Mr. James Flanders

Dr. Ronald J. Barnes, Jr.
General Director

Gene Bunt by Helen H. Mayson, Marilyn R. Becker
Merlene Haynes by Sherry A. Brasher
Zachary Ashtee Jarrell by W. Morrison, Jr.
Peggy Walker by Mina W. Matthews
Lorraine Sphanke by Mr. and Mrs. James Sheldrake

Give Online at:

sourcelight.org/donate
By Phone:

706.342.0397

Mary Ann Gorton by Clair Gorton
Halcyon Strickland by Mr. Tom Bennett
Mrs. Virginia Crowder by J.O.Y. Sunday School Class
Naomi Jean West by
Peter Rathbun, Carrie Lockwood,
Patricia Brown, Florin Petrutiu, Patrick O’Neal,
Scott A. Brock, D. Kearney, Steven Willis,
Jeanette Collins, Right at Home Tallahassee,
Cecil H. Evans, Bernie Olszowy,
Thomson Brock Luger & Co., Linda S. Harper,
Emily Millett, Marilyn W. Taggart,
Coworkers of her daughter, Sally

Each gift will be used as preferenced
with the understanding that when any
need is met, the remaining gifts will
be used where most needed. Gifts are
acknowledged and receipted with an
official receipt for income tax purposes.

We are grateful to you for being
a part of the ministry of Source
of Light through your prayers
and financial support.

Current Resident or
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