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STIR THE 
GIFT,
FAN THE 
FLAME
Letter from the Editor

2 Timothy 1:6 –7

Wherefore I put thee in remembrance 
that thou stir up the gift of God, which 
is in thee by the putting on of my 
hands. For God hath not given us the 
spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, 
and of a sound mind.

When my son Ronnie was about ten, 
we headed on a three-day adventure 
canoeing and camping down the 
Vltava River in the Czech Republic. 
The days were nice and warm, but 
the evenings went below freezing. 
This was pretty typical in southern 
Czech during the summers, but not 
being too “outdoorsy,” we didn’t have 
the right equipment.

That first night we froze, but I came 
prepared with all the things to start 
a fire. It took a long time for us to 

I dreaded waking up cold the next 
morning, particularly when we had 
stacks of nice, dry wood.

As we awoke to the sounds of other 
campers heading out, the campsite 
right beside us became vacant. I 
remembered the sound of their huge 
bonfire crackling the night before, 
so hot, I thought it might burn up 
our tent. But then I wondered if, by 
chance, there were any remaining 
embers of that bonfire. Ronnie 
stayed warm in his sleeping bag 
while I gathered some of my dry 
wood and began to dig into the burnt 
ashes. I used my paper plate to see 
if anything would flare up and after a 
few minutes of effort, there it was, a 
piece of wood that showed signs of 
still burning. As I fanned it, the ember 
smoked, then turned red, then it grew 
hotter and hotter until I had a small 

scavenge enough wood to even start 
a small fire. We assumed, in the 
woods, there would be plenty. What 
we hadn’t anticipated was that all the 
other campers would have picked the 
nearby forest clean of fallen trees. 
So not only did we have little wood to 
fuel the fire, we also used up what we 
had to start the fire. 

That first day was miserable, but 
as the morning went on, we finally 
warmed up and headed down river. 
This time we were more prepared. We 
stopped along the banks at various 
times picking up wood and had 
plenty for what would make a nice 
fire the next cool morning. But all 
the stopping meant we didn’t make 
the campground where there was a 
store and so we didn’t have matches 
and kindling. I tried not to make it a 
big deal for my ten-year-old son, but 

flame. As I put the small twigs on it, 
with a little more effort, the flame 
grew, until eventually the flame fully 
caught and I could stop fanning it and 
put the bigger logs on until we too 
had our own huge bonfire, crackling 
and hissing, and bringing us much 
needed relief from the cold.

I thought about that day as we 
planned for this edition of the Reaper 
- how over the years God has used 
the ministry of Source of Light, and 
how occasionally, as the leadership 
passed away in an area, or for a 
variety of other reasons, the fire of 
the SLM ministry has slowed to what 
seemed like ashes in some places.

Yet, later on, we find the embers of 
the ministry stirred up by a need, and 
then God begins to “stir” in the lives 
of gifted men and women the gift 

4
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After years of serving as a 
church planting missionary, 
Dr. Ronald J. Barnes Jr. 
now serves as the CEO for 
SLM.

Follow me      @RonBarnesJr

You may not know, but Source of Light takes no administrative 
fees from any of its missionaries nor any of their projects. 
We rely entirely on donations to the Global Outreach Fund to 
care for the needs of the international offices and the Paper 
Partners Project to underwrite the lessons that are distributed 
around the world. 

Would you consider taking the month of September in your 
local church to focus attention on the funding for both needs 
at SLM? Would you challenge your church to set aside a few 
Sundays during September to help further the ministry of 
SLM? 

We can make that month extra special with a special SLM 
speaker or with materials or information to help you be better 
informed.

GLOBAL
OUTREACH
FUND

of serving that He has entrusted to 
them. And He is using them, with a 
little bit of effort, to restart the flame 
of the SLM ministry where it once 
burned as embers into a blaze once 
again. 

In recent months, I 
have seen this happen 
and have been on the 
front line watching and 
stirring the gift of gifted 
people who God is using 
to fan the flames, which 
we pray will become a 
bonfire of the Gospel, 
making disciples of all 
nations. 

In this edition of the Reaper, we will 
talk of fanning the flames of the 
Associate Schools of SLM. Over 
7,000 exist worldwide. These schools 
independently (though subsidized by 
SLM donors through a special cost 
for lessons) operate their discipleship 
ministries and often find themselves 
needing help and training, and maybe 
sometimes just some encouragement. 

Recently we received an email from 
a school saying, “I started this ADS 
in 2009, but it has been very slow in 
getting off the ground.” Certainly, he 
sounds discouraged, which is exactly 
why we had prayed for many years 
for someone to come to SLM to give 
attention specifically to the ADSs. 
We praise God that he brought to us 
Rowley Hayner who has been working 
diligently to become a resource for 
ADSs. You can read his story a few 
pages back in this issue.

You will also read about Guyana and 
a communist country in the far east 
that have both seen significant use 
of our evangelistic and discipleship 
materials for decades, but in recent 
years have seen some of the “heat” 
of the flame die down. We are 
thankful that God has provided gifted 
and trained leadership to rekindle 
the flames in both of these countries 
so that we can resume the mission 
of Source of Light International by 
“bringing people of every nation, 
language, and ethnicity into a mature 
relationship with Jesus Christ and 
into fellowship with a local church 
family.”

We hope and pray this Reaper will be 
an encouragement to you and that 
you will use it as a reminder to pray 
for SLM and its missionaries and 
mission around the globe!

Contact us at hr@slmin.org or call Ron at 706.342.0397 and 

we will be happy to discuss what we can do to help.

SOURCE OF LIGHT SEPTEMBER 
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For years Source of Light has had 
ministry in the land of the “Sleeping 
Dragon,” as it is nicknamed. This 
country, the most populous country in 
the world, which we will refer to as “East 
Asia” for security reasons, has been 
a focus of much underground activity 
for SLM resources for decades. But 
because of the dangers associated with 
using the lessons, their use has been 
very secretive and very hard to track.

For years, the courses have been 
photocopied or printed off copies of 
copies, but in recent years new, clean, 
original digital copies have been 

As you can understand, the work of the 
Gospel and disciple making is tricky and 
yet we are discovering that the Gospel is 
flourishing in this country.

The “dragon” is very much awake and 
is wandering about seeking to destroy 
the work of the Gospel. Despite all 
the adversity, this country is believed 
to have 39 million believers. But with 
hundreds of millions yet unreached, the 
task is still significant.

At SLM, we have been praying that 
we would have real leadership on the 
ground so as to see the work blossom 
and spread, and to ensure that training 
and follow-up is being done. We have 
also prayed that God would give us key 
national leaders throughout this country 
to carry out the work locally, which 
wouldn’t require lots of connection 

distributed on USBs for redistribution. 
But tracking the use of these courses 
and getting adequate training for those 
who are using them has proven to be 
very difficult.

All of our SLM courses are illegal to 
distribute and being caught with them 
will lead to arrest and imprisonment. 
In fact, the author of this article was 
in the country to do training at the 
invitation of one of our partners, but 
the training was abruptly canceled 
when the organizer was caught using 
the materials, arrested, and sent to a 
“repatriation camp.” 

which could endanger the other teams. 
In order to accomplish this, we have 
been praying that God would send 
someone to help launch this initiative 
and we believe God has brought such 
a person.

God has led us to a 
wonderful family, who 
our administration has 
known well for many 
years. We have worked 
together on cross-
cultural assignments 
for over 15 years and 
even visited East Asia 
together in the past.

In fact, it was on that trip that this 
author introduced the SLM literature 
for the first time in the southern region 
in this country. Since that time, almost 
ten years ago, we know of about ten 
thousand courses that have been 
distributed, and many young people who 
have come to Christ and been discipled 
as a result. It was their desire at the 
time to even use the Source of Light 
curriculum, World Wide Bible Institute 
(WWBI), to train pastors who have 
limited access to Bible training, but that 
has been curtailed for lack of personnel 
on the ground to do the training. But for 
someone with the right experience and 
training this could come to fruition.

“T” as we will call him 
has been in education, 
ministry, missions, 
and administration for 
over 20 years, but his 
real heart and passion 
has been discipleship. 

Dr. Ronald Barnes

THE 
SLEEPING 
DRAGON… 
AWOKEN!
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Further, it has been the 
dream of he and his wife 
to live in East Asia, and 
it now seems God has 
made this possible.

This will be a challenging assignment; 
it will require that both T and his wife 
work as “tent-makers.” T’s work will 
have flexibility and allow him to travel 
throughout East Asia to connect, train, 
and introduce our resources in a variety 
of new areas as well as to follow-up the 
early work that has been done in the 
past. T and his family are excited to join 
SLM in this new venture, but it will need 
a lot of prayer and support.

T and his family leave their jobs this 
summer and hope to be in East Asia 
by summer’s end. This will necessitate 
many logistical items and, of course, 
the support to make this transition. 
Even though T will have income from the 
tent-making job, the ministry will entail 
raising its own support. We are praying 
that God would provide $2,000 monthly 
to run the office, cover transportation 
costs in country, produce literature 
locally, and make up the difference in 
what a low-wage job will cover. 

We are also asking God 
to raise about $10,000 to 
cover airfare, outfit, and 
passage for setting up a 
home in the country.

We are excited that God has fanned 
the flame of the gift in T and his wife’s 
ministry and looking forward to seeing 
how God will use their effort in this land 
of the “Sleeping Dragon.”

To partner with T and 
his family, you can send 
donations designated 
for East Asia through the 
website at:

https://sourceoflight.
givingfuel.com/give

Or by check or ACH by 
contacting SLM at:

1011 Mission Road
Madison, GA 30650 USA

accounting 
@sourcelight.org

706.342.0397

By Kimberly Rae Thigpen
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After years of serving as a 
church planting missionary, 
Dr. Ronald J. Barnes Jr. 
now serves as the CEO for 
SLM.

Follow me      @RonBarnesJr

A good flame takes work. Even when 
a flame is nurtured, if too many 
additional materials are added, 
the flame can be smothered. If the 
small base flame is not well-tended, 
it will not expand well. For a fire at 
any stage to be stable and mostly 
self-sustained, the person in charge 
must keep vigilant watch, and work 
to maintain its flame.

Guyana has a long history with 
Source of Light. The work there 
began generations ago, and through 
the years, as people came and went 
and situations changed, the Branch 
there has become harder to manage 
and sustain. There is tremendous 
need in this area for our materials. 
SLM sought a new younger leader to 
oversee SLM Guyana, someone who 
can devote his ability and energy full-
time to taking the small flame that is 
left and fanning it once again into a 
large and vibrant ministry.

This need has been answered. SLM 
needs $800 to bring Dwayne Daniels 
from Guyana to our Headquarters 
in the United States for training in 
all things SLM this summer. At that 
point, the team at Headquarters will 
get to meet this young man. For now, 
we introduce him to you here.

Dwayne grew up in a village 
called Mocha on the East Bank of 
Demerara, Guyana. His wife, Jenelle, 
grew up on the East Coast. Neither 
were raised in Christian homes. As 
Dwayne puts it, “Our family members 
were professing Christians, but 
church attendance was irregular and 
holy living not practiced.”

Invited to a Vacation Bible School 
at age sixteen, Dwayne heard a 
clear presentation of the Gospel for 
the first time. “I responded to the 
invitation and trusted Christ as my 
Savior that day (02 August 2005) 
and was baptized the very next day 
and I’ve been walking with the Lord 
ever since.” Jenelle came to Christ at 
age twelve.

Dwayne and Jenelle were engaged on 
Valentine’s Day of 2019 and married 
just last December. Both are called to 
serve. Dwayne is currently the Senior 
Pastor of Revival Baptist Church in 
Georgetown, Guyana. Jenelle is the 
Sunday School Superintendent.

This well-spoken young man shared 
with us how he came to be part of 
SLM, and his vision for the future 
work of Guyana.

FANNING THE FLAME IN GUYANA
– A NEW DIRECTOR!



Brain-surgery survivor 
Kimberly Rae Thigpen  
has authored over 30  
books on missions,  
fighting trafficking, and  
living joyfully with chronic 
illness. 

Contact her at 
kthigpen@sourcelight.org
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How did you become connected 
with Source of Light?

I came to know about Source of Light 
Ministries through my home church 
where I served as an Assistant 
Pastor. I was responsible for the 
adult Sunday school class. There, 
we utilized the Source of Light 
materials to disciple new converts. 
In time we later used these materials 
in the public school Bible clubs we 
conducted.

After working along with Source of 
Light Ministries for some time, I was 
asked by one of the official members 
in Guyana to assist in their ministry 
efforts to spread the Gospel and 
disciple those who came to Christ, 

My hopes are to see the SLM Branch 
rejuvenated and set ablaze for Christ 
once again, to see Source of Light 
materials used on a large scale 
countrywide; to help young Christians 
mature in their faith; and to have an 
effective, functioning office where 
pastors, leaders, and every individual 
who needs Source of Light materials 
can have easy access to them. 

Is there something you hope to 
change soon at the beginning, to 
help the ministry grow or thrive?

Accessing and storing of materials 
have always been a challenge for 
the ministry in Guyana. It is my 
goal to solve those two particular 
issues readily.

How much will it cost to relocate the 
office? Can you share the reason for 
the relocation?

It should cost approximately $3,000 
to relocate the office. This would 
cover the construction of storage 
space for the materials as well 
as a working office space. This is 
essential for materials to be easily 
accessible and well-protected from 
damage, as the current location is 
not as accessible nor conducive. 

About how much support will you 
need personally and to run the 
branch?

It should cost approximately $1,500 
per month to keep the ministry 
running efficiently. 

and also to assist with the various 
Associate Schools. 

What is your favorite part of 
ministry?

My favorite thing is to preach the 
Gospel and help in discipling young 
converts. It brings great joy to my 
heart seeing souls saved from hell 
and living a changed and mature life 
in Christ. I do enjoy reading as well. 

Now that you are becoming Director 
in Guyana, what are your hopes for 
the SLM work there? What is your 
vision for the future?

How can people best pray for you 
and the work there?

Please join in prayer for the salvation 
of souls, baptisms, spiritual growth 
for disciples, laborers to assist in 
discipling those who come to Christ, 
and for effective use of the Source of 
Light materials here in Guyana and 
that we will have enough materials to 
meet the demands in our country. 

Source of Light is blessed to have 
this new partner in ministry!

Dwayne and Jenelle’s Wedding Day Future Storage Facility for SLM Lessons



LOOKING 
TO SERVE? 
CONSIDER
SLM!
We are looking for current missionaries who are seeking for a 
new assignment, new missionaries, retirees and volunteers to 
serve in the following areas:

If any of these sound like you, contact us at

706.342.0397 or at hr@slmin.org

u  Missionary Administrators

u   Teachers for our Advanced Studies 
Department

u   Experienced Church Planters  
and Educators

u  Development

u   Director of Media and  
Publications

u  Full time or part time Landscaper

u  Graphic Designers

u  Web Developers

u  Programmer

u  Receptionist

u  Hostess

u  Accounting Personnel

u  Public Relations

u  Human Relations

u  Print Shop Personnel

u  Administrative Assistants

In this edition of the Reaper, you 
will read of many new opportunities 
for ministry in new countries and 
languages. With the broadening of 
the SLM ministry will come even 
greater demand for our evangelistic 
and discipleship materials. 

We have worked extremely hard to 
streamline our shipping methods 
and are using more cost-effective 
methods, which has resulted in 
significantly more material being sent 
already this year than last. But with 
the addition of new opportunities 
within our current ministries, when 
we add these new ones, we need 
to increase our production both in 
Madison and around the world.

In Madison, $800 buys a roll of 
paper and on that we can distribute 
over 20,000 lessons. That $800 can 
be an achievable goal for a church, 
Sunday school class, or small 
group, and occasionally individuals.  
It represents a “roll,” but is used for 
the total cost of printing in Madison 
and other areas of the world where 
we are either printing on location or 
outsourcing on the field.

We trust God to provide and He never 
lets us down. We will print exactly 
what He provides the funds for, so 
we ask you to pray that God would 
touch the hearts of people to partner  
with us.

New Open Doors
Mean Greater Need
for Paper Partners

Would you begin 
praying with us 
for the additional 
$100,000 we 
are praying for 
through our Paper 
Partners Project?

You may give Online at:
www.sourcelight.org
Click on “Give.” From there 
choose “Paper Partners” 
on the drop-down menu.

Or through mail at:
Source of Light International
1011 Mission Road,
Madison, GA 30650, USA

Or call: 706.342.0397 and specify your gift to Paper Partners.
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2019
AT A GLANCE
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In the book of Acts, Chapter 11, 
we read about one of the earliest 
Christian discipleship sessions held 
outside of Jerusalem. Paul (then 
called Saul) and Barnabas were 
called to train up the people in the 
church at Antioch. They spent an 
entire year ministering the truths of 
the Gospel to this young and faithful 
church in Asia Minor.

In much the same way, Source of 
Light Ministries is actively involved 
in discipling today’s generation in 
the truths of the Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. We do so through our 
Bible lessons and more importantly 
through the Associate Discipleship 
Schools, which exist in communities 
around the world.  These Discipleship 
Schools are invaluable in the process 
of training up men and women of all 
ages to be disciples of Jesus Christ. 
They are a vital link for students in 
the discipleship process. 

staff and volunteers will be asked to 
address prayer requests and spiritual 
questions from the students. This is 
a very special part of the discipleship 
process which requires much wisdom 
and prayer. Additionally, the staff and 
volunteers order the needed Bible 
lesson booklets, answer keys, and 
other Gospel literature from Source 
of Light Headquarters. There are 
certainly other tasks completed 
by an ADS, but these are the basic 
processes found in most Associate 
Discipleship Schools.

Source of Light 
Ministries would not 
begin to accomplish 
what it has without 
Associate Discipleship 
Schools. Through the 
years, ADS ministries 
have impacted many 
lives for the cause of 
Christ. Recognizing their 
invaluable place in the 

An Associate Discipleship School 
(ADS) is essentially a Christian 
instructional ministry that facilitates 
discipleship with the use of Source 
of Light Bible lessons and other 
literature. These Discipleship 
Schools come in all “shapes and 
sizes.” Many are supported by a local 
church or Christian organization. 
Some are simply the work of an 
individual or couple who have 
regular Bible Studies and choose to 
use Source of Light lessons. Others 
have a singular focus on ministry to 
the incarcerated.

With most ADS ministries, the school 
takes responsibility for enrolling 
students in the various SLM Bible 
lesson courses. They mail out the age-
appropriate Bible lessons and then 
process the quizzes that students 
return after they complete each 
lesson. Certificates are often mailed 
out when courses are completed by 
the students. Frequently, the ADS 

ministry, SLM has the 
desire to help further 
enhance their ministry 
efforts and encourage 
more efficiency in their 
day-to-day operations.

As we look ahead this year and 
beyond, there are a variety of ways 
in which Associate Discipleship 
Schools can make some incremental 
improvements that will foster 
greater effectiveness in their 
individual ministries. To accomplish 
this objective, there are several 
steps that we believe are needed:  
(1) establishing a better “connec-
tion” between the individual schools 
and the home office, (2) completing  
an assessment of the current 
operations, identifying what’s work-
ing well and also areas that need 
improvement, (3) developing an 
approach for improved communica-
tion of ideas and practices between 
the Discipleship Schools, (4) offering 
regular “re-tooling” sessions to 
enhance their operations, and  
(5) finding ways to assist schools in 
increasing their sphere of influence 
in their own communities. These are 
some of the opportunities we see that 
will help promote the effectiveness 
of Associate Discipleship Schools in 
an ever-changing culture. 

So how does one start an Associate 
Discipleship School? As with any-
thing we undertake in life, we must 
first seek the wisdom of God in 
prayer and the counsel of others 
who have a close walk with the Lord.   

By Rawley Hayner
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THE “ADSs” OF SLM:
AN EXCELLENT TOOL 
FOR MINISTRY 



Assuming the Lord has given you the 
“green light,” the next step would 
be to get in contact with Source of 
Light Ministries, at the Headquarters 
Office in Madison, Georgia.   They can 
provide you with information about 
setting up an ADS, including sample 
lessons and other literature. You will 
be enabled by seeing the various 
ways that an Associate Discipleship 
School can operate and the different 
types of people who can benefit from 
your ministry.

Source of Light offers multiple plans 
of ministry to accommodate your 
specific situation, including: (1) a 
plan to use SLM Bible lessons for 
a group study or possibly a Sunday 
school class, or (2) a plan to simply 
distribute Source of Light literature   
and/or promotional materials such 
as enrollment cards. Source of 
Light has tracts and Bible lessons 
which can be used for outreach and 
evangelism. The enrollment cards 
invite individuals of all ages to take 
any of the Bible lessons offered by 
SLM — free of charge.  Another plan 
(3) is available to provide the Bible 
lessons to different students and 
functions much like a school, grading 
the students’ quizzes and mailing 
out the next lessons in the course to 
them.  This option generally requires 
several individuals to administer the 
basic operations and a facility to 
maintain the students’ data and the 
Bible study materials.

There are many different 
opportunities to be 
involved in evangelism 
and discipleship using 
the Source of Light 
materials.  God has 
uniquely established  
this discipleship ministry  
to provide the tools 
which are used in many 
different scenarios to 
further advance His 
kingdom on earth.   
Maybe He’s tugging at 
your heart.   
Give us a call!

The Hayners took early 
retirement to serve short 
term in Alaska, South Africa, 
a Navajo Reservation in 
Arizona, and at SLM in 
Madison. Recently they 
moved to Madison to serve 
at the SLM headquarters 
in the Madison Discipleship 
School and as the Associate 
School Director.

October of 1969 was a significant 
month in history. The first successful 
message was sent electronically 
between computers, small beginnings 
of a global phenomenon that would 
redesign the daily lives of billions, now 
known as e-mail.

In India, October of ‘69 was also the 
month when ”S”, at a youth camp, 
accepted Jesus Christ as his Savior. 
The God who drew him called him 
into the ministry two years later. The 
spark of commitment was fanned 
as he did four years of personal 
training with a mentor, then studied 
at Calcutta Bible College. 

S became a chaplain in a children’s 
home for a time, then was led to 
reach the lost through Source of 
Light Ministries. For the next 32 
years, the flame of ministry burned 
as he and his team worked to plant 
churches among the lost. “We invite 
all our seekers to attend seekers’ 
conferences,” says S, “and through 
that many people come to know 
Jesus as their Lord and Savior.”

It was a great work, blessed with 
Godly success. But God had more 

for S to do. God gave him a burden 
to fan the flame beyond their current 
outreach, to a focus on Muslims, 
specifically those of his own area of 
Odisha (formerly Orissa). As he says 
of his past eight years in this “new” 
outreach, “My desire is to plant 
churches among the neighbors in our 
state. In Odisha, no one is working 
among the Muslims. Therefore, I have 
a desire to equip many evangelists 
and pastors of Odisha with help about 
how to approach the Muslims.” 

S’s ministry has included opening 
tailoring schools in multiple areas, and 
through them building relationships 
with students and their families, thus 
opening the way to share Christ. 

For 40 years, S has served, and not 
alone. His wife assists him arranging 
conferences and camps, and with 
completing necessary financial 
reports. His daughters serve as well. 
S says his favorite part of ministry is 

“In Odisha, NO ONE is working among the Muslims.”  
Photo by Ambroo

Spotlight
India

By Kimberly Rae Thigpen
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PROJECTS

the training program. Muslims have 
a vastly different worldview, culture, 
and system of belief than the 
Hindus of India, all of which require 
different methods of outreach in 
order to be effective. 

Crossing cultural boundaries, partic-
ularly those created by religious 
tradition, is never easy. S needs 
prayer from God’s people. He asked 
prayer for three things:

1. “Pray that the Lord will 
enable us to plant churches 
among the neighbors.”
2. “We need some more 
workers for different districts. 
Please pray, we need at least 
two more workers. We want 
one man [to join us] who is 
interested to work among 
these people. Pray that the 
Lord will provide his support.”
3. “We want other churches 
and workers to work among 
these neglected people.”

In 1969, one small message between 
computers led to such a massive 
geocultural shift, it transformed how 
people worldwide do business and 
maintain relationships today. 

How much more significant, in 
God’s sight, was S’s choice to follow 
Him? His choice, nearly 50 years of 
obedience later, has been used to 
change an unknown number of souls 
not just for this life, but for all eternity. 
His spark has been fanned to every 
person he has personally reached 
for Christ, and through those he has 
trained to all they reach, and beyond 
to those the reached have reached. 
And on it goes.

This flame burns, opening the way for 
transformed relationships between 
people and God Himself. How wonderful 
that we, God’s people on the other side 
of the planet, have the opportunity to 
partner with such ministries.

*Name withheld for security reasons

Brain-surgery survivor 
Kimberly Rae Thigpen  
has authored over 30  
books on missions,  
fighting trafficking, and  
living joyfully with chronic 
illness. 

Contact her at 
kthigpen@sourcelight.org

With over 900,000 Muslims in Odisha alone, the task 
of reaching them is overwhelming, but not impossible.

Education of Children: The Bible mentions in many places the importance of training 
children. As we know public education leaves a bit to be desired in Christian values. 
The situation in many overseas areas is different as even to teaching in the basics as 
the governments don’t pay teachers very much thus the education is minimal. There 
are several of our Branches who have projects for the education of their children and 
others are ministering to orphans. Some of these are:

 Democratic Republic of Congo – School Fees  Yearly Project Total: $1,890

 Ghana – Child Sponsor Project (100 Children) Monthly Need: $35.00 (each)

 India North Zone – Supplies for School Children Project Total: $1,150

 Pakistan – Textbooks for School of Hope Project Total: $2,540

 Togo – School Fees  Yearly Project Total: $3,044

 Togo – Orphanage Children Monthly Total: $1,841

u

u

u

u

u

u

Car Purchase

LOCATION: Ivory Coast

A strong mission car is needed for the 
activities (distribution of Bible lessons, 
church planting, orphanage, evangelism, 
and visits). Their current car breaks 
down often and quickly because of the 
bad roads in the country. A strong and 
dependable vehicle will benefit the 
Director as well as the staff.

Project Total: $9,000

Enhanced Security Project – Phase 4

LOCATION: Jamaica Follow the Source

The initial boundary fences are in a state 
of rapid decay. Stray animals and intruding 

persons may enter at will. Currently this is 
mostly property risk but reports of bodily 
injury are rising in our parish. An effective 
security system has multiple layers and 
this boundary fence is the first layer.

Project Total: $2,700

Land for Office Construction

LOCATION: Kenya

This DTB has been operating in rented 
facilities since they started the ministry 
in Kenya. The rent has increased almost 
every year and they feel that if they had 
their own property the rent money could 
go to a more meaningful project. They are 
trusting God to provide what is needed.

Project Total: $153,300
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Laptop Computer and Laser Printer with Scanner Project completed

LOCATION: Ivory Coast Project Total: $800 Praise the Lord!

Vehicle for Ministry

LOCATION: Romania

Cristian Oprea needs a vehicle for trav-
eling to all the locations SLM Romania 
has connections. There is so much need 
for mature spiritual teaching in Romania, 
as well as Moldova Republic, Ukraine, 
Germany, and generally in Europe.

Project Total: $18,000 

Devices Upgrade for the Office

LOCATION: Philippines

The office laptop is broken and Jireh’s 
personal laptop that they are using has 
started to fail. This affects productivity 
and causes delays during seminar 
training presentations. Their projector 
has also stopped working and it is 
needed for seminars and training. They 
also need a printer for daily printing 
and scanning of reports.

Project Total: $1,600

Spotlight
Brazil 

Samuel Milanez
By Kimberly Rae Thigpen

Samuel Milanez, Branch Director in 
Brazil since 2016, clearly has a gift 
from God for helping others. When 
we wrote to ask him the status of an 
old translation project, he responded 
that he did not know about the 
project and had never even seen the 
course before, but he was excited 
to translate it — could we send the 
English files for him to get started?

How Samuel came to SLM should 
be told in his own words: “In 2015 
I was praying and looking for a place 
to work. I understood that God 
called me to be a pastor, but when 
I heard about SLM in Brazil (many 
years without a leader), I decided to 
embrace this challenge.”

Samuel now serves with SLM in the 
Baptist Seminary in Cariri. His wife 
serves in their home raising their 
daughter.

“I love to help people,” Samuel says, 
“and with SLM I help a lot of churches 
who don’t have any evangelistic 
material. I love to develop new tools 
for our Associate Schools, and I 
rejoice every time when new people 
use them. I love to talk about Source 
of Light in churches and conferences. 

But my favorite is to work with these 
new tools.”

His work is not without challenge. 
“Pray for Brazilian churches,” he 
requests. “They love our work, but 
don’t want to help us. This is sad; 
this is discouraging. Pray for a wake 
up in our churches so they will help 
us to go further.”

Clearly, Samuel has a strong vision 
for the future of SLM Brazil. As he 
says, “My heart still calls me for a 
pastoral leadership, but I learned 
to love this ministry so much, that I 
can’t see me not working with SLM. 
In these four years, I heard so many 
testimonies about how SLM changed 
lives, built strong faith, and helped 
people. So, I’m sorry I didn’t enter 
this ministry before.”

Brain-surgery survivor 
Kimberly Rae Thigpen  
has authored over 30  
books on missions,  
fighting trafficking, and  
living joyfully with chronic 
illness. 

Contact her at 
kthigpen@sourcelight.org

Samuel Milanez and his wife
Public Address System  God is good

LOCATION: Uganda Project Cost: $3,129 Project completed
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MEMORIAL

Gifts in Memory Of

Celia Morrison by
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Judd
Mr. and Mrs. William Russell
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Young
Mr. and Mrs. John D’Andrea
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Neal
Mary Thomas
William A. Culbreth
Eunice Lord

Dee Walker by
Ray and Linda Walker

Gene Smith by
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Minnich

Opal Garrett by
Mr. and James White

Zachary Ashtee Jarrell by
W Morrison, Jr.

Herb Pollard by
William K Turner

As this Reaper makes its way to 
press, the United States has not 
yet reached the peak of impact on 
the global pandemic which we all 
know as the Coronavirus, and I am 
convinced, neither has the world. As 
I interact with our various Branches it 
has become clear, the real death toll 
may never be told. Many developing 
countries don’t have the resources 
to respond adequately or have simply 
chosen to keep the general public in 
the dark.

On a daily basis, I have been in 
contact with our various Branches 
who have contact with the outside 
world and see how dangerous this is 
in developed countries and are keenly 
aware of how devastating this will be 
in their own country. There is a real 
fear among our national missionary 
staff, and though, as of this writing, 
there is no one of our missionary 
team who has contracted the virus, I 
am certain it will have affected some 
of our families as you receive this.

Daily stories are conveyed to me 
through all means of communication 

that those our missionaries are 
ministering to are suffering. They 
have a fear that many will survive 
the pandemic only to succumb 
to other sickness and starvation. 
Their governments are not set up 
to respond to these humanitarian 
needs and so it is these missionaries 
who are reaching deep into their own 
pockets to feed their flocks, literally.

Ironically, I challenged our mission-
aries earlier to do just that, shepherd 
their hurting flocks as we endure this 
hardship! But I was thinking more 
along the lines of ministering to them 
spiritually. Yet, they have felt the com-
pulsion to do more, out of their own 
pockets.

In the United States office, we 
responded in phases, initially asking 
those higher at risk to not come into 
the office, then asking only essential 
employees to come in, and then 
staggering even those to make sure 
they weren’t at the office at the same 
time. We took early precautions 
before the government and local 
mandates and attempted to create 
the safest working environment 
through each phase. 

Economically, as of this writing, 
we truly won’t know the impact 
this will have on the finances of 
our missionaries and home office 
operations, but I do know many 
of our regular donors have had to 
cancel indefinitely their recurring 
donations. So, this will likely have 
some impact on our ministries. But 
we will continue strong in faith, with 

the resources God provides, as He 
has these many decades now. We 
have the same confidence, that the 
Lord encouraged Israel with in 

Isaiah 41:10 “Fear thou not; for I 
am with thee: be not dismayed; 
for I am thy God: I will strengthen 
thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will 
uphold thee with the right hand of my 
righteousness.”  KJV

Please do pray for SLM and for those 
of us who will be affected by this 
pandemic. But more importantly, join 
us in prayer that this pandemic would 
bring a wake of spiritual yearning for 
the Gospel and open the eyes of the 
spiritually blind. Pray that we will be 
faithful to respond in earnest. And 
should God so challenge you to join 
us financially, designate your gift 
Coronavirus Relief Fund.

COVID-19 
Impact on 
SLM

After years of serving as a 
church planting missionary, 
Dr. Ronald J. Barnes Jr. 
now serves as the CEO for 
SLM.

Follow me      @RonBarnesJr

Dr. Ronald Barnes
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PRAISEPRAYER
u  Please pray that God will provide 
the remaining $10,000 needed for the 
Uganda SLM Office Building Project. 

u  The SLM Branch in Liberia needs $350 
to register their Discipleship Training 
Branch as a nonprofit in Liberia. 

u  Source of Light’s Discipleship Training 
Branch in the North Zone of India needs 
$1,800 to print 10,000 copies of “Who 
is Jesus Christ?” They also need $850 to 
provide backpacks for children to whom 
they minister.

u  The SLM Colombia Branch needs 
$8,000 to purchase a heavy-duty printer 
that will be more time efficient for printing 
lessons. 

u  The Braille Department at Source of 
Light needs $900 to replace the print 
head in the fourth braille embosser.  An 
apprentice is needed to train for future 
leadership of the Braille Department, and 
a volunteer is needed who can be trained 
to run the embossers part-time. 

u  The SLM Accounting Department is 
praying that they will be able to use the 
new technologies for maximum Kingdom 
impact, and that staff will be able to adjust 
to the new procedures. There are also 
ongoing needs for the operating costs at 
Headquarters.

u  The Operations Department at Source 
of Light Headquarters needs receptionists, 
housekeeping staff, grounds maintenance 
staff, and an IT/social media coordinator. 
A staff person is also needed to work 
as a building porter who would handle 
needs in the Headquarters building 
such as running errands, transporting 
people to and from the airport, handling 
maintenance of the building, setting up 
and tearing down for meetings, and yard 
maintenance. Several members of the 
Operations Team need ministry partners 
who will participate in their ministries  
through monthly financial support. 

u  Jonathan and Anna Weidman need 
some additional monthly support so they 
can move to Madison. Jonathan will help 
in Maintenance and Anna will help in the 
Madison Discipleship School. 

u  The Kenya Branch of Source of 
Light needs $8,425 to purchase three 
motorbikes for their ministry. 

u  The Discipleship Training Branch in 
Peru is asking the Lord to provide more 
prayer and financial partners for their 
ministry. 

u  The Madison Discipleship School is 
dealing with many new restrictions that 
sometimes prevent the lessons from get-
ting into the jails and prisons. Wisdom is 
needed to learn the new system quickly in  
order to avoid needless postage expense. 

u  HP will be traveling to many areas in 
India this year with the Tabernacle Project. 
Please pray that God will speak to many 
people who tour the Tabernacle and hear 
the presentation and that they will place 
their faith in Christ as Savior. Pray also for 
the people who will be handling follow-up 
for the contacts made through the tours. 

u  Susan and Leon Scott, Discipleship 
Training Branch Directors in Kansas, need 
additional churches and individuals who 
will partner with their ministry financially. 

u  Source of Light will have three national 
missionaries visiting the United States 
in the upcoming months: Daniel Sappor 
from Ghana, Samuel Pereira Milanez from 
Brazil, and Dwayne Daniels from Guyana. 
Daniel will be raising support for his work 
in Ghana. Please pray that his deputation 
will be fruitful and that he will be able to 
meet with many churches and individuals 
as he attempts to develop his support 
base. Samuel and Dwayne will be receiving 
training at Headquarters and will also be  
attempting to make support contacts. 

u  Sika Yawo, SLM Director in Togo, West 
Africa, praises the Lord for the provision 
of his children’s school fees, and for the 
funding that God provided for his vehicle 
project. He is grateful that God has also 
provided an increase in support for the 
orphanage that enables them to better 
care for the children. 

u  James Byakika praises the Lord for 
the funds that have been received thus 
far for building an office for SLM Uganda 
and to start up a micro-enterprise that 
will assist the ministry financially. God 
has also provided the sound system that 
James needed for speaking to the large 
crowds of students in the schools where 
he is ministering. 

u  Source of Light’s missionaries at 
Headquarters in Madison, Georgia, and 
their Branches around the world are 
enjoying the addition of a new Online 
staff portal which enables them to track 
donations as they are received. 

u  Florence Lim, with Source of Light 
in Singapore, is rejoicing in what God 
is doing through their ministry in the 
Philippines. They have been able to 
reach out to government employees, the 
national police force, campuses, and 
the general community through Value 
Development Programs using Source of 
Light Bible lessons. 

u  The SLM Accounting Department is 
praising the Lord for new inexpensive 
technologies that are helping them be 
more efficient and more accurate. 

u  The Operations Department is 
rejoicing in how the Lord continues to 
provide for needs in the department. 
Recently a friend donated $10,000 
toward the purchase of a tractor. There 
was also a donor who offered to buy new 
appliances for a mission house that is 
being remodeled. This department is 
grateful for a faithful volunteer couple 

that the Lord has brought, Donn and 
Donna Booher. Donna is serving as the 
Administrative Assistant for the Director 
of Operations, Phil Winder. Donn is 
assisting in the Print Shop. They are both 
a big help and an encouragement to the 
team.

u  The Braille Department at Source 
of Light Ministries is grateful for the 
opportunity to serve 620 blind people 
in nine countries. Praise the Lord for the 
provision of the $1,700 needed for each 
of three braille embossers to replace the 
print heads. Six blind people professed 
faith in Christ as Savior in 2019! 

u  Claudy Jean Baptiste reports that 
82 students completed all the courses 
necessary to qualify them to participate 
in a formal graduation ceremony that he 
conducted in Haiti. 

u  KJ, in the Northeast Zone of India, 
shares that 200,100 Bibles were 
distributed at the Calcutta International 
Book Fair. During the Gangasagar 
pilgrimage, 2,717 Bible lessons and 
64,472 Bibles were distributed, and six 
people were saved. Twenty-two villagers 
came to a village church in Howrah and 
professed faith in Christ. He shares that 
village house churches are growing and 
that they are witnessing revival as people 
are very hungry for God. 

u  Pablo Correa, Source of Light’s South 
America Regional Director, praises the 
Lord for the testimonies that they are 
receiving from people who studied the 
Source of Light lessons as teenagers 
and who are now serving God in their 
local churches.

u  SS, Source of Light’s national 
missionary in India’s North Zone, shared 
that 19 new villages have been reached 
with the Gospel. 
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“I truly enjoy taking these courses.  I 
have gained so much from them.  I try 
to share your studies with as many as 
I can.  If people can feel the joy and 
happiness God brings me through 
your lessons, this prison would be 
another revival instead of another 
correctional institute.  “Thank you” 
doesn’t come close to the words I 
feel for your ministry.  You have been 
a major blessing in my live.  Thank 
you sincerely, Gary”

 “I want to thank each, and everyone 
that helps make these Bible studys 
available for us!  Thank you all!  I 
know for me they mean a lot to me.  I 
get mine done pretty quick, so I can 
get in the mail, so I can get my next 
one coming back. Thank you Jesus.  
I injoy all the love that God show us 
in his word and the love he puts in 
us.  And I also want to thank all the 
people behind the scene that we 
don’t even know about!  I learn a lot 
in these study and try to add them 
into my life.  Thank you to all the 
brothers and sister in Christ.  Love 
Rick”

 “Dear Sponcor, 2 years ago I was in 
Fulton Co. Jail full of despair, having 
lost everything, sleeping on the 
streets of downtown Atlanta; going 
through withdrawls from alcohol and 
looking at 10 years.  Beging with 
the Bible study from Source of Light 
I gave my heart to Jesus in a spirit 
of brokenness and vowed to serve 
Him and understand Him more.  This 
Bible study has been a continual 
encouragement and help as I am 
growing in Christ I have received 
grace, though its hard to understand 
except it is His unconditional love.  
I have 8 more years to serve and I 
don’t really care of getting out I have 
a lot to learn.  At times it has been 
up and down but I have found a great 
joy and peace, and a longing to know 
Him more and serve others.  One day 
I hope to be a pastoral counselor.  I 
strive to be a better example and be 
a reflection of Christ.  Thank you for 
this opportunity and I try to tell others 
who will listen.  Please continue to 
pray for us in prison, and I pray for 
Source of Light.  Your student Terry”

A Few Recent Letters to
Madison Discipleship School
(Uncorrected)

Each gift will be used as preferenced 
with the understanding that when any 
need is met, the remaining gifts will 
be used where most needed. Gifts are 
acknowledged and receipted with an 
official receipt for income tax purposes.

We are grateful to you for being  
a part of the ministry of Source  
of Light through your prayers  

and financial support.

Give Online at:
sourcelight.org/donate

By Phone:
706.342.0397

Dear Friend,

Let’s remember His words … 

Lay not up for yourselves treasure 
on earth … but lay up for yourselves 
treasure in heaven … for where your 
treasure is, there will your heart be 
also. (Paraphrase Matthew 6:19–21)

… for in heaven we will be glad we 
did.

Yours for the harvest,

Dr. Ronald J. Barnes, Jr.
General Director
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